
Communist Front 'Union` 
Seeks Congressional Purge 

Ouster of 29 Members in November 
Objectjf 'Democratic Action' Gar 

 By CHESLY MANLY 
A spec al. supplement of the left wing maga ine New 

Republic, just published, announced the undertaking of 
the so-called Union for Democratic Action to "purge" three 
Senators and 26 Representatives 
in the congressional elections this 
year. 

Inquiry disclosed yesterday the 
State Department has a dossier 
on the Union for Democratic Ac-
tion which it keeps in its officially 
denominated "Communist activi- 
ties file." 	 • 
Communist Front Members 

The Dies Committee on -un-
Ainerican Activities also has ex- 
tensive records concerning the 
organizers and members of the 
U.D.A., as well as their member-
ships in hundreds of other Com-
munist front organizations. 

Senators on the U.D.A. purge 
list' are Wayland Brooks (R.); of 
Illinois; Arthur Capper (R.), of 
Kansas, and W. Lee O'Daniel (D.), 
of Texas. 

The Representatives are Hamil-
ton Fish 1(R.), of New -York; 
Stephen A. Day (R.), of Illinois; 
Clare E. Hoffman (R.), of Michi-
gan; Paul Shafer (R.), of Michi-
gan; Howard W. Smith (D.), of 
Virginia; Martin Dies (D.), of 
Texas; William P. Lamberton ( R.), 
of Kansas; Harold Knutson (R.), 
of Minnesota; Eugene E. Cox (D.), 
of Georgia; William B. Barry (D.), 
of New York; Frank Keefe (R.), 
of Wisconsin; Leland Ford (R.), 
of California; Charles Faddis (D.), 
of Pennsylvania; Everett Dirksen 
(R.), of Illinois; Dewey Short 
(R.), of Missouri; Joshua L. Johns 
(R.), of Wisconsin; Martin Swee-
ney (D.), of Ohio; John Rankin 
(D.), of Mississippi; Karl Mundt 
(R.),' of South Dakota; James Van 
Zandt (R3, of Pennsylvania; 
Joseph.  Starnes (D3, of Alabama; 
Thomas Winter (R.),' of Massa-
chusetts; Harry Coffee (D.), of 
Nebraska; J. Parnell Thomas (R.), 
of New Jersey; James F: O'Connor 
(D.), of Montana, and Frederick 
Smith (R.), of Ohio. 

But Not Marcantonio 

Most of these members were 
leading non-interventionists be-
fore Pearl Harbor, but not all of 
t h e m. Representatives D i e s, 
Starnes, Smith of Virginia and 
Cox, for example, consistently sup-
ported the Administration's war 
policies before Pearl Harbor. But 
they are outstanding foe's of Com-
munism. 

Representative Vito. Marcan-
tonio (AL.), of New York, who 
has been characterized by former 
PoStrnaster peneral Jarnei 
Farley as the ' only CbrattiuritSt 
inember of Congress, . is not roil 
the'1313 A. purge liSt. Ditring the 
period of the Hitler-Stalin alliatide 
from August, 1939, to June,-  1941, 
Marcantonio consistently' opposed 
the Administration's war policy 
Measures and even voted against 
some of the most important au-
thorizations and appropriations fOr 
our own Army and Navy. Bdt he 
is a patriot to the U.D.A. 

The New Republic "purge" issue 
violently attacks the Chicago Trib-
une, accusing it of "treachery." 
The Senators aria RepresentatiVes 
on the purge list are termed "ob-
structionists." The magazine dis-
claims any intention of implying 
that they alone were obstruction-
ists or that otherS should be for-
given. "In the House, perhapS the 
most dangerous man of all, since 
he is one of the most powerful, is 
Joseph Martin (R epubli can 
leader)," the article states. 	- 

Brooks Under Attack 

The. magazine makes the flat 
charge that Senator Brooks "has 
found real buddies among the Ku 
Klux Klanners. On August' 27, 
1940, at Rockford, Ill., Senator 
Brooks spoke to 60,000 Klansmen  

and stamped this hate-renascence 
party with the prestige of his high 
office." 

"Of course this is a contempti-
ble smear," said Senator Brooks. 
"I spike on that day to approxi-
mately 100,000 persons attending 
the annual Trask Ridge picnic, 
which is the oldest and largest 
farmers' picnic in the Middle 
West. The speech was broadcast 
nationally and recorded for the 
newsreels." 

Kenneth G. Crawford, Washing-
ton correspondent of Marshall 
Field's PM in New York, is a mem-
ber of the executive committee of 
the U.D.A. PM has been described 
on the floor of the House as the 
uptown edition of the Daily 
Worker. 

Amlie Capital Agent 

Former Representative Thomas 
R. Amlie, of Wisconsin, is the 
director of U.D.A.'s Washington 
bureau. After Amlie had been re-
pudiated by the Progressive Party 
in 1938, President Roosevelt nomi- 
nated him for the Interstate Com-
merce Commission but was forced 
to withdraw the nomination to 
prevent certain rejection by the 
Senate. Members of the Inter-
state Commerce Committee said 
they could not stomach his pro-
gram of revolution. 

Officers of the U.D.A., all well 
known fellow travelers of the 
Communists, are Frank Kingdon, 
president; Reinhold Niebuhr, 
chairman; Robert Bendiner, John 
L. Childs and Franz Daniel, vice 
chairmen; Freda Kirchway, treas-
urer; Murray Cross, secretary, and 
James Loeb jr., executive secre-
tary. 

Miss Kirchway, or Mrs. Evans 
Clark, is editor of the Nation, an-
other proletarian organ which 
closely follows the Communist 
party line. As long ago as 1927, 
she was listed as a member of the 
executive board and one of the 
owners of the New Masses, an of-
ficial organ of the Communist 
party, in its own statement. 



State Department's View 

The following account of thrl-
U.D.A. is contained in the files 
the State Department: 

"The Union for Democretin.4 
tion, despite its name, is an iggie 
gation of persons whose chie. 
claimto, public attention is thei, 
long record of affiliation with tin 
front organizations of the Corn 
munist party. 

"Even more sinister than the 
past records of the union's mem-
bers is the objective of the group. 
That objective may be summarized 
briefly as the utilization of Amer-
ica's war crisis for the purpose of 
effecting what the union believes 
to be a program of social gains. 
Translated into stark realism, the 
union's idea of social gains is 
in the entrenchment of the pro-
ponents of class struggle even 
more deeply into American life. 

"The case against the Union for 
Democratic Action may be stated 
in brief by calling attention to 
the fact that its outstanding lead-
ers have long records of affilia-
tion with the numerous front or-
ganizations of the Communist 
party. 

Eight Typical "Travelers" 

"To cite only a few of these in-
dividuals, the following may be 
named: Reinhold Niebuhr, Freda 
Kirchway, John L. Childs, Frank 
Kingdon, A. Philip Randolph, 
Herman F. Reissig, Margaret For-
syth and Morris Schappner. These 
eight individuals, who are typical 
of the entire membership of the 
Union for Democratic Action, 
have had at least 192 affiliations 
with Communist front organize. 
tions. The affiliations with Com-
munist fronts Of all the the mem-
bers of the union would represent 
a grand total of several thousand. 

"Glancing at the list of Com-
munist fronts in. which the. fore-
going eight individuals have. been ' 
active as leaders, we find the fol-
lowing: American League Against 
War and Fascism, American 
American League for Peace and 
Democracy, American Committee 
for Democracy and- Intellectual 
Freedom, American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born, 
Medical Bureau and North Ameri-
can Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy, American Student 
Union, American Youth Congress, 
National Negro Congress, the New 
Masses, the Communist Party, and 
the League of American Writers." 


