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ftor sent a telefram saying
the family would not stand in
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Jackie’s

Lawsuit

Secret Talk
Over Book

‘high official in President
‘John F. Kennedy's Ad-
Lministration foday de-
'seribed a secret confer-
ence that— inadvertentlv

pedy’s legal action 1o
block publication of

tion of her husband.

i “The question of & lawsuit
was put down as a last re-
sort,” the [ormer official
fsaid, It was only  men-
i tioned,””

He said he is swe the
publishers of the book
|learned of the sense of the
meeting,

And he said he believes
they therelore conciuded

,quem by Mrs. Is.ennecl} for
irevisions or deletions in the

{manuscript of William Man-
i chester’s book, “‘Death of a

President.”

When efforts to compro-
mise failed, he said, Mrs.
i Kennedy brought the suit.

Her attorneys will charge
breach of contract, arguing
the Kennedys have not ap-
proved the manusecript, as
agreed upon in a “mermoran-
dum of understanding”
signed by Manchester and
Sen. Robert K. Kennedy
(D-N.Y.).

Feelers for an informal set.
tlement reportedly are being
extended, according to
;sources in the publishing in-
dustry. But both sides are re-
luctant to comment on any
efforts to avoid a court fight.
VERSION GIVEN

Mrs. Kennedy also objects
to certain passages in the
manuscript  describing  her
emotions and actions in the
jaftermath of the tragedy in

they could resist fturther re-.

| NEW YORK—(AP)—A;

‘may have led to Mrs. Ken-

a
book about the assassing- !

The former official gave

'this version of the confer-

] B i
Basis for |

ence:

It was held last October in
Sen. Kennedy’s New York

—Turn to Page 4, Col. 1!

dy did not ai-
t'—u 5 Kennedy was
present “onlv a short time”
-The meeting was called
“hecause things had reached
& difficuit state with respect
Lo certain parts of the hook.
The purpose was 1o work out
colmpromises on them.”
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Hrmself with his sister-
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IND TELEGRAM
at the end of July or,

Bat

iy August, Sen. Kennedy |
isent a4 secoend felegram, .

| cowtiernanding the first,

“Sinee rlnai approval was
' a lawyer said, “1
ﬂw:w s littie doubt that

ighi breach-of-cone

Myrs,
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Kennedy |

: J:I}i‘ a temporary in-
ion azainst publication

don’t know for sure”
the attoerney said. V1 just
hiaven't gotten that far yet.”
An informant who said he
| the entire manu-
ged the question of
nather potential result if the
court blocks publication.
“There is the specter of the
sation-mongers  claiming

(it hias been suppressed be-
cause it disagrees with the

ven Report,” he said.
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i+ te the conclusion the Warren
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sequence of evenis with re-|
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f revisions of Man-'
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“very distigaght,” The
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" Cominission’s findings were
. right. But that wen’t stop the

uys who are writing the
books challenging tt]em."‘
He referred to numerous

bocks appearing recently

whog rs guastion the
War tﬁ!ommission"s con-
clusion Lee Harvey Oswald

—without accomplices — as-

NUMEROUS VERSIONS
Since  Manchester's  book
relates the events Inunedi !
ately after the assassination.
nEMerous of whai
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hington have bhecome
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hemmfh (" Donneli, ap-.
pointments secretary tu:
President Kennedy, clavified

P
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He was asked to comment.
on the report that he boarded
the presidential plane with
Mrs, Kennedy and the cas-
ket, that ne ordered the pilot
to take off, and that the then
Vice Presideni Johason coun-
termanded the order, Q'Don-
nell said:

""T‘mt’s frue,

“P didant koow lhat he

Jr).smu-l} was on the plane..

i under the assemphon .

that he had already left.”




Phe voew sresidential et
identical with the presiden-
tial jel, was parked on Love
Fietd, Dallay

(YDonnell continued, “We

~had no controversy, It's ail in
rthe Warrven veport.”

; ONY QUOTED
veport shows
Cihis testimony by O'Donnedl,
Cunder questioning by Arlen
| Specter, assistant connsel:
““What did vou do

TERTI

The Warven

Specier:
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Marshall
next aiter arviving on the
airplane?”
GDonnell: “As 1 osay, 1

told Gen. McHugh 1o have
the plane take off, still all of
us under the assumption or
apprehension that at some
moment we either might rot
be granted clearance to take
oif or that the nhospital may
have gotten the police to in-
tercept us—the difficulty of
that {o Mrs, Kennedy was
incalculable, ;
“I was in a highly desper-
ate strait to get that airplane
in the air and back to Wash-
ington . . .. :
“There was a delay of two
or thres minutes and nothing
happened. So I headed up for
the cockpit myself, and I ran
into McHugh in the mean-|
vime, who said President

Johason was aboard, and
i that he had ordered the pilot
i to delay, to hold up until hel
Cwas sworn in ?

Specter: “Were yon pres-i
ent when Pregident Johnson
was sworn in¥’’

O'Donnell: ] was,”

Specter: “After vou ar-
rived back on A¥-1, whad did
you do between that time and
the time the plane was air-
horne?’”’

O'Donnell: “Mrs., Johnson
took Mrs. Kennedy info the
President’s room on AF-1. I
remember she was reluctant
to 2o in there, but sie per-
. stuaded hier to, And—"

. Specter: “Who was relue-
{ tant to go in?”

P O'Donnell: “Mrs, Kennedy.
“And [ went up and the Presi-

dent and 1 carvied on a con-
' versation, which, again, my
recotlections might bel
hazy-—that it had been
| brought to his atfention that T
{ had asked for the plane tfo
| take off, and that there was
| some difference between him!
i and me.

i “He said to me that he had
| called the attorney general,
f and that the attorney general
i had indicated that it was, if

Goodwin Sorenson

not mandatory, at least
preferable, that he be sworn
i o prior fo the airplane tak-
ing off.

“1 didn’t describe what 1
saw as the problems. 1 real-
ized 1t was an inevitable de-
lay. So 1 don’t believe I com-
:mented on it. I just listened
| to him.”
| FLIGHT SCENE
. The transeript shows Spec-
| ter asked O’Donnell where he
| sat on the Il zht to Washing-
i ton. O’Donnell geplied:

171 sat with™Nrs. Kennedy
s almost all the way . . . the
' President calied me up on
jone ortwo occasions and
i asked me to stay up in the
j cabin, wanted to talk to me,
tbut T felt I had to stay with|
i Mrs. Kennedy. So T sat with|
{ her on the whole trip.” i

Jack Valenti, former aide
to Johnson, returned to
| Washington on Air Force I
‘and was within sight and
hearing of the President vir-
tually all the time. Valenti
said:

“I never saw anything frie-:
ticnable, certainly nothing
embarvassing. I just know
that was a sad airplane.”

Valenti said Johnson
showed great concern for:
Mrs, Kennedy’s grief then |
and later, and for the two!
Keunnedy children, :

He said Johnson ‘“‘went out
¢f his way” to help Mrs. |
Kennedy surmount a difficult |
time, |

Simsilarly, Homer Thorn- |
berry, then member of the |
House of Representatives, an|

old iriend of President John-
son and a passenger on the
oresidential plane, said:
“All T know about it is that
i the President and Mrs. John-|
| son showed every considera-
i tion to Mrs. Kennedy.”
i Regarding a report that the
| 1960 fight between Johnson
| and Kennedy for the presi-
{ dential nomination was ‘“‘re-
ihashed” during the flight,
| Thornberry said:

Salinger

| “There couldn’t have been. |
| There was too much concern|
L about the vesponsibilities of |
the presidency. There was no |
thought of it, no thought at|
all.” |
| EMBARRASSING?

' Maicolm Kilduff, a White|
| House aide under Kennedy,!
' said previously that the 1960/
campaign was “rehashed”
| and that incidents ook place
on the plane, on which he
was a passenger, that might;
prove “embarrassing” to
both the Kennedys and John-:
| sons.

Kilduff said yesterday he,
would not disclose the “em-|
barrassing” incidents that!
took place on the plane. He!
said he turned down a five.
figure offer from a national]
imagazine that wanted his'
story.

He was asked if there was
any acrimony between the
Kennedys and the Johnsons
over the conflicting orders|
for the pane to take off. i

Kilduff said the discussion!
did not become aserimonious|
and said this did not figure in |
his catalog of “embarrass-:
ments.”’ :

There was some delay, ap--
parently, in Mrs. Kennedy’s;
appearance, for the swear-|
ing-in ceremony for Johnson. |

Kilduff said there was no!
unusual delay. He said John-
- son asked Lawrence Q’Brien,.
|new postmaster general, o
'inquire if Mrs. Kennedy
| would like to be present,

Kilduff said O’Brien went

to the rear compartment and,

Douglas

Mrs. Kennedy agreed to be
present.

Another eyewitness said|
the oath taking was delayed!
for some time, He estimated
about five minutes. [

He said he recalls seeing !
| Johnson showing some impa-|
[ tience—‘‘For example, look-
ing down the corridor to ses
if she (Mrs. Kennedy) was
{ coming.”

Schlesinger

! CERF COMMENT

The eyewitness, who asked
not to be identified, said the
discussion over the delayed
takeoff ‘‘might have been
heated and perhaps acrimo-
nious.”

Bennett Cerf, chairman of
the board of Random House,
told an audience at Yale Uni-
versity’s Pierson College
Wednesday night that he
read the Manchester book
and said it deseribed an inci-
dent involving the two identi-
cal planes, presidential and
vice presidential, when the
Kennedy party arrived at
Love Field for the takeoff.

The Yale Daily News, siu-!
dent newspaper said: :

“According to Mr. Cerf’s
narration of Manchester’s
book, the Johnson party!
reached the airfield first and,
knowing that President Ken-
nedy was dead, boarded the |
presgidential jet. !

“When the Kennedys re-|
. turned to the airport with the
| coffin -amid  discover the
! presidential plane washal-
ifeady occupied, they were
‘shocked and infuriated, said
{ Mr. Cerf.”-

I Cerf, reached in New York,
| confirmed he made the re-
 marks. But he said, “I was
under the impression I was
| talking off the record.” ,.
. In Washington, an aide
| said Sen. Kennedy was famil-
liar with Cerf’s remarks, but
|the senator said he would
| have no comment about the|
bock. 7 i
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" Ne comment was forth-|
lcoming either from Mrs.|
‘Kennedy or George Chris-|
 tian, assistant White House!
- press secretary.



