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John B. Connally declined;a|]
request by President Ford last|
week to become chairman ' of||
‘he Republican National Com-
nittee, The Dallas Times Herald
eported today. =
A Presidential aide in Vail,
‘olo., said that such an offer
12y have been made, - -
The newspaper said that per-
-0ns who worked closely .with
Mr. Connally during the Re-
!publican National Convention
‘'said the former Treasury Sec-
retary believed it was too late
to organize a winning cam-
paign. .
Mr. Connally, once a Demo-
cratic governor of Texas, was
reported to see no chance for
Mr. Ford to defeat Jimmy Car-
ter in November and does, not
want to be blamed for the loss. |-
The newspaper reported that|:
Mr. Connally will, as he said|’
before eaving the Republican
convention, spend the fall work- {
ing for the eIection;bf,Rgp;lb:n]
lican congressmen. X .
,’ One source quoted by The ¢
'Times Herald said  that M. 5
’Connally would have taken the|"
committee chairmanship if he
had “been asked 10. months
earlier. - . :
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