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if 1 2 1976 

A
gnew

, on Journalism
, H

im
self . 

, S
p
iro

 T
. A

g
n
ew

, in
 h

is first netw
ork 

televisio
n

 
appearance since 

resigning 
a
s V

ice P
resid

en
t 

o
n
 O

ct. 1
0
, 1

9
7
3
, 

w
as interview

ed yesterd
a
y b

y B
arbara 

W
a

lters 
and 

Jim
 

H
artz o

n
 

N
B

C
's 

"T
o
d
ay

" sh
o
w

. N
o
w

 a 
businessm

an, 
M

r. A
g
n
ew

 
w

as o
n
 

th
e 

p
ro

g
ram

 to
 

prom
ote 

h
is 

b
o

o
k

, "T
h

e C
an

field
 

D
ecisio

n
," a n

o
v

el ab
o

u
t p

o
litical 

in
trig

u
e 

and rom
ance. 

F
o

llo
w

in
g

 a
re 

excerp
ts from

 the netw
ork's transcript 

o
f th

e in
terv

iew
. ■

 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S

: Y
ou have characters in 

the book talk repeatedly of the Jew
ish 

cab
al, o

f th
e Jew

ish
 o

r Z
io

n
ist lo

b
b
y
 

h
av

in
g
 to

o
 m

u
ch

 stren
g
th

, to
o
 m

u
ch

 
influence in C

ongress; Is thiS
 how

 you 
see? 

A
G

N
E

W
: I d

o
 feel th

at th
e Z

io
n

ist 
in

flu
en

ces in
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates are 

d
rag

g
in

g
 th

e U
.S

. in
to

 a rath
er d

is-
organized approach to the M

iddle E
ast 

p
ro

b
lem

. I feel fo
r ex

am
p
le th

at w
e 

d
o
n
't h

av
e an

 ev
en

h
an

d
ed

 p
o
licy

 in
 

th
e M

id
d
le E

ast. 
T

here's no doubt that there has been 
a certain am

ount of Israeli im
perialism

 
tak

in
g
 p

lace in
 th

e w
o
rld

. T
h
ere h

as 
b
een

 an
 in

v
asio

n
 o

f th
e W

est B
an

k
. 

T
he Israeli P

arliam
ent is talking about 

settlin
g
 o

n
 th

e G
o
lan

 H
eig

h
ts, o

n
 th

e 
G

aza S
trip

, an
d

 I feel th
at b

ecau
se o

f 
th

e Z
io

n
ist in

flu
en

ces in
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates th
ese m

atters o
f ag

g
ressio

n
 are 

routinely considered to be perm
issible. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S
: 

In
flu

en
ces w

h
ere, M

r. 
A

gnew
? 

A
G

N
E

W
: T

here are influences, cer- 
tain

ly
, in

 th
e m

ed
ia, an

d
 w

h
en

 . . . 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S

: In
 th

e m
ed

ia . . . 
A

G
N

E
W

: In
 w

h
at I call th

e n
atio

n
- 

w
id

e im
p
act. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S
: 

H
ow

 do Z
ionists influ-

en
ce u

s in
 th

e m
ed

ia? 
A

G
N

E
W

: W
ell, because of the w

ay 
it's treated

. 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S
: T

ell m
e. I d

o
n
't u

n
d
er-

sta
n
d

 w
h
a
t y

o
u
 m

e
a
n
. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 
Z

io
n
ists w

ith
in

 th
e m

ed
ia o

r Z
io

n
ists 

w
h
o
 . . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: I think the m

edia are sym
-

p
ath

etic to
 th

e Z
io

n
ist cau

se, p
u
t it 

th
at w

ay
. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S
: Y

ou call, it the Z
ionist ... 

A
G

N
E

W
: 

W
h
at I call th

e n
atio

n
-

w
id

e, im
p

act m
ed

ia, an
d

 I d
o

n
't feel 

—
fo

r ex
am

p
le, w

e h
av

e a ten
d

en
cy

 
n

o
t to

 sep
arate th

e A
rab

s in
to

 w
h

at 
y
o
u
 m

ig
h
t call m

ilitan
t C

o
m

m
u
n
ist- 

o
rien

ted
 A

rab
s an

d
 th

e A
rab

s th
at 

support free enterprise system
s. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: Y
o

u
 d

o
n

't th
in

k
 w

e d
o

 
th

at? F
o

r ex
am

p
le, w

ith
 E

g
y

p
t. 

A
G

N
E

W
: 

N
o

, I th
in

k
 th

e
 S

a
u

d
i 

A
rabians, for exam

ple, have been our 
v

ery
 stau

n
ch

 frien
d

s o
v

er a p
erio

d
 o

f 
six

ty
 -y

ears an
d

 y
et w

e reg
ard

 th
em

 
and M

r. S
adat in E

gypt, w
ho has been 

try
in

g
 to

 fig
h

t th
e b

attle o
f b

alan
ce 

betw
een the P

alestinians . 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S

: Y
o
u
 d

o
n
't th

in
k
 M

r. 
S

ad
at, w

h
en

 h
e cam

e to
 th

is co
u
n
try

, 
his view

s w
ere given equal treatm

ent? 
A

G
N

E
W

: Y
es, I th

in
k

 h
e w

as co
v

-
ered • but I don't think that M

r. S
adat 

an
d

 th
e late K

in
g

 F
aisal an

d
 o

th
er 

A
rab

s are g
iv

en
 th

is—
are p

u
t in

 a 
different position. 

A
G

N
E

W
: I knew

 exactly w
hat I w

as 
d
o
in

g
 w

h
en

 I p
lead

ed
 n

o
-co

n
test to

 
the count, single count of incom

e tax 
ev

asio
n

 an
d

 it'll b
e ex

p
lain

ed
 w

h
en

 I 
"w

rite the m
em

oir. 
I d

o
n

't w
an

t to
 talk

 ab
o

u
t it n

o
w

 
ex

cep
t to

 say
 th

at I w
as fu

lly
 co

n
-

scio
u

s o
f w

h
at I d

id
 an

d
 I k

n
o

w
 it 

=
w

as a felo
n
y
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 resu

ltan
t. I 

do feel that there are m
ore im

portant, 
m

ore serious crim
es being abetted in 

th
e W

o
rld

 to
d

ay
 th

an
 th

e o
n

e I w
as 

accused of. 
In

cid
en

tally
 all o

f th
e ev

id
en

ce 
against m

e being produced by people 
w

h
o

 accep
ted

 im
m

u
n

ity
 to

 testify
—

crim
es being abetted such as the vili-

fication of our institutions, the C
.I.A

., 
the F

.B
.I., the glorification of the C

om
-

m
unist system

, this sort of thing. 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S

: R
ecen

tly
, in

 an
 in

ter-
v
iew

 w
h
ich

 h
as n

o
t b

een
 aired

, an
-

o
th

er telev
isio

n
 in

terv
iew

, y
o
u
 said

, 
"I don't feel guilty. I had no personal 
benefit from

 anything that's happened." 
A

G
N

E
W

: T
hat's correct. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: In that conversation you 
raised

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
e m

o
n

ey
 

you're• accused" of having taken w
as 

m
o
re in

 th
e area o

f cam
p
aig

n
 co

n
-

tributions, w
hich had been custom

ary 
in

 th
e p

ast. 
A

G
N

E
W

: T
hat's part of it, but that's 

n
o
t all o

f it, an
d
 ag

ain
 I'm

 g
o
n
n
a—

I'd
 lik

e to
 g

et b
ack

 to
 "T

h
e C

an
field

 
D

ecision," if w
e could, not because ... 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: L
et m

e ask
 y

o
u

 so
m

e-
thing. 

A
G

N
E

W
: . . . not because I object to 

discussing this at the proper tim
e and 

b
ecau

se I'll b
e b

ack
 to

 d
o

 it, y
o

u
 can

 
b
e su

re o
f th

at. 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S: L

et m
e tak

e o
n

e m
o

re 
p
o
in

t, b
ecau

se in
 "T

h
e C

an
field

 D
e-

cision," since you w
rote it, and it w

as 
a product of your m

ind, you could go 
in

 an
y

 d
irectio

n
 an

d
 P

o
rter C

an
field

, 
w

ho is a V
ice P

resident, but in m
any 

o
th

er w
ay

s is n
o

t y
o

u
, b

u
t th

ere are 
so

m
e th

in
g
s th

at h
e d

o
es—

I d
o
n
't 

w
an

t to
 g

iv
e th

e b
o
o
k
 aw

ay
—

an
d
 h

e 
feels that he w

as fram
ed. D

o you feel 
that? 

A
G

N
E

W
: D

o I feel that I w
as fram

ed? 
A

g
ain

, it's p
art o

f th
e sto

ry
, an

d
 h

o
w

 
I feel w

ill h
av

e to
 [b

e] ad
d

u
ced

 fro
m

 
th

e tellin
g

 o
f th

e co
m

p
lete, co

h
esiv

e 
narration of w

hat happened..  
,W

A
L

T
E

R
S

: C
an

 w
e ask

 y
o

u
 an

y
-

. th
in

g
 ab

o
u
t—

w
ell, it h

as b
een

 re-
p
o
rted

 th
ere are so

m
e q

u
arters w

h
o
 

felt th
at R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 w

an
ted

 y
o
u
r-

resig
n
atio

n
 to

 .tak
e th

e h
eat o

ff o
f 

h
im

, feelin
g

, th
at th

e co
u

n
try

 w
o

u
ld

 
th

in
k
 o

n
e resig

n
atio

n
 w

as en
o
u
g
h
 in

 
th

e tim
e o

f W
aterg

ate. D
o

 y
o

u
 feel 

,this? W
hat part do you think R

ichard 
N

ix
o

n
 . . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: P

art of the sam
e story. 

H
A

R
T

Z
: I'm

 curious w
hy you don't 

w
an

t to
 co

m
m

en
t o

n
 it. T

h
is is y

o
u
r 

first telev
isio

n
 ap

p
earan

ce in
 th

ree 
years, very little . . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: T

here are essentially tw
o 

reasons. O
ne of them

 is a very sim
ple 

o
n
e. I w

an
t to

 p
u
b
lish

 a m
em

o
ir an

d
 

I w
an

t to
 m

ark
et it. I am

 n
o

t b
ein

g
 

in
terv

iew
ed

 fo
r larg

e su
m

s as so
m

e 
political figures have been. H

ow
 I tell 

m
y story, if it's som

ething of interest, 
is a property of m

ine and I don't w
ant 

it fractionated through being excerpted 

• 
•
 

an
d

 co
m

m
en

ted
 o

n
 u

n
til I h

av
e a 

ch
an

ce to
 tell it as an

 en
tity

. T
h

e 
' o

th
er reaso

n
 is th

at th
ere are still 

certain trials in progress that directly 
to

u
ch

 o
n
 m

y
 situ

atio
n
, th

at w
o
n
't b

e 
co

m
p

leted
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 u
n

til early
 n

ex
t 

year. 
H

A
R

T
Z

: It w
o
u
ld

n
't affect th

e trial 
if y

o
u
 sa

id
 h

e
re

 to
d
a
y
 y

o
u
 w

e
re

 
guilty or innocent. 

A
G

N
E

W
: It could. 

H
A

R
T

Z
: H

ow
 could it? 

A
G

N
E

W
: 

B
ecau

se an
y

th
in

g
 th

at I 
say

 th
at relates to

 w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 
m

e affects other people w
ho are inter-

m
in

g
led

 in
 m

y
 situ

atio
n
. I th

in
k
 I'v

e 
—

w
hen I cam

e on this program
 I ex-

p
lain

ed
 w

h
at th

e g
ro

im
d

 ru
les w

ere, 
an

d
 th

at I w
asn

't g
o
in

g
 to

 talk
 ab

o
u
t 

th
is, so

 I th
in

k
 n

o
w

 th
a
t I h

a
v
e
 

an
sw

ered
 th

e q
u

estio
n

 an
d

 I'm
 n

o
t 

g
o

in
g

 to
 talk

 ab
o

u
t it, let's leav

e it 
b
ecau

se w
ere w

astin
g
 v

alu
ab

le tim
e 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S
: D

o you think R
ichard.  

N
ixon-  should have been pardoned? Is 

'that'som
ething you can com

m
ent on?. 

A
G

N
E

W
: I d

o
n
't w

an
t to

 co
m

m
en

t 
on R

ichard N
ixon, 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: Y
o
u
 h

av
e n

o
t talk

ed
 to

 
or .seen him

, have you? 
A

G
N

E
W

: 
N

o
, I h

av
en

't talk
ed

 to
 

him
, no. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: 
In

 th
e b

o
o
k
, th

ere is 
w

h
at y

o
u
 called

 th
e o

b
lig

ato
ry

 lo
v
e 

sto
ry

 an
d

 th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t h

as an
 

affair an
d

 I w
o

n
't tell an

y
o

n
e w

h
o

 it 
is, b

u
t w

h
en

 Jo
h
n
 L

in
d
say

 w
ro

te h
is 

novel, he had a C
ongressm

an—
he had 

an affair, and John L
indsay said, w

ell, 
it's b

etter fo
r m

arriag
es in

 a lo
t o

f 
w

ay
s. I'm

 v
ag

u
ely

 q
u
o
tin

g
 h

im
, an

d
 

esp
ecially

 in
 p

o
litics. It's alm

o
st a 

relief. D
o you feel this, or did you put 

it in
 b

ecau
se y

o
u

 h
ad

 to
 h

av
e a little 

sex
—

an
d
 b

y
 th

e w
ay

, it's w
ell d

o
n
e 

in
 th

e b
o
o
k
 . . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: 

W
ell, it's really

 em
b

ar-
rassin

g
 to

 ask
 a 5

7
-y

ear-o
ld

 m
an

 
ab

o
u

t sex
. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: W
ell, y

o
u

 w
ro

te ab
o

u
t 

it, M
r. A

gnew
. 

A
G

N
E

W
: 

I d
id

n
't h

a
v
e
 to

, a
n
d
 I 

read
 a lo

t o
f b

o
o

k
s to

 w
rite ab

o
u

t 
it, b

u
t let m

e p
u

t it th
is w

ay
. W

h
en

 
Julian G

oodm
an, the president of N

B
C

, 
is w

illing to com
e on and discuss his 

sex
 life, th

en
 I'll co

m
e . . . 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: I d
id

n
't ask

 y
o
u
' ab

o
u
t 

y
o

u
r sex

 life, an
d

 Ju
lian

 G
o

o
d

m
an

 
has not w

ritten a book.. If he did and 
h

e w
ro

te ab
o

u
t sex

, w
e w

o
u

ld
 ask

 
h
im

 a
b
o
u
t it . . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: I doubt it. 	

, 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S

: . . and I have a feeling 
M

r. G
o
o
d
m

an
 w

o
u
ld

 an
sw

er. I'm
 

ask
in

g
 . . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: I doubt if you'd ask him

. 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S: 

I'm
 ask

in
g

 ab
o

u
t th

e 
political w

orld, not you, S
piro A

gnew
, 

but in the political w
orld . . 

A
G

N
E

W
: T

h
e p

o
litical w

o
rld

 is n
o

 
d

ifferen
t th

an
 

a
n

y o
th

er w
o
rld

. P
er-

sonal relationships exist betw
een poli-

ticians and nonpoliticians, just as they 
d

o
 an

y
p

lace else. I d
o

n
't k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 
you can com

partm
entalize the political 

w
orld w

hen you're talking about sex. 
H

A
R

T
Z

:- Y
ou called it [the sex irr 

the book] obligatory. D
id the publisher 

ask
 y

o
u

 to
 p

u
t it in

? 
A

G
N

E
W

: N
o, that w

as B
ill B

uckley's 
phrase, I believe, or L

indsay's phrase, 
I'm

 n
o
t su

re, b
u
t I th

in
k
 it w

as B
ill 

B
uckley's phrase w

hen he w
as speak-

ing ab
o

u
t h

is b
o

o
k

. 
W

A
L

T
E

R
S
: I ask

ed
 y

o
u
 in

 an
o
th

er 
p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e p

ro
g

ram
 if th

ere w
ere 

tim
es w

hen you said, I could be P
resi-

dent today, that could be m
e, and you 

said
 th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 th
o
se m

o
m

en
ts. 

A
re you over them

 now
? 

A
G

N
E

W
: Y

es. Y
es, I am

. C
om

pletely 
over. 

W
A

L
T

E
R

S: A
re y

o
u
 at p

eace w
ith

 
yourself? 

A
G

N
E

W
: Y

es, entirely. 


