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F.B.I. Investigated IHong Long Woman Friend of Niwon

L

in '60's to De Lf‘rm_me if She Vas Foreign Agent
é e closed, the F.B.I. agent in-Hong||s; Nixon® - One F.B.L ‘source said’ that
r ngTﬁ.Nfﬁ?k’mN IKong ‘who had initially’ réported| | ter-that' he Tecalled” having been told.
the friendship, thiée years be-|'in the m1d—1960’ ,“that he gave that Mr. Nixon had somehow

WASHINGTON, June 21—The I}fore sent a personal letter about

‘the ‘matter to-Mr.- cover. -

‘her perfume and flowers - and mtervened with Federal author-
that she -once" visited' him 'in ities in Mrs. Liu’s behalf to
his: suite in Hong KCmgs Man- seek her admission to'’ the

Federal Bureau’ of Investigation|:
. investigated a Hong Kong wom-|

: Hoovar then the F.B.I director, |'t

- an*friend of Richard M. Nixon|;

foritwo years in the late 1960’s
to *determine whether- shewas
a foreign intelligence agent.
+The investigation, whlch cov-
ered the period of Mr. Nixon’s
1968 Presidential campaign and

" the first six months of his Ad-|

ministration, came. about after
an+. F.B.I. -agent stationed. in
Hong Kong reported to bureau
headqaarters that . Mr., Nixon
had had a recent affair with|m

Accordmg to numerous m’cer-
views over the last several
months with individuals in and|;
out :of Government; the bureau
never found any evidence sug-
gesting that Mrs. Liu was an
intelligence agent, that Mr, Nix-
on-maintained an intimate relas
tionship with her or that: their
friendship represented a threat

. to national security.

‘Mrs. Liu, who now lives: in
California, has denied that she
and: Mr. Nixon were ‘ever inti-
mate. Nixon 'spokesmen have
refused o comment on the mat-

- ter.

Mr. Nixon was apparently not
told of the inquiry while it was||
ufider way, and sources famil-

did-~not ‘think that Y.

wasinformed of it for" ‘more |
than & year after the 1nqu1ry
was' ‘quietly ‘terminated by|
middle-level bureau officials.
The Nixon cdse sheds addi-|
tional light on the operwtxons
of the F.B.I. and its’ past prac-{
tice’ of compiling sensitive per-
sonal -information ‘on public|
f1gures, even whén no apparent
security risk was found. ;.
Although several sources said
that nothing was found in F.B.I.
checks to indicate that Mrs.
Liw’s background or foreign af-{'

filiations posed any threat to|-

national security, the bureau
file on her case remained-active
for mearly two years before it
was sealed in July 1969.

Top F.B.L officials were ap-
parently kept uninformed of the
investigation, which began in
the; fall of 1967 and continued
unm July 1969:

In the summer of 1970, ayear

after the Liu file was offlmally,

. the.woman, Marianna Liu, then| !
a hostess at thé Hong Kong Hil-
- ton Hotel. .

that ‘the inquiry was

iar With the case said that they [T
‘Edgar|/!

|4

|

“According to one Hoover
mde, the director expréssed :sur-

prise when he read .the 1etter’ i

and asked how widely the :al-

legatmn was ‘known w1thm the i

bureau. '

The alde who 'was . also uns| |s

aware of the investigation' and

the extensive information abog@ e

Mrs:: Liu that then ‘rested. in
the bureau’s “obscene mattei
fxles aid that he ‘believed
ﬁ ‘was known only to !
o“o‘ r, ‘himself and the age :
~:Kong, who:: he‘ld he|

post of legal attaché in thi
Ametican, con.sula.te “thére. .}
“Keep this to jyourself,” th'e
jaide quoted Mr. Hoover as say-
ing, “and I will take it up di-
*recﬂy with the President.”
Neither this: aide nor Jothers
‘could say whether ‘the: F:B.L
director ever told Mr. . Nixon. of
‘the. report, nor was there ‘any’
indication : whether the report
weighed in. Mr. Nixon’s decision
in' the: sumn‘ﬂe
Mr. Hoover as'director.
Mr: Hoover; died in offlce at

F.] '-‘ofﬁcxal mv'olvegi
vsmth the" early stages ‘of the
{two-yedr ‘investigation;

1971 to keep‘ :

‘ sanﬁv

“quite]

s00n” ended "He 'said’ that ‘he
was' at a loss -to’ ‘explain - who
within the bureau-had kept: -the
case ‘active until- well after Mr.
leon- ‘had’ eritered the White|
House, or why he had done $0.!

“In a recent, interview-in the
Los Angeles restaurant where
she' now works, Mrs. Liu, who

zen .last year, sal

f1rst met Mr Nixon when he
'was Vice PDESIden'%
‘a part-time ‘tour- gu
Hong Kong traveI ag
Mrs. © Liu, ©a -44-y
mother of two children who'no
longer lives with her hwsband

e

& blocks from: the eron family

* lon Dec. 1, 1969.

"as 1to have been typed over another
/& lone that had been erased. Im-
dJ ‘migration officials in Los .An-
geles could not say, why.it

darin Hotel.
t: she samd ﬁhai szhe and
Mr. Nixon. had Tever., peen

ds’

. visited
ngiKong: onceveach year be-

»

=2
o%"
o

yet Ay Alexander &
2 3
‘Mrs. Liu- sald tha’c ‘she be-'

'a-]nd 1967 m“c‘on‘r\
with his-representationy|clined to sign a release thati
St reemwould have made the contents

United ‘States as a permanenﬂ
re51dent alien. .

- Asked whether she had re-
ceived any such assistance, thei,
woman, who entered this coun-
try. permanently while Mr. Nix-,
on was President-elect, said
.that she had mot. But she dé-

of her Immigration and Natur-
'alization Service file available
.fro’ 1nspectron by The New
1York Tmes.

ixeved‘ she saw Mr. Ni%on om. on|
hnswﬁrlps in *1964, 1965. and‘
11966, but that she was hospl-
tahzed when' he arrived .
Hong Kong on April 7, ‘967
and: ‘that he sent flowers to: her
Toom, but dld ‘not- pay her a
visit,

She 'said that Mr. Nixon told
“on ‘an earlier visit-that if
sever decided to’emigrate to
{United ‘States and needed
assxstance, she -could. .calli on
im; She said-that he gave her
his: ‘card, ‘bearing: the address
of his New York law firm;.and
signed it, but that she never
asked: him for help. = sl
When -Mrs. Liu-did: isettle in
her United: -States;she” lived

first i in Whlttler Cahf several

home. Last September, jshe
moved to South San Gabriel,
Calif.,, about 30 miles from Los

Angeles.
. According to. Mrs.. LIU.S pe-
tition for naturalization, fﬂed

'was ‘admitted to the Umted
‘States -for permanent remdence

However, that date appears

Serv1ce on March 13, 1975; she‘

vmxght ‘have been changed.




Woodward and Bernstein, "The Final Days, " p. 165;

"\Hrs. Hizon] end her husband had not really veen close
since the early 1960s, the First Lady confided to one of
her \hite Touse physicians [no date].  She had wanted %o
divorce him after his 1962 defeat in the California
gubernatorial campaign.  She tried, and failed, to. win his
promise not to seek office again.  Her rejection of his
advances since then had seemed to shut something off inside
kixon.  But they had stuck it out."

From account of a visit by HNixon to Xey Biscayne
o May 73, following the resignations of Haldeman and
Lhriichman, . 32

"It was not unusual for Nixon to avoid his wife; he had
sleot alone for years, and when he was in Key Biscayne he
used a bedroom in the converted office two lots away from
the residence,”



