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ThveWatefgate Reform

Capltol Hill was alive yesterday w1th the: memory of

o,

" Watergate as the Senate put its fifal” totichés™on a

package of reforms developed in response to the. scandal
The most striking feature of " the: Senate ‘bill ;is" the
. creation - Wwithin“:the executxve branch- of :a- new  and

aspect of’ its history is the Administration’s” sharp last-
mmute' Aversal of its strenuous opposxtlon to that feature,
1. contains additional provisions designed in
the hope of :assuring integrity in government. For ex-
ample,-.one: provision would preclude high campaign
officials. from -serving as. Attorney General or Deputy
Attorney~General-and another would . require high Fed-
eralofficials-to make full disclosure of their finances.
Another would establish a. special office in the Depart-
ment of Justicé to: handle the ordinary run of Federal
crimes: But-the creation of a permanent special prose-
cutor was:the most direct response to Watergate. -
Attomey General Levi had opposed the special pros-

ecutor concept, in:another context, as a reflection on the -

1ntegr1ty of the Department of -Justice: But in. msxstmg
oii"‘a “new: organization, “the “Senate. was. asserting that
the -lesson of “Watergate -was .not so -much that there
wias a'défectito be cured :within-existing institutions, as
that: the s¢andal had revealed basic defects in the Federal

cnmmal.juetlce structure that. only a_new n;gstltutmn .

couldzcerrecth The: Adnumstratton fmally acespted the
te’s- position “as inevitable.. S
he Senate has de51gned the office, it Wlll have

: ry"ah& the CongreSS The ]unsdlctlonal defmltxon
”would elso mclude the hlghest level of Whlte House

for Présidential removal of the prosecutor.
" "The’ Bill"constitutes a~sharp departure from the prac-
tices of thepast; but the problems that sparked it and
* the tendenciés it seeks:to curb posed ssignificant threats
to the nation. The greatest danger in the creation of this
offlce is that it could conceivably fall into the hands of
"an unscrupulous or overzealous person who might do
needless ‘injury to reputations, human beings and insti-
tutions. That is an aspect of this generally commend-
able effort that the House should examine most carefully
as it completes work on this resonant echo of Watergate.
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permanent. special prosecutor and the. most interesting |



