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Jo
h

n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 
freedom

 yesterday after 18 m
onths 

in
 a d

esert p
riso

n
 an

d
 —

 ten
n
is 

racq
u

et, b
riefcase an

d
 can

v
as b

ag
 

in
 h

an
d

 —
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 flew
 to

 S
an

 
F

rancisco. 

H
e p

o
sed

 ch
eerfu

lly
 fo

r p
h

o
-

to
g
rap

h
ers at S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 In
ter-

national A
irport, gave a couple of 

reporters a lift back to the city and 
th

e
n

 d
ro

v
e
 o

ff in
 a

 ta
x

i to
 a

n
 

undisclosed location. 

T
he W

atergate conspirator told 
reporters he w

ouldn't answ
er their 

questions because he had prom
ised 

to
 g

iv
e h

is first p
o

st-p
riso

n
 in

ter-
v
iew

 to
 M

arg
aret O

sm
er o

f A
B

C
 

N
ew

s. 

"I believe I'm
 a different and a 

b
etter p

erso
n
 to

d
ay

 b
ecau

se o
f all 

this," O
sm

er reported •E
hrlichm

an 
as say

in
g

. E
h

rlich
m

an
 also

 to
ld

 
O

sm
er th

at h
e w

o
u

ld
 b

e fly
in

g
 to

 
N

ew
 Y

ork to negotiate a book deal 
before settling dow

n in S
anta F

e. 

E
hrlichm

an looked tanned and 
healthy. H

e w
as thinner than w

hen 
h
e w

en
t in

to
 p

riso
n
 fo

r crim
es 

connected w
ith the W

atergate cov-
er-u

p
, an

d
 h

e h
ad

 a b
o
u
n
ce to

 h
is 

step
. H

e w
as w

earing a baseball cap 
and a w

indbreaker. 

E
h

rlich
m

an
 seem

ed
 am

u
sed

 
w

h
en

 h
e en

co
u

n
tered

 a g
ro

u
p

 o
f 

n
ew

sp
ap

er an
d
 telev

isio
n
 rep

re- 

sentatives w
aiting for him

 w
hen he 

left S
w

ift T
rail P

riso
n

, ab
o

u
t 1

5
0

 
m

iles from
 P

hoenix, at sunrise. 

O
ne of them

 asked E
hrlichm

an 
how

 he felt. 

"C
an't you see how

 I feel?" he 
ask

ed
 in

 tu
rn

 b
efo

re d
riv

in
g
 o

ff 
w

ith a friend, reporter L
ois B

oyles 
of the P

hoenix G
azette, to catch his 

flight to S
an F

rancisco. 

A
 second group of press repre-

sen
tativ

es w
as w

aitin
g
 w

h
en

 E
h
r-

lich
m

an
 step

p
ed

 o
ff th

e p
lan

e at 
the.S

an F
rancisco airport. 

"Y
ou tell m

e w
hen you're done, 

and I'll be on m
y w

ay," E
hrlichm

an 
told the press photographers. 

H
e w

ouldn't say w
hy he w

as in 
S

a
n

 F
ra

n
c
isc

o
 o

r h
o
w

 lo
n
g
 h

e
 

p
lan

n
ed

 to
 stay

. P
rio

r to
 g

o
in

g
 to

 
prison in O

ctober, 1976, E
hrlichm

an 
had lived in S

anta F
e, N

.M
., w

here 
he w

rote "T
he C

om
pany," a novel 

b
ased

 o
n

 w
h

at h
e learn

ed
 ab

o
u

t 
W

ashington as a key aide to form
er 

P
resident N

ixon. 

H
is b

riefcase ap
p
aren

tly
 co

n
-

tained the uncom
pleted m

anuscript 
of his second novel, a book that is to 
be published later this year about a 
young, idealistic law

yer w
ho falls 

into corrupt w
ays in W

ashington. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 E

h
rlic

h
m

a
n
 h

a
s 

stead
fastly

 d
eclin

ed
 to

 talk
 to

 th
e  

press since beginning his sentence, 
p

riso
n

 su
p

e
rin

te
n

d
e
n

t C
h

a
rle

s 
M

ontgom
ery provided a few

 details 
ab

o
u

t th
e 1

8
 m

o
n

th
s o

f in
carcera-

tion. E
hrlichm

an w
orked the 3 a.m

. 
to

 7
 a

.m
. sh

ift in
 th

e
 p

riso
n

 
p

o
w

erh
o

u
se, M

o
n

tg
o

m
ery

 said
, 

o
v

erseein
g

 fo
u

r larg
e b

o
ilers an

d
 

receiving $10 to $15 a m
onth in pay. 

Instead of sleeping like m
ost of 

the prison's 350 other inm
ates on a 

b
u
n
k
 b

ed
 in

 a larg
e d

o
rm

ito
ry

, 
E

h
rlich

m
an

 sh
ared

 a sm
all ro

o
m

 
w

ith
 tw

o
 o

th
e
r p

riso
n
e
rs —

 a
 

privilege M
ontgom

ery said he got 
b
ecau

se o
f h

is "jo
b
 assig

n
m

en
t, 

conduct and seniority." 

H
e spent his free tim

e reading, 
w

riting and playing volleyball. H
e 

also
 g

av
e leg

al ad
v
ice to

 o
th

er 
prisoners. 

E
hrlichm

an, w
ho received an 

eight-year sentence for conspiring 
and lying in the W

atergate case and 
fo

r o
rd

erin
g
 th

e b
u
rg

lary
 o

f th
e 

offices of D
aniel E

llsberg's psychia-
trist, w

ill rem
ain

 o
n

 p
aro

le u
n

til 
released from

 his sentence. 

H
e is ex

p
ected

 to
 rep

o
rt at 

intervals to a federal parole officer 
in T

ucson, A
riz. T

he 53-year-old ex-
p

riso
n

e
r, a

 n
a
tiv

e
 o

f T
a
c
o

m
a
, 

W
ash., is separated from

 his w
ife, 

w
ho lives in S

eattle. 

E
h

rlich
m

an
 F

reed
-- 

B
ou

n
ces In

to S
.F

. 


