
John E
hrlichm

an said yester-
d
ay

 in
 S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 th
at h

e w
as 

startled by form
er P

resident N
ix-

o
n
's d

ecisio
n
 to

 re-en
ter p

artisan
 

politics by joining in a fund-raising 
event for R

epublican R
epresenta-

tive C
harles W

iggins on M
onday. 

"It certainly never occurred to 
m

e that's som
ething he m

ight do," 
E

hrlichm
an said in an interview

. 
T

he form
er W

hite H
ouse aide, 

here to prom
ote "T

he C
om

pany," 
hi&

novel about W
ashington, said he 

had no intention of follow
ing the 

N
ix

o
n
 lead

. F
o
r th

at m
atter, h

e 
added, he could not im

agine any-
o
n
e
 in

 p
u
b
lic

 life
 w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 
w

elcom
e an E

hrlichm
an endorse-

m
ent. 

E
hrlichm

an, w
ho lives in S

anta 
F

e, N
.M

., w
hile aw

aiting the out-
com

e of his appeals on burglary, 
perjury, conspiracy and other con-
victions, said he has never had an 
"articulated" political outlook. 

"M
y public outlook has alw

ays 
been derivative —

 to defend R
ich-

ard N
ixon's activities," E

hrlichm
an 

said. N
o
w

, E
h
rlich

m
an

 said
, h

e is 
getting an opportunity to .explore 
his ow

n ideas. 

"I cam
e to be a R

epublican by 
inheritance," he said. "Y

ou can live 
in a com

m
unity and be guided by 

its practices and itsitandards w
ith-

out m
aking any fundam

ental deci- 

sio
n

s fo
r y

o
u
rself b

ecau
se y

o
u
 

know
 w

hat your friends and asso-
ciates agree 'w

ith. Y
ou float along 

involuntarily. 

"In
 th

e last ten
 y

ears y
o
u
n
g
 

p
eo

p
le h

av
e ten

d
ed

 to
 ch

allen
g
e 

those assurnptions, as m
y genera- , 

tion didn't. N
ow

 I have an oppor-
tunity' to think out how

 I w
ant to 

spend m
y days." 

H
e said he no longer is interest-

ed in w
hat he called the "glam

or" 
d

r serv
in

g
 as a k

ey
 aid

e. to
 . a 

president or any other public -offi-
cial. "T

he derivative role is one that 
o
b
v

io
u
sly

 h
as asp

ects th
at are 

in
ev

itab
ly

 d
estru

ctiv
e," E

h
rlich

-
M

an said. 

JO
H

N
 E

H
R

L
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M

A
N

 
H

e p
ro

m
o

ted
 h

is b
o

o
k in

 S
.F

. 

"Y
ou tend to rationalize it. Y

ou 
say

 y
o
u
 are w

o
rk

in
g
 n

o
t fo

r th
e 

m
an but for public service. It's a 

subtle cost you pay." 
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