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N
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Tim
es 

°porters R
ush for 28 C

artons of P
olitical P

aym
ents D

ata 
T

H
E

 N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 T

IM
E

S
, W

E
D

N
E

S
D

A
Y

; M
A

Y
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8
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9
7
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B
y M

IC
H

A
E

L
 C

. JE
N

SE
N

 
S

p
ecial to

 T
h

e N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 T

im
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, M

ay 17-T
he report-

ers, carry
in

g
 card

b
o
ard

 co
n
tain

ers o
f 

co
ffee an

d
 b

reak
fast p

astries, b
eg

an
 

lining up at 7 A
.M

. outside the locked 
d
o
o
r o

f th
e S

ecu
rities an

d
 E

x
ch

an
g
e 

com
m

ission's public reference room
. 

T
h
e attractio

n
: T

w
en

ty
-eig

h
t card

-
board cartons containing thousands of 
p
ag

es o
f n

ew
ly

 released
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts 
fro

m
 so

m
e o

f th
e m

o
st sen

satio
n
al 

cases o
f p

o
litical p

ay
m

en
ts in

 th
e n

a- 
tio

n
's h

isto
ry

. 
B

y
 m

id
aftern

o
o
n
, lateco

m
ers w

ere 
b
ein

g
 tu

rn
ed

 aw
ay

 an
d
 to

ld
 to

 retu
rn

 
on W

ednesday. Inside, how
ever, sever-

al dozen journalists representing publi-
cations in A

ustralia, Italy, Japan, B
rit-

ain
 an

d
, o

f co
u
rse, th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates, 

p
o
red

 th
ro

u
g
h
 leg

al fo
ld

ers search
in

g
 

for som
e previously unpublished nug-

g
et. 
A

s ,d
u
p
licatin

g
 m

ach
in

es h
u
m

m
ed

 
into action and reporters talked on the 
telep

h
o
n
e to

 th
eir ed

ito
rs, M

rs. E
d
ith

 
L

ong, branch chief of the S
.E

.C
. office 

tried to keep the cartons of docum
ents 

m
oving from

 desk to desk. 
"E

v
ery

b
o
d
y
 w

an
ts to

 lo
o
k
 at ev

ery
 

page," she lam
ented, as calls w

ent up: 
"W

here's A
shland O

il?" or "W
ho's got 

A
m

erican S
hip B

uilding?" 
S

om
e F

resh Inform
ation 

C
learly

 th
ere w

ere so
m

e fresh
 b

its 
of inform

ation
,  to be gleaned from

 the 
files, but m

uch of the m
aterial sim

ply 
ad

d
ed

 flesh
 to

 th
e b

are b
o
n
es o

f an
-

nouncem
ents of corporate slush funds 

dating back to pre-W
atergate days. 

O
n
e file co

n
tain

ed
 co

rresp
o
n
d
en

ce 
b
etw

een
 H

ard
in

g
 L

. L
aw

ren
ce, ch

air-
m

an of B
raniff A

irw
ays, w

ho pleaded 
guilty to m

aking an illegal corporation 
co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 o

f $
4
0
,0

0
0
 to

 P
resid

en
t 

R
ich

ard
 M

. N
ix

o
n

's re-electio
n

 cam
-

paign, and B
raniff shareholders. 

O
ne correspondent w

rote angrily that 
h
e
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
 B

ra
n
iff c

h
ie

f h
a
d
 

brought "discredit and unnecessary no-
to

riety
 to

 th
e co

m
p
an

y
" an

d
 th

erefo
re 

should step dow
n. 

In w
hat appeared to be a forn

i
T

i
7
r
, 

M
r. L

aw
rence tw

ice thanked the corre-
sp

o
n
d
en

t-fo
r w

ritin
g
 an

d
 "fo

r y
o
u
r 

interest," and pointed out that the com
-

p
an

y
 h

ad
 b

een
 reim

b
u
rsed

 fo
r all so

-
called corporate contributions. 

A
nother shareholder, how

ever, indi-
cated his support fo rM

r. L
aw

rence in 
earth

y
 term

s. T
h
is tim

e, th
e an

sw
er 

w
as m

o
re h

eartfelt." M
an

y
, m

an
y
 

th
an

k
s fo

r y
o
u
r letter," M

r. L
aw

ren
ce 

w
rote. "I enjoyed it im

m
ensely. P

lease 
call on m

e any tim
e w

e in B
raniff can 

be of service to you." 
S

om
etim

es, in the m
idst of interroga-

tio
n
s b

y
 S

.E
.C

. A
tto

rn
ey

s, co
rp

o
rate 

executives revealed a good deal about 
their political leanings:C

yrus R
. S

m
ith, 

for exam
ple,theform

er chief of A
m

eri-
can A

irlines, w
as asked about a $20,000 

co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 th

at h
ad

 b
een

 p
assed

 b
y
 

the com
pany to P

resident N
ixon's fund 

raisers. 
"I certainly had no intention of ever 

contributing to the N
ixon cam

paign," 
h
e said

, "b
ein

g
 a g

o
o
d
, so

lid
 D

em
o
-

crat." L
ater he said he w

ould have ob-
jected if he had know

n the m
oney w

as 
going to be given "to N

ixon." 

T
here w

as a great deal of discussion 
in the docum

ents about bundles of cash 
changing hands. A

t one point, W
ilbur 

M
. B

ennett, w
ho w

as civic affairs direc-
tor of M

innesota M
ining and M

anufac-
tu

rin
g
, w

as ask
ed

 ab
o
u
t h

is d
eliv

ery
 

o
f a larg

e co
n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 M
au

rice 
S

tans, a form
er N

ixon C
abinet officer 

and chief fund-raiser. 
A

fter a d
in

n
er h

o
n
o
rin

g
 M

r. S
tan

s, 
M

r. B
en

n
ett to

ld
 th

e S
.E

.C
., th

e tw
o

 
m

en
 fo

u
n
d

 th
em

selv
es to

g
eth

er art 
b
ru

n
ch

, "an
d
 th

e m
o
n
ies w

ere g
iv

en
 

to M
r. S

tans at that brunch by m
yself." 

"Y
o
u
 d

id
n
't ju

st tak
e o

u
t a w

ad
 o

f 
$
1
0
0
 b

ills an
d
 g

iv
e th

em
 to

 h
im

, d
id

 
you?" asked one curious attorney. 

"N
o

," sn
iffed

 M
r. B

en
n

ett. "T
h

ey
 

w
ere in an envelope." 
In som

e instances, corporate execu-
tives found that their m

em
ories of criti-

cal ev
en

ts h
ad

 b
een

 fau
lty

 an
d
 th

ey
 

hurried to set the record straight. 
C

harles S
. S

outh, a B
raniff executive, 

told S
.E

.C
. attorneys that he had inad-

vertently m
isidentified a m

an w
ho had 

brought $40,000 in cash from
 P

anam
a 

to his hom
e in T

exas. 
T

e
llin

g
 o

f th
e
 e

v
e
n
in

g
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

o
p

en
ed

 a p
ack

ag
e an

d
 fo

u
n

d
 eig

h
t 

packages of bills w
ith the bank w

rap-
p
er still o

n
 th

em
, each

 co
n
tain

in
g
 

$
5
,0

0
0
 in

 $
1
0
0
 b

ills, M
r. S

o
u
th

 said
 

h
e h

ad
 p

u
t th

e p
ack

ag
e in

 a "secu
re 

place." 
L

ater, •as he w
as questioned by S

.E
.C

. 
attorneys, M

r. S
outh adm

itted puzzle-
m

en
t ab

o
u
t th

e co
n
fu

sio
n
 o

v
er th

e 
id

en
tity

 o
f th

e m
essen

g
er. "It sh

o
u
ld

 
have been m

em
orable," he said. "I am

  

not sure that there w
as a good explana-

tion of w
hat I did not rem

em
ber." 

R
eporters searching for chiefs of staff 

or pow
erful politicians w

ho m
ight have 

receiv
ed

 cash
 fro

m
 co

rp
o
rate slu

sh
 

fu
n
d
s fo

u
n
d
 th

ere w
as n

o
t m

u
ch

 n
ew

 
in the files. 

E
ach publication w

as lim
ited to tw

o 
representatievs. T

he W
all S

treet Jour-
n
al, h

o
w

ev
er, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 filed
 a F

ree-
d
o
m

 o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 su

it (as d
id

 T
h
e 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st) th

a
t trig

g
e
re

d
 

today's m
ass unloading of docum

ents, 
b
ro

u
g
h
t alo

n
g
 a th

ird
 rep

o
rter-to

 d
o
 

its d
u
p
licatin

g
. T

h
e Jo

u
rn

al an
d
 P

o
st 

w
ere given a one-hour advantage over 

th
eir co

m
p
etito

rs, en
terin

g
 th

e S
.E

.C
. 

reference room
 at 8 A

.M
. S

om
e report-

ers h
ad

 b
een

 p
rep

ared
 to

 sp
en

d
 th

e 
d
ay

 b
u
t m

o
st o

f th
e early

 arriv
als h

ad
 

departed by 1 P
.M

. or so. 
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