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T
h

ey are accu
sed

 o
f tryin

g
 to

 raise $500,000 to
 in

flu
en

ce N
ixo
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T
w

o
 C

h
arg

ed
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.ont kAry 	

q78 
, u

m
p
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g

n
ew

 P
lo

t 
B

oston 

T
w

o
 M

assach
u
setts b

u
sin

ess-
m

en
 w

ere accu
sed

 in
 co

u
rt y

ester-
day of trying to raise $500.000 in an 
effo

rt to
 in

flu
en

ce R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 

to
 d

u
m

p
 S

p
iro

 A
g
n
ew

 as h
is 1

9
7
2
 

ru
n

n
in

g
 m

ate in
 fav

o
r o

f fo
rm

er 
G

overnor John V
olpe. 

T
h
ere w

as n
o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at 

N
ix

o
n
 ask

ed
 fo

r o
r receiv

ed
 an

y
 

m
o
n
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 in
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 o

f h
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w
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T
h

e p
lo

tters' ch
o

ice 

m
u

ch
 m

o
n

ey
 actu

ally
 w

as raised
. 

V
o
lp

e d
en

ied
 an

y
 k

n
o
w

led
g
e • o

f 
su

ch
 a sch

em
e, an

d
 th

e fo
rm

er 
p
resid

en
t w

as n
o

t av
ailab

le fo
r 

com
m

ent. 
W

illiam
 M

asiello
, h

ead
 o

f a 
W

o
rcester arch

itectu
ral firm

, an
d
 

A
lb

ert. M
an

zi, a m
em

b
er o

f th
e 

M
assachusetts T

urnpike A
uthority, 

p
lead

ed
 n

o
t g

u
ilty

 at arraig
n

m
en

t 
on extortion charges. 

S
tephen D

elinsky, first assist-
ant attorney general for the state of 
M

assachusetts, said at the session in 
S

uffolk S
uperior C

ourt that the tw
o 

m
en attem

pted to raise $500,000 in 
cash "for the purpose of delivering 
th

e m
o

n
ey

 to
 fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon either before the R
epublican 

N
ational C

onvention or during the 
convention." 

T
heir aim

, D
elinsky said, w

as 
"to influence N

ixon's decision" to 
substitute V

olpe for A
gnew

 as the 
v

ice p
resid

en
tial n

o
m

in
ee o

n
 th

e 
R

epublican ticket. 

A
t the tim

e, V
olpe w

as serving 
as N

ixon's secretary of transporta-
tio

n
. N

ix
o

n
 later n

am
ed

 h
im

 U
.S

. 
am

bassador to Italy. 

A
s p

a
rt o

f th
e
ir a

tte
m

p
t to

 
raise th

e cash
,. D

elin
sk

y
 said

, th
e 

tw
o m

en-  extorted $10,000 from
 the 

N
ew

 Y
ork consulting firm

 of M
c-

K
ee-B

erger-M
ansueto, w

hich at the  

tim
e held a $6 m

illion state contract 
to

 su
p
erv

ise co
n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f th
e 

U
niversity of M

assachusetts B
oston 

cam
pus. 
M
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n
z
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d
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n
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ed
 in

 sev
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 in
d
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en
ts re-
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rn
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 b

y
 a S

u
ffo

lk
 co

u
n
ty

 g
ran

d
 

jury last F
riday. 

T
h

ey
 are ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 th
ree 

counts each of extortion, and both 
m

en
 are n

am
ed

 in
 o

n
e in

d
ictm

en
t 

ch
arg

in
g
 th

em
 w

ith
 v

io
latin

g
 th

e 
state's C

o
rru

p
t P

ractices A
ct. T

h
e  

law
 prohibits state em

ployees and 
officials from

 soliciting cam
paign 

co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s. " 

D
elin

sk
y
 said

 th
e tw

o
 m

en
 

th
reaten

ed
 th

e co
n
su

ltin
g
 firm

 
"w

ith
 fin

an
cial d

estru
ctio

n
" b

y
 

u
sin

g
 a state em

p
lo

y
ee-  to

 m
a
k
e
 

trouble on the university project. 
H

e said
 th

e tw
o
 also

 m
ad

e 
other threats "of a political nature" 
on w

hich he w
ould not elaborate at 

the court session. 
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