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A declassitied FBI report is
ing cited fo support new
challenges to the Warren
Commission contention that
Lee Harvev Oswald was the
lone assassin of President
Kennedy.

At issue mainly is whether
a single bhullet passed
through President Kennedy's
body and then wounded Gov-
ernor Jdohn B, Connally of
Texas.

The critics suggest it had
to be a separate bullet that
wounded the governor, with
the firing time for Oswald’s
holf-action rifle being such
that there had to be a second
assassin also firing.

The commission’s repuort
was thal three shots appar-
enily were fired. 1t found
“yery persuasive evidence”

. that the first bullet to hit the
president also wounded Con-
nally, and said a later bullet
inflicted a massive, fatal
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bead wound on the President.

Une shot, it said, “probahly
missed,” with evidence “in-
conclusive” on whether this
was the first, second or third.

Viking Press will publish
on-June 22 a hook evolved
from a Cornell University
master’s thesis, ‘“Inquest,”
by Edward Jay Epstein, in-
cluding 36-pages of the B
report.

Helt. Rinehart & Winston
planst o publish on Septem-
her § a book, “Rusg to Judg-
ment.,” by Mark Lane, for a
white counsel retained by Os-
wald’s mother.

The FBI report is alse
being cited in a book, *"White-
wash,” published in Hyatfs-
town. Md., by its author.
Harold Weisherg, . former
Senate Civil Liberties Sub-
commitiee investagor.

1t is to be mentioned alsor 1

“The Oswald Affair,” by Leov
Sauvage, correspondent ol

the newspaper Le Figaro. of
Paris, due September 6 from
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the World Publishing Compa-
ny.

The report by the FBI had
first been described by 4
Philadelphia lawyer, Vincent
J. 8alandria. in the April is-
sue of the magazine, ““The
Minority of One.”

These followed an Award
Books paperback, ''The
Unanswered Questions about
President Kennedv’s Assassi-
nation,” by Sylvan Fox. lat
city edifor of the New York
World-Telegram and the Sun.
aut since October.

One statement in the FBI
“Summary Report” dated
December 9. 1963, sayd
“Medical examination of the
President’s body revealed
that one of the bullets had en-
tered just below his shoulder
to the right of the spinal col-
wmn at an angle of 45 to 60
degrees downward, that
there was no point of exif,
and that the bullet was not in
the hody.”
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Report’ dated January ™ 13,
1964, adds. “Medical exami-
ration of the President’s
body had revealed that the
bullet which entered his back
had penetrated to a distance
of less than a finger length.”
The FBl documents are in
the National Archives in
Washington.

By contrast, the repovt of
the antopsy performed No-
vermber 22, signed by three
military surgeons, says the
hullet had —entered the right
superior posterior thorax
abive the scapula,” trav-
ersed soft fussues, produced
contusions on a lung and nect
muscles and “made its exit
through the anterior surface
of the neck.” or entry in the
upper back. five and a half
inchies below the right should-
er juint fip. and out the fromt
of the neck.

The clinical sumumary
notes the autopsy had beeu
followed by a telephone talk
November 23 with Dr. Mal-
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col mPerry. Dallas surgeun.
This developed information
that, in trying to save the
DPresident’s life, A tracheo-
tomy was performed by ex-
tending” what had been a
small wound of “the low an-
terior neck.”

Epstein, a 31-year-old New
Yorker, now a Harvard doc-
twral student, asserts the as-
sassination film indicetes thie
President and governor were
both wounded within 1.8 sec-
onds, So. he argues, “either
both men were hit by the
same bullet, or there were
two aseassing.”

The evidence. lLe contends
inn his book. ‘‘indicates that
the I'BI reports are not erro-
neous.” He savs two FBI
agents were present al the
autopsy. He quotes testimony
by two Secret Service agents
that autopsy doctors “could
notl ftind a path for the
hulled” through the Presi-
dent’s body.

He ofters a surgeon's di-
agrams made during the au-
topsy and FBI pictures taken
of the President’s jacket and
shirt to contend a bullet en-
tering the back would have
had to twm upward to 2o out
the neck.

In rebuttal, J. Lee Rankin,
the commission’s former gen-
eral counsel, and WNorman
Redlich, whe was his deputy,
sav the go-called “FRI Sum-
mary Report' as already
evaluated and discarded duwr-
ing the Warren inquiry.

Arlen Specter. now district
attorney of Philadelphia, who
is credited with having devel-
oped the “single-bullet” hy-
pothesis ag the gommission’s
puthesis as the commission’s
assistani counsel, says he has
not yet seen the Epstein
bouk. But he asseris “the ve-
port is solidly based oun the
evidence.”

The FBI has declined com-
ITEents.
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