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| -~ rOR IMEDIATE RELEASE
e THURSDAY, JULY 23, 1942

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Attorney General Francis Biddle today annoﬁnéea .Ithé' -'..o._];;eﬁi.ng .of a
sesled indictment xfet}urne& by ‘a Federal Grand Jury in the District of.Columbia
cherging 28 persons with a nation-wide conspir'ac};'_.: ;

(a) to interfere with, impair and influence the loyalty, morale and
discipline of the military and naval forces-of the United States, in violation
of Sectionll, Title 18, U.S.Code; a:ad _ ‘

(b) to cause insubordination, . dlsloyalty, mutiny and refusal of duty
in the mllltary and naval forces of the United States ) in violation of Sect.:.on
34, Title 50 U.5. Code.

The indictment was returned on July A, 1942, before Judge James W.
Morris in the United States District Court_ for the District of Columbia and was
impounded by the Court in the public interest. e 3 |

The case was handled for the Department of Justice by William Powér
Maloney and John T, M. Reddan, Speclal Ass:.stants to the A’ctorney General, under
the persona.'l. d:l.rectlon of Ass:.stant Attorney General Wendell Berge, in charge
of the Criminal Division.

Named as defendants in thé in‘dic_"c'men‘.t, were_-.e_,-thé followings

!

1, COURT ASHER, Muncie, Inde;

DATIID J. (TER, alias THE_. CHANCH

-
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| No‘blesvf% -
5. OSCAR ERUMBACK, Washington, D. C. and Luray, Va.;

6. PRESCOTL ashington, D. C.;

£

’ _ gy X ; - | (OVER}



-2 - T =g : e

7. C. LEON DE ARYAN, San Diego; Cal.; L ey
SRR '
8 HUDSON de PRIEST, Wichita, Kan., and New York C:Lty,

e HANS %‘,Los Angeles, Cal.;

o AT

10. ELIZABETH DILLING, alias.] n UFF

e T TR TR

OHNSON, Chicago, Ill.;

ll. EI.P“ER J. GARNER Wichita, Kan.,

.
.,

N, alias R. E. EDMONDSON, New York City and

13‘ = bER i
anta Barbara, C-'., q:hia»wﬁ$wﬁmnﬁ

Lo MILL;I'_AM GRIFFIN, New York c:.ty; :

et

15, CEARLES B. HU‘DSON, allas REV. FRANK OODRUFF JORNSON, Onaba, Neb.
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R

16. ELLIS 0. JONES, Los. Angeles, Cal.,

17. W.LILIA:M &I;L,GRM Atascadero, Cal.;

18. WILLIAM ROBERT LYMAN, JR., alias ROBERT MNHAME Detroit;
19. DONALD McDANIEL, Chicago, 1. ;.

| 20, IROEZELRT NOE&.:E,MLOS Angeles, Cal.;

£ Err————
2. WILLIAM Dggﬁaﬁ” ELIEY, Noblesville, Ind.;

R
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24, FERMAN MAX scnwxm Los Angeles, Cal.; -
W

S SR

254 RALPH TOWNSﬂ_ 2 5an Fran01sco, Cal., Lake. Geneva, W1s.,:and
“Washington, D. Ce 3

o i

e JAI‘IES C.‘?T‘RU'E&'{;rllngton, Va., and Wash:.ngton, D. C.,

27. GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK, allas d. B.‘HAMILTON, New York City and

2 = 'j

26. GERALD B. WINROD, Wichita, Kan, e
,Nﬁﬂw " 2 s i \ T I_!_';..:_I' iR

Count One of the indictment charges that from June 28, 1940, to the

present the defendants "unlawfully, w1lfully, felonlously and know1ngly" con=

spired to commit acts in violation of Section 1, T:L’Qle 3,8, U S Gode, which
woulds
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"(1) Advise, counsel, urge and cause insubordination, disloyalty,
mutiny and refusal of duty by members of the military and
naval forces of the United States, and

“(ll) Distribute and cause to be distributed written ard printed

matter advising, counselling, and urging insubordination,
disloyalty, mutiny and refusal of duty by members. of the mili- -
tary and naval forces of the United States,"

The indictment charges that this consplracy was ca.rr:.ed on through the
printing, publishing, distribu’c.ing and circulating of newspapers ,__‘p'ooks s maga=
zines, leaflets, circulars, pamphlets and other documents in the following places;
among otherss New York City; Chicago; Washington, D. C.j Noblesville and
Muncie, Ind,3; Wichita and Newton, Kan,; Los Angeles, "Sé'ﬁ‘fDi"é*g*cfi;“S'a.n Bernardino,
Colton, Santa Barbara, Atascadero and San Francisco, Gale; Ohaha: Arlington, Va.;
Lake Geneva, Wis.3 New Haven, Conn.; ‘and Erfurt and Stuttgart, Germany.'

Among such publications employed dim the conspiracyy the indictment

charges, weré the followings
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The indictment fhfthér chargésiﬁﬁé% ihlfurthering the conspiracy the
defendants organlzed or causgd to be arganized supported used .controlled, or :

contrlbuted flnancially to the follow1ng organlzatlons, among others:

e

so known as AMERICAN-GERMAN BUND
-ax-(Detroit, Mich.)

G WARS

By efpToying the*forégoa‘:ng'pﬁ’blﬁ:ﬁétﬁms;"-do-’c;mﬁéﬁtsw-aﬂd---.ergani-ﬁatibns,

among others, and by making use of the Congr3551ona1 Record the 1nd1ctment

alleges, 4he defendants conspired - to aonvey to and urge upqn members of the
armed forces of the United States ﬂé."for ihﬁmpurpose_of obstructlng, and -

designed and 1ntended to impede, obstruct and defeat the preparatlon of our

T

that the United Nations wereq;neffeptggl,_pggt the Uniteq_$tapps_was.5afe from
attack, and that confidence in American{pgp;iq‘oifiqials*ﬁaé misplaced and

unwarranted. - R b i fﬁ-wru,j'
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;. In furtherance of- this three-pronged campaign, the indictment alleges,
the @efendantg gonspi;ed to propagandize the armed forces oi.the,Unitéa States
to the effect:tﬁ;ti;:x L ] = | R )

#(1) ° The war now raging in all parts of the world, . comnonly known

as 'The War for Survival'!, is a dishonest war waged at the expense and measured
in blood and dollars of the people of the United States solely for the benefit

" of and to insure the'continuance of world domination by 'International Jewry-

" Orgariized Finance', 'British-AmericanCapitalists’, 'British Imperialists',
"t International Bankers', 'International Capitalists!, 'Mongolian Jews', Commu-
nists and other persons and groups opposed to our republican form of govern-
., mentls

n(ii) The duly elected holders of public office and the Govermment
of the United States are controlled by Communists and members of the Communist
Internationale who are seeking to destroy the Constitution of the United States
" and our republican form of govermment and substitute therefor a Communist form
of ‘government under the rule of a dictatorship®; : :

Sl n(iii) The people of the United States are being forced by dishonest,

' corrupt, and traitorous public officials to finance a war against nations and

" people who are friendly to the United States and who have no aggressive designs
* upon the United States"; - : .

: #(iv) - By supplying arms and munitions and other implements of war
to the Goverrment of Soviet Russia the Goverrment of the United States is
giving aid and comfort to a foreign power whose agents have already filtered
into high public offices in the Govermment seeking to destroy the republican
form of govermment of the United States and to prepare the way for the said
foreign power to take possession of the United States's

"(v) . Germany and Italy have committed no aggressive act against
any nation and are fighting a solely defensive war against British Imperialism,
Anerican Capitalists, and the desire ef American public officials to rule the
world, hence any act 6f War 4gainst them or-either of them is unjust and immoral
on the part of the United States'; :
o i) . The Japanese war against China is morally right and just and
. ooristitutes ‘an'effort: by the Japanese to establish right and justice in terri-
tory formerly ruled -by anarchists, brigands and Communists lying within the
Japanese“spheré&of influencel; .. = = 7 .

‘n(yii) The Axis Powers are fighting to free the world from domination
by Communism and International Jewry, hence the United States should give no
aid and comfort to'the ehemies of the Axishsy v -+’ :

n(viii) An honorable and just peace could be brought about speedily
were it not for the opposition of Communists and International Jewry";

. w(ix) Thelpeoplps of nations opposed to the Axis Powers are politi-
celly and morally decadent, corrupt and degenerate';

(OVER)



"(x) . The cause of the Axis Powers is the gcause of justice and
morality"; ' : on B ;

"(xi) To.gire aid to ahy of:thE“hatienéfanﬁ‘ﬁeoplesﬁﬁpﬁesed to the
Axis Powers is to encourage the growth and spread of Commnnism“'

“(xii) «If.the Axis Powers:are defeated, all of EurOpe and Asia.will
be ruled by a Communlstle fonn of Government '

"(xiii) The natlons Oppcsed to the Axis P0were ‘are not in fact friend~
ly to the United Stebes but are seeking under the giise of friendship and com-
munlty of interest and ideals to obtain from the Unlied States money, materlals
. and men with whitch to' fight -an- unjust war's

"(xiv) ‘The only interest the nations opposed to the Axis Peﬁers ‘have
in the United States is how much in money and materlals of war they can get from
the United States free'; T :

: "(xv) . Great Britain is plannlng t0 destroy the, independence - of the
United States and to force the United States into a natlonal union Wlth the
British Emplre“- ‘

"(xvi) - As a result of sendlng and glvlng Amerlean arms, equipment and
materials of war to foreign nations whigch are Oppoeed to and seeking to destroy
American ideals and our republican farm of :government, United States military
and naval forces, inadequately armed, equipped and'led ‘are being exposed to
terrible physical handicaps, dxseases and death and are belng ‘slaughtered
like sheep!'"; . _ I . '

n(xvii) No real danger ‘exists anywhere ln the world to the Unlted
States, its p03565610n5'vr1ts republlean fonm of . goverrment'; :

m(xiii) The Japanese attack upon “Pearl ‘Harhor was 1nst1gated by
Great Britain." s ; ; .

[

The Indlctment further ch&rges that..the defendants, es & -part of their
conspiracy, carried on "a systematle eampalgn of, personal. vairflcatlen and
defamation of the publle offlclals of the United States Government" in order to
convince members.of the armed forcee_tpet "such publie ofﬁlclals are traltor-
ous, corrupt, dishonest, incempetent,_un—Amer;ean_end mentally unbalanced'.

To thielend,.the iﬁdietmeet alleges, the_deiendeets propagandized the members
of the mjilitary and naval forces of the United Stetee to ;ﬁe effeet'thata
_ (a) The.United States is governed, eot by eleeted_representatives,

"but by a secret foreign greﬁp'of persons and organizations opposed to American
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priﬁciples and ideals and seeking to overthrow the Constitution";

(b) Elected representativeS'have violated their oath of office to
support the Constitution and "are planning fo involve the United States in a
war as a means of enabling them to overthrow the Constitution" and substitute
a dictatorship; |

(c) "The war with Japan was provoked deliberately by officials of the
United States Government as a means of enabling them to seize permanent control
of the Government vos under the guise of mllltarj neceSSity", :

(d) American public officials "are bent on couquering the whole world
and to that end have provoked war with Germary, Italy ard Japan'"; and "de-
liberately plofted” the war in league with the Communists; .andnere plotting
to "force the United Statee into a permanent ‘political union With Great Britain"h

(e) "The public OfflClalS of “the United States are etheistlc and anti-
religieus“; o 5 ', t;: g2 5

(£)  As a result of "dishonest, illegal, corrupt" acts and orders of
Anmerican public oificlals,."members of the military and naval forces of the
United States have needlessly lost~their lives';

(g) "The public officials of the United States are'“insaﬁe nurderers
~bent'on-ruling=¢heﬁthTé*wefiﬁ”“LJ;-“édﬁ&ndering.therwealth of the nation in
order to cé}ryeeuﬁ‘their plan'for'wefld“aemination“ «os "anti-Christiang

Marxisn dictators" ;}i“egcrifieing-deliﬁenately'the,defense of the United States
' to rush to the;defehsé*éf”éo&ieee,icorrupf'énd'degenerate nations" ,.. "Judas-
like betrayere‘betheif-country" ..{dﬁﬁieEﬁihé,to mingle the blood of Negroes,
criminals and Jews with that e & Christian—Amerlcan goldiers and sailors by
means of transfu51ons and so—called "blood banks! ..."

‘"It being the plan and purpose of said defendants", the indict-
ment charges, '"to destroy the moralé and faith and confidence -

(OVER)
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of the members of the military and naval forces of the United States
and the people--of-the United States in their public officials and repub-
lican form of govermment," the defendants conspired  !to seize upon and use

and misuse the right .of fréedamféfuspeech.and of the press to spread their dis-

loyal doctrines, intending and believing that any nation.allpwing.to its people

the right of freedom of speech and of the press is powerless to defend itself

.against enemies masquerading.qs_patriots and seeking to obstruct, impede,

- break—-down and destroy the.proper functioning of its republican form of govern-

. ment under the guise of honest gritic;sm.“' -

The indictment charées,thét the defendaﬁts entered into and.continued
theiqpnspi;apy;ﬂknoﬁing-fpll well and_intending that a govermment bereft of '
the faith and confidence of,ﬁhéﬂmambers of the military and naval forceé and
of the people is powerless to defend-the nation or the people against armed
attack from without or treachery from within",

. According to the indictment, the defendants "as a part of ... and a

means .to.the accomplishment.of the end" of the conspiréqy, engaged in "a con-

tinuous and systematic campaign.of written and printed opposition and sabotage

‘against any and all efforts of public officials ... to arouse the members of

‘the militar§ and ‘naval :forces.... and the American .people to a realization of

the:grave and imminent danger th;eaﬁening the national existence of the United
States" by propagandizing the. armed forces‘qf the United States to the:effect
that: -

- (a) Activities of the Axis Powers constitute "no real danger to the
naticnal existence'gnd:secur§ty of the United States or to any of its terri-
torial possessions"; » |
- (b) “Nonelof the Axis Powers has any intention of . threatening the

United States's
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(¢) Expansion, strengthening or modernization of our armed forces
o Y £ , s

by any means whatsoever, is unnecessary and is'part.of,thatplotﬂby American

public officials to involve the United States in waré

(d) American public officials are seeking deliberéiely to "provoke"
a2 war with "peaceful nations, such as Germany, Italy and Japan, which are seek-
ing only to live at peace with the world in general and with the United States
in particular'; | | .
| (e) It is "impossible" for'any of the Axis natiohs to.waée war -
sucqessfully against the United States or-to "seize and”occupy any United
States territory";

(£) The United States should "refrain from interference" in the war;

(g) . "The policy of hemispheric solidarity and Pan American co—ﬁperatior
for defense, Sponsdred'by the United States, is doomed to.failure because the
people of Latin America are physically degenerate and politically corrupt!;

| (h). The actions of Germany, Italy and Japan are "justified in the-

eyes af God" and -constityte merely "an attempt to. throw off the yoke of harsh
and unjust restrictions imposed upon the so-calléd*nxis Powers by the lMonroe -
Doctrine and by Great Britain and her allies of the first World War";

(3) Staﬁeméntsﬂaffkmeriqan;puﬂlic,officials.that our best interest
is to be served.by.aiding ‘the Unitéd”Natibns are "false and designed to conceal
from-the people the tfﬁe fact that such public officials are under the control
and domination of British Imperialists and International Jews";

(k) "The public offibiaisibf the United States are guilty of murdering
American soldiers and sailors kiiled while carrying out the illegal orders of

such public officials.!

(OVER)
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The indictméﬁflsets-fbrth SO-qﬁotatioﬁé‘eré articles and stateﬁéﬁ%s
publlshed and prlnted or caused to be prlnted by the defendants in furtherlng
" the conspiracy; and in addltlon, 01tes various "overt acts" of d efendants
establishing jurisdiction. I s

Count Two of the indictment charges that the defendants, fram
becembér'S;ilézi;'éﬁdkﬁﬁffﬁjthe presentment "unlawfully, willfully, feloni-

ously and knowingly" conspired to violate Section 34, Title 50, U.S. Gode,

i SR

by willfully cau31ng and attamptlng to ~cause 1nsubord1natlon, dislcyalty,
mutiny and refusal of duty in “the- mllltary and naval forces of the Unlted
States in order to obstruct ‘the recruztlng'and enlistment services of the = e

: sz et
- United States. '-

Count Two reafflrms and’ realleges, in comnection with this consplracy,

all the charges contalned ih Count One.,

Maximum penalties inder Sectionll, Title 18; are a fine of $10,000
or ten years impfisonmeﬂf; or”Both; and under Sectiogp 34, Title 50, a fine

of $10,000 or imprisorment for 20 years, or both,



