
Following is •a transcript 
of Senator Walter F. Mon-
dale's speech at Madison 
Square Garden Thursday 
night accepting the Demo-
cratic nomination for Vice 
President, as recorded by 
The New York Times: 

Delegates and friends: 
I am proud to accept your 

nomination as your candi-
date for Vice President of the 
United States. 

I thank you foie his confi-
dence and I thank you for 
your confidence, and 'I pledge 
to you tonight and I pledge 
to all Americans that I will 
do everything in my power to 
elect Jimmy Carter the next 
President of the United 
States. 

Tonight Jimmy Carter is 

the embodiment of the, hope'  
and the dream not only of 
we Democrats but of all 
Americans. He represents the 
best of What this party and 
our country stands for. Aft-
er years of division, he has 
made it possible for us to be' 
one party with a united pur-
pose. And with your help we 
will make it possible for us 
once again (to be one nation 
with a united purpose. 

It has been 12 long year 
since one of our conventions 
has nominated a President of 
the United States, and this 
is because our party, the 
mirror of Mnerica, has re-
flected the waves of division 
Which swept over. But no 
longer. 

What this convention rep- 

resents above all Is the end 
of the divisions of the past. 
It is a new start for our party 
and a new start for our na-
tion—a beginning based on 
our faith in the future. And 
this new unity is not arti-
ficial. It is not contrived. It 
is based on principle. 

For well over a century 
our nation has been divided, 
North against South and 
South against North. Since 
the Civil War, bitterness, 
suspicions and doubts have 
sorely troubled and divided 
our nation as well as our•
party. 

Perhaps all of us area to 
blame. Certainly all of 'us 
have suffered. But tonight we 
stand together—as a party. 

We stand together as a na- 
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Oen, reunited at long last, 
North and South, Georgia and 
Minnesota, one. We are one 
and we are together, with 
affection and understanding, 
rejoicing in our newfound 
and permanent national 
unity. And this year, for the 
first time since 1848, we will 
elect a new President of our 
country who:is a Southerner 
and who shows his people 
and our country how to get 
together in national unity. 

It is a remarkable story. 
When Governor Carter an-
nounced 'his candidacy for 
President 19 months ago, not 
many thought he had a 
chance. He was a Southerner 
and was not well known. But 
he saw that there was a new 
mood in America, that this 
year was going to be differ-
ent and that;a farmer from 
Georgia might have a chance 
of becoming President if he 
took his case to the people. 
And that's what he did. 

He entered all of the pri-
maries, he talked to people 
and listened, and he learned. 
He spoke out ,  on the specific 
issues that are of deep con-
cern to people. But even 
more important, Governor 
Carter perceives the under-
lying intangible issue that is 
central to this year's cam-
paign. And that is, when he 
listened to the people, he 
heard what was really both-
ering them. And that is that 
they wanted a Government 
that they could be proud of. 
A Government that would re-
store honesty and decency 
and hope in American public 
life.- 

Let us make no mistake 
about what is the issue in 
this election. It couldn't be 
more fundamental. It couldn't 
be more clear. Over these 
last eight years, the Repub-
licans have made it abun-
dantly clear where they want 
this country to go. They've 
said it with their vetoes. 
They've said It with their 
budgets. They've said it with 
their appointments. They've 
said it with what they honor, 
in what they criticize and 
where they exert their influ-
ence. 

They have asked us to ac-
cept high unemployment, 
cruel inflation, high interest 
rates, .a housing depression 
and a massive increase in 
welfare. But above all, they 
have tried to paralyze the 
momentum for human jus-
tice in America. 

They have used the power 
and the prestige of the White 
House to try to persuade 
America to abandon its most 
cherished objective, that spe-
cial American notion of fair-
ness and compassion. 

Roosevelt once said that 
the test of progress is not 
whether we add more to the 
abundance of those who 
have much, it is whether we 
provide enough, for those 
who have too little. 



Demands for the Comfortable 
But we don't here those 

words from this Administra-
tion. Instead we hear de-
mands to further comfort the 
comfortable. And that is 
what the 1976 election is all 
about. 

The Republicans are call-
ing for a. different America, 
and we cannot let them suc-
ceed. America needs human 
justice and understanding. It 
means love and helpfulness. 
America is a country where 
everyone is promised an 
equal chance. 

We are a compassionate 
people, a peaceful people,  

and we believe In the dignity 
of work. There is more, 
much more, to this nation 
than money and property 
and inherited advantage. 

Materially, we are-  a great 
and powerful nation, and 
we're proud of it. But it is 
the principle of America and 
the spirit of America that 
makes us really proud — 
that's the most important of 
our country. 

And tonight I ask you, del 
egates to this great conven-
tion, and Americans across 
this country listening to us 
tonight, to join in a pledge 
and a promise to restore 
America to its basic princi-
pies. 

So tonight we want to,  
make,some pledges to Amer- 
ica that we're going to keep. 
And' our first pledge is to 
end the deadlock of Amer--  
ican democracy, a deadlock 
that has peralyzed progress 
in this nation for the past 
eight years. 

A progresiive Democratic 
Congress has been able to 
prevent the worst, but a neg-
ative veto-prone Administra-
tion has prevented the best. 

In fact we haven't had real 
Government, we've just had. 
impasses. And we can't go on 
like this. America must have 
a Government that leads and 
can govern, and the first 
thing we're going to do when 
President Carter is elected is 
get this Government moving 
again. 

And tonight we solemnly 
pledge to restore Government 
that tells the truth and obeys, 
the law. 

Pardon After Scandal 
Roosevelt once said that.  

the Presidency is pre-emi-
nently a place of moral lead-
ership, but we have just lived 
through the worst political 
scandal in American history 
and are now led by a Presi-
dent who pardoned the per-
son who did it. 

There are many,  important 
things about America, but it 
begins with the truth and it 
begins with obeying the law, 
and that will be the funda-
mental principle of the Carter 
Administration. 

We pledge an open Gov-
ernment; we will let the heal-
ing sunshine of full public 
knowledge restore faith in 
the people's business. We un-
derstand that a President is 
not elected to do what he,  

pleases. A President is elect-
ed to do what the people 
please, and then only if the 
law allows. 

And Americans must know 
that this is true through open 
government. 

We pledge an efficient 
Government. Waste in Gov-
ernment is intolerable. Gov-
ernment must deliver serv-
ices without waste, by 
officials who earn decent pay 
and are respected for their 
services. 
—We pledge protection from 
our enemies abroad and at 
home. Crime must be pun-
ished and illegal conduct sub-
versive of our nation's inter-
est prevented. We must have 
a strong but not wasteful 
defense. 

But the point is that we 
can do both, within the law 
and consistent with American 
principles of justice and 
decency. 

The Constitution provides 
more than enough legal 
power to defend this nation 
from her enemies. And we 
reject the argument that this 
nation cannot defend itself 
from its enemies without  

more secrecy and illegality 
than democracy can permit 1. 
and without more deceit and 
barbarity than our beliefs 
Will allow. 

And we reject, too, the' 
idea:that this nation must sit. ; 
by passively while terrorists::: 
maim and murder innocent 
men, women and children. 

In the early years of the 
19th century this nation de-'' 
feated the Barbary pirates 
and guaranteed freedom of 
the seas. In the final quarter 
of the 20th century we must > 
defeat the new breed of 
pirates and guarantee free-;, 
darn, of the skies. 

ISfaell Action in Uganda 
Israel, always the bulwark 

of liberty, has set aniiistbrin,;;  
example for freedom-lovinge,  
peoples around the *arm by 
its bold and brave mission-,  
in- Uganda. 

Finally, tonight we Demo-441 
crats pledge a restoration of v: 
a government of compassion: 
because we believe in the dig 
pity of work and the right of 
everyone to have a job. 

We:.believe 'in a reformed:, 
tav,system. We believe irre 
decent health care and good!,7,1  
education and good housing 
and a secure and decent re47.! 
tirement for all. 

And we believe in strong , 
families. And we believe it 
should be the birthright of 
every American child—every , 
child—to have the fullest pos-
sible opportunity to share in 
the best of American life. 

Anst we believ,e in an 
America which• prohibits dis-
crimination for any irrational 
reason. We realize that none 
of this can be easily or im-
mediately accomplished. We tzs  
do not ask to govern because 
we are sure of. the answers. 
But we ask to govern because 
we are able to look at our 
problems with fresh 'eyes. We „ i.—„' 
are a new generation of lead-
ership. We are strong. We are 
experienced and we're ready. 

The other party is trying to 
prove that government can 
not work. We are pledged to

, 
 

make it work and it will 
work. 

This is our case, and this is 
our cause. 

We need you, and we ask 
for your help.. And it can 
happen. 

Success Through Unity 
This great people's party, , 

when united, cannot be - z,' 
beaten. In previous elections dCi: 
we were defeated--not by -1' 
the opposition but by our-
selves. , 

We are together tonight—' >J11 
united as never before -- and 
I know that 1976, the year of - 
our 200th birthday, the year 
of the election of Jimmy Car-
ter, will go down as one of 
the •greatest years of publif.,= 
reform in American history. 

Arid together we can make, t 
it happen. ' 

And when we do, we can 
say with Carl Sandburg: "An 
America not in the setting 
sun of a black night with 
despair ahead of us, but an 
Amecica in the crimson, light .", 
of a rising sun — fresh from 11  
the burning creative hand of f? .15  
God." 

We can see great things at '4  
hand — great things possible 
to men and women of will .1.1r1  
and vision. 

We have that will, we have —1-11 
that vision, we love our comp-
try and we're going to do our ,,e,b 
job. ' 

	

Thank you very much. 	, ,qa 
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