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any views emerge in 
controversial Kennedy book 

Mrs. Jacaueline Kennedy and two advisers reviewed portions of the 
book in the Look Magazine serialization yesterday and she left with 
tears in her eyes. Author Manchester believes any further revisions 
would destroy his work. These two reports are on page A-3. 

New York Times News Service 

NEW YORK — President Johnson 
is reported to be depicted in William 
Manchester's book on the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy as sympa-
thetic to the Kennedy family after the 
tragedy but bewildered by the Kenne-
dy group's hostility toward him. 

"The over-all impression you get 
of Johnson at that time," said a per-
son in the publishing field who read 
the manuscript six months ago, "is 
that of a guy who is in a state of 
shock and Who is confused by the 
Kennedy hostility," 

ACCORDING TO this source, who 
is not involved in the current disa-
greement about the book "Death of a 
President," Johnson was shown as 
being a "weak and ineffectual per-
son" until the assassination made 
him President. 

The manuscript, according to this 
person, showed the then vice presi-
dent to be of so little significance that 
immediately before the motorcade on 
the day of the assassination, impor-
tant persons were trying to avoid rid-
ing in his car. 

The manuscript is said to have 
shown Johnson as pleading with Pres-
ident Kennedy to go to Texas to help 
solve a local political problem that 
Johnson should have been able to set-
tle. 

"Johnson," said the person who 
read this manuscript, "will absolutely 
hate it. There's no question about it 
to rne. But to me Johnson does not 

emerge as an unsympathetic charac-
ter." 

MRS. JOHN KENNEDY is por-
trayed on the day of the tragedy, ac-
cording to this person, as "quite fran-
tic, quite hysterical, quite ferocious." 

"Her attitude is that she is going 
to end this thing right and that she is 
quite angry at the world for letting 
this happen," the person said. 

In this book, which uses some 
material based on 10 hours of taped 
inter views with Mrs. Kennedy, 
Manchester is reported to have quot-
ed her as saying that she knew her 
husband was dead while he was being 
frushed to the hospital. She did not  

want him taken to the hospital, she 
was so sure he was already dead, the 
book is reported as saying. 

The manuscript is said to tell, of 
her wrestling with a nurse who would 
not allow her into the room with her 
husband at the hospital until a doctor 
told the nurse to let her pass. 

On this day, said the person who 
read the manuscript, "Jackie keeps 
saying she wants to keep her blood-
spattered clothes on so 'They can see 
what they've done.' " 

IN THE PLANE after President 
Kennedy was pronounced dead at the 
hospital, avert indications of hostility 
between the supporters of Johnson 
and the Kennedy faction are reported 
to be in the book. One Johnson man, 
according to the man who read the 
book, was heard to say, "Well, Ken-
iedy's not the President any more." 

The scene in the plane as Johnson 

tried to determine how to go about 
being sworn in as President is not cal-
culated, according to the person who 
read the book, to win friends for 
Johnson or to be regarded favorable 
by him. 

Johnson is reported in the book as 
having had difficulty reaching Robert 
Kennedy, who was then attorney gen-
eral, about the swearing in and the 
oath. Though he apparently received 
noncommittal replies from the attor-
ney general's assistants and, eventu-
ally, from the attorney general, he is 
shown in the book as having been cer-
tain he knew what had to be done. 

A second person, also in the 
publishing business and not a part of 
the current dispute, recalled this por-
tion vividly from his reading of the 
manuscript six months ago. 

"YOU HAVE THE feeling that 
LBJ wanted to use Jackie to some ex- 

tent because he wanted her to be in 
the picture in the swearing in," the 
second person said. 

"LBJ was concerned over a possi-
ble conspiracy and wanted to get out. 
He feared a Russian attack. He was 
rather brush. LBJ wanted to establish 
instantly that he was the President. 
(Robert) Kennedy interpreted this as 
`Here is this man who has been wish-
ing he had been President all along 
and here he is grabbing it.' 

"The book shows the whole epi-
sode as seen through Kennedy eyes. 
It isn't embarrassingly pro-Kennedy, 
but when you get through you realize 
there is almost nothing in it that is 
unkind about the Kennedy family." 

Of Robert Kennedy, as shown in 
the manuscript, this source said: 

"BOBBY EMERGES very much 
0 

the way you would expect. He was Ho t 6 g 
very much in charge of things. Very .
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much in a state of shock, yet doing ; 43 ,z3 	G 
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what you would expect of him and ! 	45 0 6= 

very much taking over the family. He 
Comes off very well in the book." 	/,._5 -V, 	z7 6 6 

Then, referring to Jackie's reac-
tion after the first day, as indicated 
in the book, this source said: 

"She actually snapped back from 
this pretty well. By the time of the re-
ception after the funeral, she was be-
having very calmly." 

There is a postscript in the book, 
according to this source, to the effect 
that Mrs. Kennedy still has the dress 
She wore the day of the assassination, 
but she is not sure where it is. 

One of the most moving incidents 

persons who read the manuscript, s 	,F, 
in the book, according to one of the 

concerns the Kennedy daughter, Oar- 
oline. 	
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her own home. But the Secret Serv- 
iceman suggested they return to the 
White House. 

On the way back to the White I 

House, the Secret Serviceman noticed X. 
a car was following them. After a few 
turns, as the car continued to follow, 
the Secret Service man was seriously 	, 
considering getting out and shooting 
the driver if he did not shake the sec- 	,54 
and car. 	 .„9.1  

However, the agent managed to 1,',  0 0 evade the second car. 	 o 
Manchester, in the book, is said .wr• 

to consider that the second car was 	a3 1-z 
driven by a Secret Service man, .41 
trying to protect Caroline. 	I 	io - 
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INDICATIVE of the friction that , 

developed between Kennedy and 2, a. I 6 a 
Johnson factions shortly after the as- g 4's Ti 	"cls  
.sassination was an incident recalled.. r 	7, 
from the book by this second person. 	a) 
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THE SOURCE SAID the book de,  
scribed it this way: 

When the assassination becarhe-
known, the child was driving with a 
nurse and a Secret Serviceman near 
the White House, The Secret Service 
man with her did not know if the as-
sassination was part of a conspiracy. 
The nurse wanted to take Caroline to 	° 
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