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Investigated. Kong Kong lioinan rriend of Nixon 
in '601 s to Determine if  She ',Tan Foreign Agent  

closed the F B I agent in Hong said that she saw iqr. Nixon One F I 	said 	t iy JOHN M. CREWDSON 
SpAtoTheNewYoricTiraal. 

.WASHINGTON, June 21—the 
Federal Biireau of Investigation 

• investigated a Hong Kong wom-
an' friend of Richard M. Nixon 
forAwo years in the late-  1960's 
to ',determine whether shewas 
a foreign intelligence agent. 
•„The investigation, which cov-

ered the period of Mr. Nixon's 
1968 Presidential campaign and 

• the first six months of his Ad-
ministration, came about after 
an... F.B.I. agent stationed in 
Heng Kong reported to bureau 
headquarters that Mr. Nixon 
hail had a recent affair with 
thewoman, Marianna Liu,' then 
aliostess at the Hong Kong Hil-
ton, Hotel. 

cording to numerous inter 
views over the last several 
months with individuals in and 
out 'of Government, the bureau 
never found any evidence sug-
gesting that Mrs. Liu was an 
intelligence agent, that Mr. Nix-
onmaintained an intimate rela 
tionship with her or that their 
friendship represented a threat 
to national security. 

Mrs. Liu, who now lives in 
California, has denied that :she 
and Mr. Nixon were ever 'inti-
mate. Nixon spokesmen have 
refused o comment oil the mat-
ter. 

Mr. Nixon was apparentlknot 
told of the inquiry while it Was 
under way, and sources farnil-
far. With:the case said thalthey 
dict.,  nof 'think that 7. •Edgar 
HOO'Ver, then the F.B.I. director, 
was ' informed of it for -more 
than a year after the inquiry 
was quietly terminated by 
middle level bureau officials. 

The Nixon case sheds addi-
tional light on the operations 
of the F.B.I. and its past prac-
tice of compiling sensitive per 
sonal information on public 
figures, even when no apparent 
security risk was found. 

Although several sources said 
thatnothing was found in F.B.I. 
checks to indicate that Mrs. 
Liu's background or foreign af-
filiations posed any threat to 
national security, the bureau 
file on her case remained. active 
for nearly • two years before it 
was sealed in July 1969. 

Top Fla officio:1S were ap-
parently kept uninformed of the 
investigation, which begarrtn 
the fall of 1967 and continued 
untir July "1969: 

#1 the summer of 1970, a year 
after the Liu file was officially 

, 	• • • 	 a 	 . 	 . . . source s Atha 
'Kong vvlio had initially reported Ion several occasions after that he recalled having heel  told 

in the mid-1960's, that he gave that Mr. Nixon had somehow 
her perfume and flowers and intervened with, Federal author. 
that she , once-  visited him in ities in Mrs. Liu's behalf td 
his suite in Hong Kong's Man- seek' her admission to the 
darin Hotel. United 'States as a permanent 

But she said that she and resident alien.  
Mr. Nixon had never been Asked whether she had re- 
intimate 

	

	 ceived any such assistance, the . 
woman, who entered this coun- White House travel records 

show that Mr. Nixon visited try permanently while Mr. Nix- 
Hong 	was President-elect, said Hong Kong once each year ,be- 
tween, 1964 and 1967 , .011:,i that she had not But she de-
flection with his representadon 
of clients -0f---m-e-  --wail Street  (would -have made the contents 
law firm of Nixon, Mudge, l of her Immigration and Natur-
Rose, Guthrie, Alexander & alization Service file available 
Mitchell. 	- 	 fro inspection by The New 

Mrs. Liu said that she be- 'York Tines. 
post of legal attache in the 
American consulate there. 

ing, "and I will, take it up Ai-
aide quoted yr. Hoover as say-

"Keep this to yourself," the 

rectly with the President'' 
Neither this:. aide nor others 

'could say whether the F.B.I. 
director ever told Mr. Nixon of 
the report, nor was there any 
indication whether the report 
weighed ingr.. Nixon's decision 
in the surnmer of 1971 to keep 
Mr. Hoover *director. 

Mr. Hoover died in t)ffice at 
the age of•77-on gay 2, AK 

One F.B.I. offkial in 12 
with the early Stages,,;0 ' 

11 two-year investigation; 
that the inquiry was "qu 

• 

the friendship three years be-
!fore sent a personal letter about 
the matter to Mr.- cover. 

According to one Hoover 
:aide, the director expressed sur-
prise when he read the letter 
and asked how widely the al-
legation 'was ' known' within the 
bureau. 

The aide, who was = also un-' 
awke of the investigation and 
the extensive information a 
Mrs. Liu that then.rested,4 
the bureau's "obsc.ene mat 
files, said thache believed. 
matter was known _only to 
Hoover, himself and the ag 
in Hong Kong, who held the 

,•- 	 first in Whittier, Calif., several 
lew-keY" at the bgginning,  and blocks Si;the Nixon family 

home. Last September, she 
moved to South San Ga.briel, 
Calif., about 30 miles from Los 
Angeles. 
• According to . Mrs.. Liu's pe-
tition for naturalization, filed 
with the Justice Department's 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service on March 13, 1975, she 
was admitted to the United 
States for permanent residence 
on Dec. 1, 1969. 

However, that date appears 
to have been typed over another 
one that had been erased. Im-
migration officials in Los An-
geles could not say, why it 
might have been changed. longer lives with her husband, 	  

that he thought iChatt 
soon ended. He said that he 
was at a loss -to.' explain who 
within the bureau- had 'kept the 
case active until well after Mr. 
Nixon had .  entered the White 
House, ,,or why he had 'done so. 

In a recent interview-in the 
Los Angeles restaurant where 
she' now works, Mrs. Liu, who 
became a nattzeligd'Afterican 
citizen last year, , said that she 
first met Mr. Nixon when he 
was Vice Presideneand she was 
a part-time -.toy guide for a 
Hong Kong 'ftrairel agency. 

Mrs. Liu; a ,44-year-oldl 
Mother of two children who no 

lieved she saw Mr. Nixon. Oil' 
his trips in 1.964, 1965 and 
1966, but that she was hospi-
talized when he arrived in 
Hong Kong on April 7,i67, 
and that he sent flowers to her 
room, but did not pay her a 
visit.  

She said that Mr. Nixon told 
her on an earlier visit that if 
she ever decided to emigrate to 
the United. States and needed 
assistance, she could calL on 
him. She said that he gave her 
his card, bearing the address 
of his New York lawn firm, and 
signed it, but that she never 
asked .him for, help. 

When Mrs. Liu.' did 'settle in 
the -  United States, she lived 



Woodward and Bernstein, "The Final Days, " p. 165: 
"[Mrs. Nixon] and her husband had not really been close since the early 1960s, the First Lady confided to one of her White House physicians [no date]. She had wanted to divorce him after his 1962 defeat in the California gubernatorial campaign. She tried, and failed, to. win his promise not to seek office again. Her rejection of his advances since then had seemed to shut something off inside Axon. But they had stuck it out." 
From account of a visit by Nixon to Key Biscayne 3 May 73, following the resignations of Haldeman and Ehrlichman, p. 32: 
"It was not unusual for Nixon to ovoid his wife; he had slept alone for years, and when he was in Key Biscayne he used a bedroom in the converted office two lots away from the residence." 


