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ADVANCE FOR AMS SUNDAY, AUG. 14--NOTE DATE 

ASSASSINATION BOOKS 	(1,450)- 

• 3Y RELMAN MORIN 

AP SPECIAL:CORRESPONDENT 

NEW YORK, AUG. 13-  CAP)-TO MANY PERSONS, THE ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY'STILL REMAINS - AN ABSORBING MYSTERY, AN 

INCREDIBLY COMPLEX (AND POTENTIALLY LUCRATIVE) DETECTIVE STORY IN WHICH 

THE.  LAST CHAPTER IS YET TO BE WRITTEN.. 

THE GHOST WALKS. DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE COMMISSION HEADED BY 

CHIEF JUSTICE EARL .WARREN INVESTIGATED THE CASE FOR 10 MONTHS,,EXAMINED 

MOUNTAINS OF SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE EVIDENCE, AND THEN ISSUED 

A REPORT CONTAINING THESE PRINCIPAL CONCLUSIONS' 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD FIRED THE RIFLE THAT KILLED KENNEDY AND 

WOUNDED TEXAS 'GOVERNOR JOHN B. CONNALLY, SHOOTING FROM A WINDOW.  POSITION 

• BEHIND THE CAR IN WHICH THEY WERE RIDING. 

2. OSWALD ACTED, ALONE FROM MOTIVES UNKNOWN; NO FOREIGN OR 

DOMESTIC .CONSPIRACY BROUGHT ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION. . 

3. OSWALD WAS NOT .ACQUAINTED WITH JACK RUBY, THE DALLAS 

NIGHTCLUB OPERATOR WHO SHOT HIM TO DEATH TWO DAYS'LATER OUTSIDE 

THE DALLAS' POLICE AND COURTS BUILDING. 

THE WARREN COMMISSION ISSUED ITS REPORT SEPT. 24, 1964, OFFICIALLY 

CLOSING THE CASE. 

SINCE THEN, HOWEVER, DOUBTS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED BY LAWYERS, WRITERS 

AND AT LEAST ONE. HISTORIAN. BOOKS CHALLENGINT'THE CON1:ISSION'S 

OVER-ALL CONCLUSIONS,_AND QUESTIONING THE SUBSIDIARY FINDINGS ON WHICH 

THEY WERE' BASED, REGULARLY . COMEOFF THE PRESSES. TRIM LATEST, "RUSH 

TO JUDGMENT," BY ATTORNEY MARK LANE, IS TO BE ISSUED AUG, 15, 

LANE SAYSHE,BECANE INVOLVED IN THE CASE IN RESPONSE TO'A REQUEST 

FROM rms. MARGUERITE OSWALD WHO SAID TO HIM IN 'DECEMBER, 1963 7  "WILL 

YOU BE MY SON'S LAWYER BEFORE THE WARREN p9mmissiomPe  

LANE WRITES THAT HE INTERVIEWED NUMEROUS PERSONS WHO, IN HIS 

JUDGMENT,'HAD IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION BUT . 

WERE NOT CALLED TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE CONISSION. 
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WHY? HE STATES THE CORE OF HIS CONTENTION IN THE WORDS, "I BELIEVE 

THAT...THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S cp0a'ssION‘,..is LESS A REPORT 

THAN A BRIEF FOR THE PROSECUTION1. OSWALD WAS THE-ACCUSED; THE EVIDENCE 



AGAINST HIM WAS MAGNIFIED, WHILE THAT IN HIS FAVOR WAS DEPRECIATED, 

MISREPRESENTED OR IGNORED." 

ELSEWHERE, LANE CONTENDS THAT THE WARREN REPORT WAS DESIGNED.  

MAINLY TO BE A KIND OF TRANQUILIZER FOR THE NATION, TO ASSURE MILLIONS. 

OF AMERICANS THAT NO CONSPIRACY ACCOUNTED FOR KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION., 

HE WROTE, "...AND SUCH AN EFFORT COULD BE SUCCESSFUL ONLY IF THE 

COMMISSION FOUND THAT THE LONE ASSASSIN HAD BEEN APPREHENDED. A FINDING 

INDICATING THAT UNKNOWN ASSASSINS WERE STILL AT-LARGE WOULD . HAVE 

OFFERED LITTLE ASSURANCE." 

SIMILARLY, IN THE BOOK'S FOREWORD, THE BRITISH HISTORIAN, PROF. 

HUGH TREVORROPER5WROTE,"THE WRITERS OF THE REPORT HAVE SELECTED 

SUCH EVIDENCE AS MAY SEEN TO SUSTAIN THEIR CONCLUSION. THEY HAVE CHOSEN. 

TO IGNORE A GREAT DEAL OF EVIDENCE WHICH DOES NOT SUPPORT BUT EVEN 

TRAVERSES THAT CONCLUSION." 

OF THE MANY POINTS RAISED IN LANE'S BOOK, THESE ARE SOME 07 THE 

MAJOR ONES:.  

DIRECTIOI:i OF THE SHOTS THAT STRUCK KENNEDY AND CONNALLY7= 

THE WARREN COMMISSION CONCLUDED THATOSWALD FIRED AT THE PRESIDENT'S 

CAR FROM THE SIKTH FLOOR .OF THE TEXAS BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING. THE CAR 

WAS MOVING AWAY FROM THE WINDOW. LANE POINTS A FINGER AT A GRASSY 

KNOLL TOWARD WHICH THE CAR WAS APPROACHING. HE WRITES, "WITNESSES 

HEARD SHOTS CONE FROM THE KNOLL. WITNESSES SAW SMOKE ON THE KNOLL. - 

ONE WITNESS EVEN SMELLED GUNPOWDER BEHIND THE FENCE." 

THIS WOULD SUGGEST THAT KENNEDY WAS CAUGHT IN A CROSSFIRE, WITH 

BULLETS STRIKING HIM FROM BEHIND AND IN FRONT. THE WARREN REPORT SAID, 

"IN CONTRAST TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE WITNESSES WHO HEARD AND OBSERVED 

SHOTS FIRED non. THE DEPOSITORY, THE COMMISSION'S INVESTIGATION HAD 

DISCLOSED NO CREDIBLE EVIDENCE 'THAT ANY SHOTS WERE FIRED FROM 

ANYWHERE ELSE." 

OSWALD AS AMARKSMAN 
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THE COMMISSION REPORTED THAT OSWALD QUALIFIED AS A "SHARPSHOOTER" 

IN THE MARINE CORPS IN 056, AND QUOTED A MARINE SERGEANT WHO REVIEWED 

OSWALD'S SCORES, "I WOULD SAY IN THE MARINE CORPS, HE IS A GOOD SHOT, 

SLIGHTLY ABOVE AVERAGE..." 

LANE QUOTED ONE OF OSWALD'S FELLOW MARINES, NELSON DELGADO, AS 

SAYING, "IT WAS A PRETTY GOOD JOKE, BECAUSE HE GOT .A LOT OF lMAGGIE'S 

DRAWERS 	YOU KNOW, A LOT OF MISSES, BUT HE DIDN'T GIVA A DARN." 



TIFTITT. Livriy. WROTE, "ONLY EY CAREFULLY SELECTING THE LEAST COMPETENT 

AND LOST FANCIFUL AND'R2jECTING VERY MATERIAL TEST BONY, INCLUDING 

THAT OF A DEPUTY SEERIFF, WAS IT POSSIELEFOR THE CO MISSION TO 

ASSERT THAT IT HAL SUCCEEDED IN RECONSTRUCTING EVERY MOVE THAT 

OSUALD nADE." 

CONCLUDING HIS SUNNATION OF THE WARREN REPORT, LANE:WROTE, 

"HEARSAY EVIDENCE WAS FREELY' ADMITTED, WHILE CRUCIAL EYEWITNESS 

TESTIONY WAS EXCLUDED. OPINIONS WERE SOUGHT AND SOLEMNLY PUBLISHED 

WHILE IMPORTAlt FACTS. WEREREJECTED I  DISTORTED OR IGNORED.  

DUBIOUS SCIENTIFIC TESTS WERE SAID TO HAVE PROVED TEAt WHICH NO 

AUTHENTIC TEST COULD DO...THOSE. FEW (WITNESSES) WHO CHALLENGED THE 

GOVERNIIEt:T'S CASE WERE:  OFTEN HARASSED AND TRANSFORMED"
. 
 FOR THE TIME 

BEING INTO DEFENDANTS... THE SECRECY WHICH PREVAILED AT THE 

:CARINGS WAS EXTENDED; IN RESPECT TO MANY IMPORTANT DETAILS, FOR 

A=EER 75 YEARS.4'. 
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ALL THIS IS LITHATICALLY DENIED :BY CONGRESSHAN GERALD Re FORD 

CF NICHIGAN, NHO WAS A :7 :R OF THE WARREN 

'THE CONCLUSIONS OF Tr:: '':7jZZN CON::ISSION WERE VALID WHEN 

PU3LISHED AND =ARE VALID TODAY," =SAID. "THERE IS NO 

NEW EVIDENCE TEAT I AM FAMILIAR WITN. SPECULATION, 

YES-BUT NO NEW EVIDENCE." 

COUNTERING LANE'S CONTENTION THAT THE COMMISSION HAD 

PRE-JUDGED OSALD'S GUILT AND THEN SET.  OUT TO PROVE IT, 

FORD SAID "THAT'S JUST NOT A FACT. I KNOW OF NOTHING THAT. 

DEVIATED F201.1 OUR BASIC MISSION--TO FIND OUT THE TRUTH." 

LANE'S ASSERTION THAT "IITORTANT DETAILS" OF - THE 

TESTIMONY HAVE BEEN INPUNDED IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES "FOR 

ANOTHER 75 YYEARS" BROUGHT THIS STATEMENT FROM JAI' ES B. RHOADS 

ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST: 

"ABOUT 95 PER CENT OF TL: TESTIMONY HAS BEEN RELEASED. 

FROM TIME TO. TIME,  ORE WILL BE DE-CLASSIFIED." 

RHOADS SAID SOME OF THE MATERIAL STILL CLASSIFIED 

IS COMPOSED. OF THE WORKING PAPERS OF THE INDIVIDUAL ilEMBERS OF 

j THE COMMISSION. THE ATTITUDE OF THE WHITE HOUSE, ME SAID, 
"IS TO LEAN OVER BACKWARDS TO DE CLASSIFY AS RAPIDLY AS 

POSSIBLE." 

END ADVANCE FOR ANS SUNDAY AUG., 14 MOVED AUG. 11 
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ACCURACY OF THE NANNLIC HER —CARCANO RIFLE: 

LANE aucT=s FRON A MAGAZI= ARTICLE DATED OCTOBER, 1964 WHICH 

CALLS THIS RIFLE "...CRUDELY ::ADZ, POORLY DESIGNED, DANGEROUS AND 

INACCURATE...UNHANDY,• UNRELIA3LE ON REPEAT SHOTS /. HAS SAFETY 

DESIGN FAULT*" 

THE   ARREN REPORT SAID 'THE VARIOUS TESTS SHOWED TEAT THE 

MANNLICEER—CARCANO WAS AN ACCURATE RIFLE AND TEAT TEE USE OF A FOUR—

POWER SCOPE WAS A SUBSTM.JTIAL AID 1'0 RAPID, ACCURATE• FIRI 

7E: NUMBER OF SEOTS FIRED AND THE SPEED r TIRING-- 

. IN A PRE—PU:LICATION STATEMENT, LANZ WROTE "IN TEE FACE OF 

IRREFUTABLE TESTIMONY SHOWING THAT AT LEAST 70U: SHOTS WZRE FIRED, 

TEE COMISSION.  HELD TH= JUST THREE HAD 7EEN FIR:D. CLEARLY, IF OSWALD 

WAS THE LONE ASSASSIN AND IF HE EMPLOYED TEZ RIFLE THE COMMISSION 

CLAIMED HE HAD IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSS IDLE FOR HIM TO HAVE FIRED 

MORE. THAN THREE SHOTS 	LESS HA 	IN  

REFERRING TO TESTS OF THE RIFLE, SET UP TO SII—MAT: CONDITIONSWHICH 

THE COMISSION SAID OSWALD WOULD HAVE ENCOUNTERED, TU WARREN REPORT 

SAID "ALL THREE OF THE FIRERS IN THESE' TESTS WERE ABLE TO FIRE THE 

ROUNDS WITHIN THE TIN 'E PZRIOD WHICH WOULD HAVE DEZN AVAILABLE TO TI Z 

ASSASSIN UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS," 

THE QUESTION OF FINGERPRINTS ON TEE RIFLE-- 

LANE WROTE I  "ASKED SPECIFICALLY .ADOUT THE EXISTENCE OF "APALN PRINT 

ON THE WEAPON (SEBASTIAN) IATONA (AN FBI EXPERT) REPLIED THAT WHEN 

'HEVCONDUCTED HIS EXANINATION OF THE WEAPON Al TIIE 7D1 LADORATORY: st4  

FOUND NO TRACE OF ONE.' 

oe) 
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THE WARREN REPORT SAID "THE DALLAS. POLICE DEVELOPED DY POWDER 

SOME FAINT RIDGE FORMATIONS ON THE METAL MAGAZINEil %THE FAINT RIDGE 

FORMATIONS WERE INSUFFICIENT FOR PURPOSES OF EFFECTING AN IDENTIFICA-

TION, BUT THE LATENT PALM PRINT WAS IDENTIFIED AS THE RIGHT PALM 

OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD." 

• .AND SO ON; THROUGH THE. MAZE OF TESTIMONY GIVEN BY EXPERT AND BY 

LAY WITNESSES;  THROUGH. THE MULTIPLICITY OF DETAILS SURROUNDING THE 

:ASSASSINATION, LANE RAISES QUESTIONS% 

WAS THE BULLET WOUND 	NXI)('S THROAT AN EXIT--OR AN ENTRANCE 

WOUND? IF IT.WAS AN ENTRANCE WOUND; IT COULD NOT HAVE COME FROM THE 

WINDOW OF THE BUILDING WHERE THE COMMISSION SAID OSWALD STATIONED 

HIMSELF. IF IT WAS AN EXIT WOUND;  CAUSED BY A BULLET FIRED FROM 

BEHIND THE PRESIDENT, WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN A WIDER, STELLATE GASH? 

DID THE •SAME BULLET STRIKE BOTH KENNEDY AND CONNALLY, AS THE 

COMMISSION.  CONCLUDED, OR WERE THEY HIT BY SEPARATE SHOTS? 

REFERRING TO.CONNALLY'S SHIRT, LANE WROTE "ALTEOUCli IT WAS TORN• 

IN SEVERAL PLACES AND WAS THEREFORE USEFUL ONLY AS EVIDENCE, DEFORE 

IT cpuu DE EXAMINED:BY THE COMMISSION OR TYE FEJ, IT 'tAS 'CLEANED 

AND PRESSED' AS WERE THE GOVERNOR'S JAC4ET'AND TROUSERS% WHO CLEANED 

THE SHIRT AND THEREBY MUTILATED THE EVIDENCE?". 

HE DISPUTES THE EVIDENCE. ON WHICH OSWALD'S MOVEMENTS. WERE 

RECONSTRUCTED FROM THE TIME OF THE SHOOTING TO THE MOMENT WHEN, THE 

COMMISSION . REPORTED, OSWALD =LED THE DALLAS POLICEMAN, J.D., 


