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London Takes Liking
"‘t‘*ﬁTo Anne Armstrong

TN By ROBERT B. SEMPLE Jr.

T .

LONDON May 28—Lon-
an which can be stuffy and
‘“hésitant about these things,
‘has taken an instant liking
‘to Anne Armstrong, the new
Amemcan Ambassador, and
n “—she would call this the
gt sltimate put-down” — be-
" catise she is a woman or a
"Texa,s curiosity or someone
) wh.o survived the worst days
«Of ‘Watergate.
~: Judging by conversations
_=With officials, as well as her
: press notices, the British like
s her-because she i is visible and
wdirect and informal without
" turning informality into a
.cloying down-home soup-
« H1eS8.
" =i;-Mrs. Armstrong, the first
. ~weman to represent the Unit-
«ed-States at the Court of St.
wJames’s, presented her cre-
t.dentials  to Queen Elizabeth
"ionMarch 17. T
~:8he-has made no secret of
‘the fact that she enjoys Bri-
-ain’ and the people who in-
-<habit it, which flatters her
Yaudkmces but -she has also
- made no secret of what she
‘“tmirfaks is .wrong with the
~'place, where she stands on
“infernational issues, and who
. 'she” prefers. in the current
, 'Amemcan political scramble.
" "Mrs. Armstrong is also un-
_der mo illusions that the
"Américan Ambassador here
makes a heavy contribution
“to--foreign policy-making, a
Q{ac’c that dawned on her rest-
ess predecessor, Elliot L.
‘Richardson, not Jong after he
arrived last year. This is
“partly a function of Secreta-
ry.of State Henry A. Kissin-
~ger’s highly personalized di-
plomacy, and partly of the
fact that most major foreign
p:ohcy Lssues tend to bypass
-Britain. .

t' ““All This, For Example
Accordangly, she has been

eeting and ente»rxtammg a
‘broad cross section of people
amd feeding what she finds

1 about British foreign
ahﬂk‘domestzc policy into the
“State Department’s ceaseless
traffic.

In‘a typlcal two-week peri-
+od, for example, she enter-
tamed Sir Harold Wilson at
2 small luncheon, gathered
a group of scholars for dis-
scussion of strategic issues,
“met with some oil company
“exgcutives, addressed a
.Zroup of parliamentary - cor-
«respondents, held a stag din-
ner-—she was the lone excep-
ftion. — for Mr. Kissinger,
lked to trade union leaders,
isited Manchester to help a
i epartment store there
nch a “buy American

: obds" campaign—all this in
to  regular staff
etmgs on the North Atlan-
* Treaty Organization, Af-
‘rica, world trade and other
lssues on which she freely

Loncedes she is still a novice.

To an extent, any ambas-
“sador:is first a hstenmg post,
“Seccmd a master ‘of ceremo-
qgiies™and, third a decision-
qnaker. John Kenneth Gal-

8pecial to The New York Times

braith, once Ambassador to
India, compared the job to an
airline pilot’s “hours of bore-
dom, minutes of panic.” Lon-
don does not offer even those
redeeming moments of panic,
but if Mrs. Armstrong is
bored by the routine, she
does not show it, and this
is what has caught the Brit-

" ish imagination.

“I have seen her in action
three times,” wrote the often

acerbic diarist in The Times.

of London a few weeks ago,
“more than I saw her two
predecessors put together.
Yestefrday I saw her open an.

exhibition of art by invalid

children. There was no ¢lear
American connection — ‘she
did it because she wanted to
support the cause, And she
did it with great charm and
expertise.”

As. for~Mrs. Armstrong’s
view of Britain, she is hope-
ful and' pohte—up to a point.
She told a Ilunchtime au-
dience of political journalists
the other day that she
thought the country’s busi-
ness needed a higher level
of profitability, less backbit-
ing between management
and labor, and a more
miodest level of public expen-
diture, at least until inflation
was brought down.

Some Things Praised
But she also, in that speech

and in an interview yester-

day, said she saw many good
signs, not least “the spirit of
cooperation reflected in the
recent agreement between la-
bor and Government to re-
strain . wages, sacrificing
short-term selfish interests
for the good of the country.”

“Many thoughtful people
know that Britain has prob-
lems, whether because their
mdustry is inefficient or out-
of-date, or for other rea-
sons,” she said. “But I think
the long-term prospects are
hopeful.”

Some of her optimism is
derived from her personal as-
sessment of the ‘men and
women she has met, includ-
ing Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Denis Healey,
Secretary for’ Prlces Shirley
Williams, and labor leaders
such as Jack Jones, head of.
the: Transport and General
Workers Union.

All three :call themselves
Socialists, which Mrs. Arm-
strong, . a Republican 'and
wife of a .wealthy Texas
rancher, most assuredly is
not. But ‘she told the journa-
lists’ luncheon that ail three
had  “plenty of moxie.”

When told later that the
word ‘“‘moxie” had mystified

. many in:her audience, she

laughed and said she would
use “guts” in the future, even
though she had no intention
of modifying her natural
breeziness in order to give
the “utterly false impression
that I won a first at Oxford.”

She is clearly Teeling her
way on foreign-policy issues,
and her conversation . on
these issues is unspecific.
Using the generalities with
which she is now comforta-

ble, however, she believes that
any isolationist urge in
America would be “disas-
trous,” that “there is no way
we can or will cut the cord
with the rest of the world.”

She conveys this message
to any Briton who asks about
the American political scene,
and, at least in interviews,
makes clear that she has con-
fidence that one man will
keep the internationalist tra-
dition going.

His name is Gerald R. Ford.
Like him, Mrs. Armstrong de-
fended former President Nix-
on until the truth became
clear to her a few weeks be-
fore the end. Mrs, Armstrong
survived the Ford purge of
the White House, stayed on
until late 1974, then left to
devote herself to her family
and directorships of several
large corporations before Mr.
Ford sent her here. -

Her ‘family”—by which
she means her husband, To-
bin, who is here with her
now—is the one thing, she
says, that will keep her cut
of elective politics. An inter-
viewer cannot escape the im-
pression that she would like
someday to run for office,
and she says that if she
doesn’t run she would eager-
ly accept a job under a future
Republican Administration.
She is an overpoweringly
friendly person; she is also
not unambitious.

She insists, however, that
she''does not relish the idea
of spending the days on the
campaign trail required to
run and win, and the reason
is not so much her grown
children—the youngest of
the'five is now 19—but Mr.
Armstrong, the tall person-
able rancher who, if central
casting and a few chauvinists
had anything to say about
it, would himself fit very
well as Ambassador to the
Court of St. James's.
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Ambassador Anne Armstrong at her office in London
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