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Watergate Special Prosecutor Charles Ruff has not
closed his investigation of President Ford’s handling
of maritime union contributions as a congressman,
according to wellinformed sources. -

The FBI phase of the inquiry is almost complete
and has turned up nothing to implicate Mr. Ford

criminally, the sources saic.

“But that is only part of
the investigation” one
source said. “No decision
has been made. Just don’t
jump to conclusions one
way or the other.”

Ruif declined yesterday to
discuss the. substance of an
Associated Press report thor
quoted a Justice Department
source to the effect that M.
Tord would be cleared by
the special prosecutor’s in-

" vestigation. 5

“However,” Ruff told a

Washington Post reporter,
“T will state that il has
never been the policy of
this office' to keep the .Jus-
tice Department informed
of our day-to-day, minute-to
minute or month-to-month
progress on any investiga-

tiong.” P

Responding to a“sugges-
tion in the AP’s report that
he would issue a statement
in the next week exonerat-
ing Mr. Ford, Ruf( said: “I
have no plans to make any
statement. If and when mak-
ing a statement becomes ap-
propriate I will do so, but 1
don’t want to even speculate
about a time frame.”

The FBI has been conduct-
ing field interviews aml

gathering subpoenaed rec-
ords in the investigation,

which is controlled solely by
Ruff. Under the special pros-
ecutor’s unique charter of
independence, he is emnow-
ered to make the final de-
cision abeut - whether any
charges will be brougit.
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Several sources consulted yesterday

wzsaid the investigation appears to he

¥ headed toward a decision not to bring
‘chgrges against Mr, Ford. Buti. in the

w _mr,'ds of one source, “definitive staie-
ments are premature,”

T ensure that every svenue of in-
ivy 1as been fully pursued. Ruff of-
ten conducts interviews himself and
calls witnesses before a grand jury,
where testimony is taken under oath.
There is no indcation that such tes-
timony has been taken in the current

inquiry. If the FBI’s work in tiae case
s completed without developing evi-
dence against the President, the case
might be closed shortiv afterward, ac-
cording to knowledgeable sources.

Ru.ff is under pressure to expedite
the inquiry. Former associates said
last week that he feels strongly that it
should be resolved before the elec-
tion, if possible.

Ruff began hig investigation after
the Justice Department formally re-
ferrevc.l' to the special prosecutor an
FBI informant’s allegations of cam-
paign  finance irregularities in Mr.
Ford’s old congressional district.

_There have been no details pub-
hsh.ed about the substance of the alle-
gations, which Justice Department
Sources have described as ‘“serious”
and “significant.”

The FBI has been dispatched by
R,g'ff'to interview former Republican
officials _in Kent County, Michigan—
tlje area.of Mr. Ford’s former congres-
sional dlst}*ict~and ask them if Mr.
Ford received any cash back from
Iocal campaign committees.

The former officials have denied
knowledge of any such transactions.
.Ruﬁ' has also subpoenaed the comp-
algn contribution records of two pow-
erful maritime unions, the Seafarers
Inte;-national Union and the Marine
Engineers Beneficial Association.

:% lawyer for the Marine Engineersg
said last week that FB] agents wanted
to look at canceled checks and ledger
books dealing with $12,500 the union
gave tg Mr. Ford in. 1970 and 1972 as
ca?paégdntcontributions.

n addition, the FBI checked or .
other $2,000 contribution given tol tal?e
House Republican Campaign Commit-
tee, according to a Marine Engineers
?\A’;yer. who asked mnot to be identi-
ied.



