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COMMUNIGH IN 91 CONSIN GHOWN IN RiPOR? TO DIES INVISTIGATOR
*Invasion* of University, Labor snd Pelitios Told by Pormer Red Lesder

How Plsn to Use Young Jewish Radicals from New Tork daokfired on Party

Milwsukee, 7isconsin -- Disd osures of Oumrunist sctivity in ¥Wisconsin--politioslly
through the Wisconsin Conferenos on socisl pogislation in the faculty snd student body
of the University of wisconsin, and in orgsnized labor through %he Comrunistio

sontrol of the CIO-~have bean given to the Dies Committes invastigeting un-Arerican
sotivities. '

A voluminous affidavit by Ferrell Schnering, former Comrunist, was given to
Thomee J. Nas, senlor investigetor for the Diee Corvittes, & month SgO.

¥r. {ohnering, a resident of Khlweukee, ¥as formerly editor of the ¥isconsin
Voice of Labor, » Com:unist publicetion, snd former Milwaukes aorrespondent for the
Comruniel Deily Worker. He wes u member of the Compuniet Party for four yours, until
Jenuary 1, 1956. He is now & lestursr for the Cstholic Youth Organizstion,

Wisconsin Took on Red Glow in 1933

: Comwunis t activity began to bear frult in ¥isconsin about 1933, Mr. Lehnering
told the Dies investigetor. In politice, he sssertéd, the ¥Wimconsin C nfersnce for
Soclel Legislationw-described as a "Cormunist front® orgenizetion--threatens %o become
8 state powsr. He sharged furthermors thet the Yorkers Allisnce, & W'A employen'

orgenizstion, is led by Communiets or friends of Cormunists.

- $#/-e- Mr. Sohnaring then desoribed the *invasion® of the University of
¥isconsin by New York Communist youth. This influx of y ung Uomnunists into the
University of Wisconsin began about 1928 end 1929, the affidavit ststes.

"There has been widespresd congecturs &s %o whethsr the University of 7isconsin
is & Corrunist mcedemy with e bolshevik fmoulty," Mr. Behnering observed to en inter-
viewer. "As e Corruni % 1 used to wish this oherge were trus.®

New York Redicale Saw "Opportunity®

Redicels in Kew York, he snid, 41d believe thet Wisconsin'e state university
was "Comrunist® and entered it because, es he said, "they ware slmoet certein they
might diresct the Americ:n revoiution frow Kadisonl®

These youny redisuls fram New York, ssid Schnering, were eil Jaws, *but,® he
eddd s :ded, "not in any sense whatever did they represent the Juwish people-~it would
be gquite corrsoet to descrl ¢ them a8 & pary of WMWM
ths Jews in bad reputs.* ' 5

The vempus hengout of this New York tlique, Sohnering omid, wes the “mwusic room
of the Remoriel Uninn Building," He added thet these redicels beceme "cuite odious %0
the r=et of the student body, oe thay we - : gund
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gehnering seld he blemed ther for fostering & “rather unfortunste situetion®
s rogards anti-Semitise on the university ocsmpus.

Boys' Racisl Zesrl Defested Reds' Alm

*I recell that during she school yeer of 1933~34 1 had grsst diffioulty with
this group,® Mr. Gohnering expleined. "I hed warned thee that by their saotions they
were genersiing snti-gemitlier. I insisted that sore of them tut their helr and prass
‘heir pents.*

He added thet he alsc had insisted shat they *refrsin from putting nembers of
thelr own group into all the lesding ;ositions of the Natinal Student Lssgue,® but that
he was disobeyed, with the rasult thet the Wisconsin student body "shunned the N.s.L.
like the piagwe muellpox!

"1 foel quite certein thet the very best way to sssure rinimum results from
Comrunist efforts st the university is to keep o few of this type of Comrunists on the
gsmpus~~aven st ths sxpenss of sn oocasional schol:rshipl®

Lecsl Auto Union Pride of Comtuniaste

Mr. Schnering's sffidavit newmed a number of Wisconsin labor lemisrs s»
Cormunist party members and devoted many papes of his effidevit to the affairs of the
Allis~Chalmwere looal of the tnited sutomobile Workere {CI0), which he desoribed as
'~ "the pride of the ﬂt)munht. perty«*

By 1956, he ssid, Coowmunists hed scquired high positions in meny union loosls

~ and woved to found & state central CIC body. Repressntatives of the Communist party
who poss as QIO officials rule theorganisati-n with an iron hand, he deposed. "they
keop the renk end file in complets ignorance of what is happsning in the unions. Thay
sre in s positien 4o thoroughly trounce sll those they define es Sred ’'red bLajters,’
snd anyone who dissgrees with thee in the siightest is s0 described.

Mr. Schnering deglared thet the Allis-Chalwers locsl 248, United Autorobile
Workers hae "long been the pride of the Comrmunist perty.® He nsmed severszl officials
ss Comrunista and described the tsctics of the “fiying squadron® a strong erm contingent
to bask up red totalitsrisniss in the union,

"Wiyiny cquedron® Celled Privete Army

The flying musdron wee described es "s privete army® of sbout 130 m.-n. Those
who belonged %o the flying squedron had to be eithsr members or ver, close aympsthisers
with the Compunist purty. A large number of ther did not aven wokk st Allis~-Chalmers
or belong to woocsl 248, It wee smid thet & fow of them had been unewployed since 1929
and never belonged Yo eny union.

*The most alarming dizcoveries were brought to light,” the affidavit releted.
*1t was discovared that the flying s quadron wes & mob for strong srm scthom. Ite
wambers were equisped with brass knuckles, snd one night esch wesk was spant in drilliing
in the verious Sechniquenr of gang Cighting.
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*The Coumcunists in Wissonein are in & betterpositi n todsy than they have
ever besn,® lir. Schnering told his interviewsr:. "The distrist counoil of the Uaw,
which, under the sdwinistration of George Xiebler, wes & Wwdweks bulwerk sgainst the
Communists, is now being swallowed by them-=gnother 40,000 Ameriosn being eubmerses

Renesth Communist lesdershiz!®

-

Organize for Politicel Aotion

In Septamber, 1958, the Commsuniets organimed the ¥is® nein Conference on Sosial
Legieletion ss & mesnn of mmploying %o polisiosl advantsge the influence they wislded
through the Lesgue for Pusce and Demoorscy and the CIG, Mr. Schnering disclosed.

He nemed as "fellow Aravelers® a grest number #f Wisconsin psrsons, sotive as
public lesders in variocus "front" orginisetions. For exemple, ichnering's affidevit
#y8 seys of Mrs. Clinton M. Berr, populer ¥isco:.sin olub woman: "I witnmaced the
procecs by which ¥rs. Jarr wes firet duped. In 1955 phe mads & trip %o Peria for the
Roesr Women's Interneticnsl “esce Urnferences. &ince then she han sctively worked for
the Lesgue for Paece and ewrscy G5he is nt 8 member of the Communist party, st it is

no seoret to her thast the lesgue is vontrolisd by the party.

In like manner, the {chnering sffidavit characterises ¥re. Meta Sergsr, widow
of the lats Socielist Congresmen sditor, Victor Berger, and a forcer Miiwsukee school
borrd member: Mirs. Berg r wae miso greatly influenced.... and proceedsd tos uprord
the Ameriosn Lesgeus for Pesce sand Dewoorsoy. It was no seorst t¢ her thst the
lesgus sontrolled 3 e cunist pariy~-she wae consoiously supporting the
Comiunist party in 1te sotivity within the resdem reslms of her own organisstion, the
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