
W
a
te

rg
a
te

 T
ru

th
 A

fte
r th

e
 F

a
c
t?

 
W

ashington 

V
ictor L

asky is a w
hiz at division, 

esp
ecially

 w
h
en

 it co
m

es to
 red

u
cin

g
 

A
m

erican
 p

resid
en

ts to
 th

eir lo
w

est 
co

m
m

o
n
 d

en
o
m

in
ato

r. H
is aim

? T
o
 

p
ro

v
e th

at R
ich

ard
 M

ilh
o
u
s N

ix
o
n
 

w
asn't so bad after all. 

"I'm
 n

o
t an

 ap
o
lo

g
ist fo

r N
ix

o
n
," 

say
s L

ask
y
. "I th

in
k
 w

h
at h

e d
id

 w
as 

stupid, he botched it up. L
ike he says, he 

handed his ow
n enem

ies a sw
ord. 

"B
ut I have a great deal of sym

pa-
th

y
 fo

r th
e m

an
 b

ecau
se if W

aterg
ate 

h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 u

n
d
er a D

em
o
cratic 

adm
inistration, and w

ith a D
em

ocratic 
C

o
n
g
ress, it w

o
u
ld

n
't h

av
e en

d
ed

 th
e 

sam
e w

ay." 

In
 h

is n
ew

 b
o
o
k
, "It D

id
n
't S

tart 
W

ith
 W

aterg
ate" (D

ial P
ress), L

ask
y
 

p
u
ts th

e p
re-W

aterg
ate p

resid
en

ts u
n
-

der the m
icroscope. 

"L
yndon Johnson w

as probably the 
w

orst, playing bedroom
 tapes of M

artin 
L

u
th

e
r K

in
g
 in

 th
e
 O

v
a
l O

ffic
e
," 

ch
arg

es L
ask

y
. "A

t least N
ix

o
n
 d

id
n
't 

release his tapes until he w
as forced to 

w
hen he got into trouble." 

"N
ixon didn't throw

 110,000 Japa-
n
ese-A

m
erican

s in
to

 co
n
cen

tratio
n
 

cam
ps the w

ay F
ranklin R

oosevelt did," 
he adds. 

C
o
n
ten

d
in

g
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
s w

ere 
th

e ch
am

p
io

n
 w

iretap
p
ers o

f all tim
e, 

L
ask

y
 m

ain
tain

s th
at in

 o
n
e in

stan
ce 

R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 h

ad
 th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
T

im
es m

ilitary
 an

aly
st H

an
so

n
 B

ald
- 

'N
ixon is in 

m
any w

ays like 
Jim

m
y C

arter' 

w
in

 a
n
d
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
 c

o
rre

sp
o
n
d
e
n
t 

L
lo

y
d
 N

o
rm

an
 w

iretap
p
ed

. A
n
d
 th

at, 
as atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral, K
en

n
ed

y
 au

th
o
r-

ized
 th

e tap
p
in

g
 o

f K
in

g
's p

h
o
n
e. 

L
asky him

self draw
s som

e strong 
parallels betw

een N
ixon and P

resident 
Jim

m
y C

arter. "N
ixon is a w

orkaholic 
an

d
, in

 m
an

y
 w

ay
s, h

e's lik
e Jim

m
y
 

C
arter. T

hey are both driven m
en, both 

w
ant to m

ake a place in history." A
nd 

b
o
th

 are v
ery

 iso
lated

, d
esp

ite all th
at 

sym
bolic stuff to show

 C
arter is open to 

th
e
 p

e
o
p
le

 —
 ta

k
in

g
 a

 w
a
lk

 a
t h

is 
inauguration, for instance. 

"N
ix

o
n
," L

ask
y
, a g

o
o
d
 frien

d
 o

f 
N

ixon's, adds w
ith som

ething like pride, 
"w

ould never do anything like that." 
L

ask
y
 w

asn
't to

o
 p

leased
 w

ith
 

D
avid F

rost's first interview
. 

"I don't like to see the m
an w

ho led 
th

e free w
o
rld

 an
d
 d

id
 v

ery
 w

ell at it 
being brow

beaten." A
dds L

asky, "If he 
really

 w
an

ted
 to

 o
b
stru

ct ju
stice, w

h
y
 

didn't he just burn the tapes?" 
•
 

"D
avid F

rost's first interview
 w

ith 
R

ichard N
ixon evoked the m

em
ory of a 

1939 D
racula m

ovie. Just as the burger-
m

eister is about to pound the stake in its  

heart, the vam
pire jum

ps up to give the 
C

heckers speech and everyone forgets 
about the stake because the vam

pire has 
reform

ed." 

S
o
 sa

y
s R

ic
h
a
rd

 B
e
n
-V

e
n
iste

, 
fo

rm
er W

aterg
ate assistan

t sp
ecial 

p
ro

secu
to

r, th
e m

an
 w

h
o
, after a y

ear 
building the case against N

ixon, never 
g
o
t F

ro
st's ch

an
ce to

 cro
ss-ex

am
in

e 
th

e d
efen

d
an

t. 

In
stead

, h
e an

d
 G

eo
rg

e F
ram

p
to

n
 

Jr., another assistant special prosecutor, 
settled for w

riting a book: "S
tonew

all: 
T

he R
eal S

tory of the W
atergate P

rose-
cution" (S

im
on &

 S
chuster). 

"T
h
e F

ro
st p

ro
g
ram

 w
asn

't an
y
 

k
in

d
 o

f su
b
stitu

te
 fo

r th
e
 sp

e
c
ia

l 
p
ro

secu
to

r's ro
le," say

s B
en

-V
en

iste. 
"W

e w
ould have been m

ore interested 
in establishing the facts and forcing an 
explanation. If no suitable explanation 
w

as forthcom
ing, the only inference is 

that corruption w
as involved." 

"F
ro

st, fo
rced

 to
 ch

o
o
se b

etw
een

 
interrogation and good television, opted 
fo

r g
o
o
d
 telev

isio
n
," F

ram
p
to

n
 co

n
-

tends. 

U
nlike those w

ho view
ed N

ixon as 
a to

u
g
h
 ad

v
ersary

, th
e B

en
-V

en
iste-

F
ram

pton team
 hold N

ixon's ow
n bun-

gling as largely responsible for the fact 
that "the system

 w
orked." 

O
n
 N

ix
o
n
's d

ecisio
n
 to

 create a 
S

pecial P
rosecutor's O

ffice, B
en-V

eniste 
say

s, "B
y
 itself, C

o
n
g
ress w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t  

h
av

e b
een

 ab
le to

 d
o
 th

e jo
b
. I th

in
k
 

that's w
here N

ixon really m
iscalculated, 

b
y
 allo

w
in

g
 th

e atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral to

 
create an independent special prosecu-
tor's office." 

"S
tonew

all" com
es dow

n hardest in 
m

any w
ays on S

pecial P
rosecutor L

eon 
Jaw

orski, w
ho, the authors argue, m

ay 
h
av

e u
sed

 fo
rm

er P
resid

en
t G

erald
 

F
ord to avoid prosecuting N

ixon. 

"Jaw
orski's hope w

as that som
eone 

w
ouldn't put the N

ixon m
onkey on his 

b
ack

. A
n
d
 P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 u
ltim

ately
 

adopted the m
onkey," says B

en-V
eniste. 

T
h
e au

th
o
rs raise th

e q
u
estio

n
 as to

 
w

hether Jaw
orski contributed to F

ord's 
decision to grant a pardon to N

ixon to 
av

o
id

 tak
in

g
 th

e h
eat fo

r a d
ecisio

n
 to

 
indict. 

A
s fo

r N
ix

o
n
's first T

V
 p

erfo
rm

-
ance, B

en-V
eniste's criticism

 is not that 
the form

er president gave the C
heckers 

speech, but that he delivered it too late. 

"It's alw
ay

s b
een

 in
 h

is in
terest to

 
give the C

heckers speech and he w
ould 

h
av

e u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 su

rv
iv

ed
 if h

e h
ad

 
d
o
n
e it at th

e rig
h
t tim

e an
d
 tak

en
 a 

responsibility for W
atergate. 

"B
ecau

se A
m

erica is m
ad

e u
p
 o

f 
v
ery

 fo
rg

iv
in

g
 p

eo
p
le, h

e can
 tak

e an
 

approach w
hich appeals to them

. B
ut at 

som
e point the people have to balance 

one m
an's tragedy against the disgrace 

he's caused the country." 

W
o
m

en
's W

ea
r D

a
ily 


