
"I have news for you, soldier. You were left-handed." 

U.ev ie. 

pects of man and nature that make this 
novel so exciting, but it is his awareness 
of mysteries, which he imparts to us, 
that makes it so moving. 

—VICTOR CHAPIN. 

Wehrmacht Hardy with Heart: When 
a first-person journal is offered to the 
reader as fiction, it is natural to wonder 
about the author's background. Nor-
mally, it isn't cricket to go beyond the 
book or book jacket. But this one merely 
says that Michael Mott's first novel was 
The Notebooks of Susan Berry and that 
he lives with wife and twin daughters 
in London. His second novel, Helmet 
and Wasps (Houghton Mifflin, $3.95), 
is a far fictional reach from this sparse 
personal note. For the author's "1" is a 
young German officer living in a requi-
sitioned villa when the American forces 
begin to move north of Rome in the Sec-
ond World War. Inquiry discloses that 
the author is an Anglo-American too 
young to have seen the wartime he writes 
about. Thus, projecting himself inside 
the mind of a Wehrmacht hardy is a 
double burden and, as it turns out at the 
end of this short novel, an impossible 
one. 

Yes, there have been novels written 
by nonparticipants who have come to 
major events, military and otherwise, 
long years later. But it takes something 
akin to genius to write a Red Badge of 
Courage. And even in those empathic 
historical novels about ancient warriors, 
it has been necessary to establish a link 
between author and a fictional charac-
ter's thought processes. 

Mr. Mott's German captain is an 
enigma. He lives in a twilight villa, sur-
rounded by opera buffa Italians. The 
gardener scrapes and bows like Henry 
Armetta. The housekeeper is delighted 
that her dishes are so well received by 
the occupying Germans. Fellow-officers 
click their heels. Widows and house-
wives in the small town pay court to the 
corporals and privates. Several heavy 
German superiors all but have Heidel-
berg dueling scars. 

A young Italian woman falls in love 
with the rigid captain. At the age of 
nineteen she herself is given to long and 
terribly wise silences. An incident occurs 
at the villa involving several hidden Jew-
ish children. Previously the captain has 
turned in an old Jewish woman. This 
time he helps to save the children. 

The novel turns around this small in-
cident. Although the author has written 
Helmet and Wasps with a certain ele-
gance, the reader cannot help feeling 
that the writing is a substitute for inte-
rior development. But then Mr. Mott 
gave himself an almost impossible fiction 
assignment to begin with. 

--HERBERT MITGANG. 
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