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W
atergate's G

ord
on

 L
id

d
y G

ets a P
arole 

W
ashington 

H
is code of silence unbroken 

and his m
otives for the W

atergate 
burglary still a m

ystery, G
. G

ordon 
L

id
d
y
 w

o
n
 p

aro
le fro

m
 p

riso
n
 

yO
sterday. T

he U
.S. Parole C

om
m

is-
sion set his release for S

eptem
ber 7. 

B
y
 th

en
, th

e o
n
etim

e law
y
er 

fO
r R

ichard M
. N

ixon's re-election 
co

m
m

ittee w
ill h

av
e serv

ed
 5

2
 

m
onths in prison, m

ore than tw
o 

years longer than any of the other 
2
4
 m

en
 sen

ten
ced

 fo
r W

aterg
ate 

and related crim
es. 

L
id

d
y
, w

h
o
se p

lan
n
in

g
 an

d
 

direction of the W
atergate burgla-

ry
 set in

 m
o
tio

n
 th

e ev
en

ts th
at 

forced N
ixon's resignation, m

ust 
still pay his $40,000 fine or have it 
"otherw

ise disposed of according to 
law

 before release." 

H
is law

yer, Peter M
aroulis, said 

yesterday "that m
eans to m

e if he 
has the funds he m

ust pay them
 or 

he m
ust file an affidavit of indigen-

cy, indicating he doesn't have the 
funds." 

A
n
d
, M

aro
u
lis ad

d
ed

: "H
e 

doesn't." 

L
iddy devised the R

epublican 
intelligence plan that included the 
b
u
g
g
in

g
 an

d
 riflin

g
 o

f files o
f 

D
em

ocratic party headquarters in 
the W

atergate O
ffice B

uilding. H
e 

and another form
er W

hite H
ouse 

aide, E
. H

ow
ard H

unt, recruited the 
fiv

e b
u
rg

lars w
h
o
 w

ere arrested
 

inside W
atergate on June 17, 1972, 

during their second entry. 

S
ubsequent W

hite H
ouse ef-

forts to hide adm
inistration links to 

the burglary, including the alleged 
ap

p
ro

v
al o

f th
e p

lan
 b

y
 fo

rm
er 

A
ttorney G

eneral John N
. M

itchell, 
w

ere b
eh

in
d
 th

e co
v
eru

p
 th

at 
to

p
p
led

 N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 sen

t h
is to

p
 

aides to prison. 

W
ith

 L
id

d
y
's release, o

n
ly

  

M
itchell and form

er N
ixon lieuten-

ants H
. R

. H
aldem

an and John D
. 

E
hrlichm

an still w
ill be serving W

a-
tergate sentences. 

Ironically, it w
as through the 

intervention of a D
em

ocratic presi-
dent, Jim

m
y C

arter, that. L
iddy's 

p
aro

le elig
ib

ility
 w

as ad
v
an

ced
 

from
 M

ay, 1981. L
ast A

pril, C
arter 

com
m

uted L
iddy's 20-year sentence  

to eight years, m
aking him

 eligible 
for parole any tim

e after July 9. 
"H

e's happy to have a definite 
date," M

aroulis said after talking 
w

ith
 L

id
d
y
, w

h
o
 is at th

e A
llen

-
w

o
o
d
, P

a., fed
eral p

riso
n
 cam

p
. 

"H
e's disappointed he w

on't be w
ith 

his children this sum
m

er. B
y the 

tim
e he gets out, they w

ill be back 
in school." 

L
iddy's w

ife, F
rances, said: "I 

w
as a little disappointed that it w

as 
as lo

n
g
 as S

ep
tem

b
er, b

u
t th

at's 
better than O

ctober." 
W

ith the exception of 99 days' 
freedom

, W
hile one of his m

any 
appeals w

ent through the courts, 
L

iddy has been in prison since the 
jury convicted him

 on Jan. 30, 1973. 

H
is unw

avering refusal to talk 
about W

atergate, even w
ith a grant 

o
f im

m
u
n
ity

 fro
m

 p
ro

secu
tio

n
, 

caused U
.S

. D
istrict Judge John J. 

S
irica to

 tack
 an

 1
8
-m

o
n
th

 co
n
-

tem
pt sentence onto L

iddy's origi-
nal sentence of six years and eight 
m

onths to 20 years. 

L
iddy also refused to give his 

n
am

e at a co
n
g
ressio

n
al h

earin
g
 

and got a suspended sentence for 
that. In addition, he w

as convicted 
of burglarizing the office of D

aniel 
E

llsberg's psychiatrist, but the re-
sulting one-to-three year term

 w
as 

m
ad

e co
n
cu

rren
t w

ith
 th

e m
ain

 
'sentence. 

W
h
en

 L
id

d
y
 ap

p
lied

 fo
r a 

red
u
ctio

n
 o

f sen
ten

ce, S
irica 

turned him
 dow

n, saying "he has 
not show

n the court the slightest 
rem

orse or regret for his actions 
and has not given the court even a 
hint of contrition or sorrow

." 

In his com
m

utation order last 
A

pril 12, C
arter said, "the ends of 

ju
stice d

o
 n

o
t req

u
ire th

at th
e 

aforesaid sentence be served in its 
entirety." 

T
he P

resident acted after his  

counsel, R
obert L

ipshutz, granted 
M

rs. L
iddy an interview

. L
iddy's 

petition for com
m

utation had been 
filed in the w

aning days of G
erald 

F
ord's presidency. 

D
u
rin

g
 an

 early
 state o

f th
e 

W
aterg

ate crisis, L
id

d
y
 m

ad
e a 

pledge of silence to N
ixon's coun-

sel, John D
ean. L

ater, after D
ean 

b
ecam

e th
e first to

 talk
, L

id
d
y
 

com
m

ented, "I think in all fairness 
to the m

an you'd have to put him
 

right up there w
ith Judas Iscariot': 

A
sso

cia
ted

 P
ress' 


