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In
 h

is fo
rth

co
m

in
g
 n

o
v
el 

"T
he C

om
pany," John E

hrlich-
m

an has draw
n an unflattering 

portrait of a fictional president 
o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates w

h
o
 ap

-
p
e
a
rs to

 b
e
a
r m

o
re

 th
a
n

 a
 

passing resem
blance to E

hrlich-
m

an's form
er boss, R

ichard N
ix-

on. O
n
e
 o

f th
e
 th

in
g

s th
a
t 

seem
s certain to be discussed 

about the book is how
 m

uch of 
it is fictio

n
 an

d
 h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 is 
fact. Is it, the real N

ixon or is it 
an em

broidered version created 
by a form

er aide for com
m

er-
cial purposes? 

N
ew

 Y
ork m

agazine, w
hich 

excerpted parts of "T
he C

om
pa-

ny" in its current issue, does not 
leave m

uch doubt that it thinks 
E

hrlichm
an's "P

resident R
ich-

ard M
onckton" w

as draw
n from

 
life: the exerpts are illustrated 
w

ith
 sk

etch
es o

f N
ix

o
n
. T

h
e 

m
agazine also lists the nam

es of 
th

e fictio
n
al ch

aracters alo
n
g
 

w
ith

 th
e real-life in

d
iv

id
u
als 

they supposedly represent. 

In
 th

e
 b

o
o

k
, "R

ic
h
a
rd

 
M

o
n
ck

to
n
" h

as m
an

y
 o

f th
e 

characteristics the country has 
co

m
e to

 asso
ciate w

ith
 M

r. 
N

ixon, including his discom
fort 

at having to m
ake sm

all talk, his 
h
y
p
ersen

sitiv
ity

 to
 criticism

 
a
n

d
 h

is n
e
e
d
 fo

r so
litu

d
e
. 

M
o

n
ck

to
n

's sp
eech

 p
attern

, 
w

hen talking w
ith his aids, even 

has the ring of the W
hite H

ouse 
tapes. 

In addition, M
onckton has a 

drinking problem
 that recalls 

W
o
o

d
w

ard
 an

d
 B

ern
stein

's 
"T

he F
inal D

ays," in w
hich the  

tw
o W

ashington P
ost reporters 

reported that M
r. N

ixon drank 
h
eav

ily
. In

 "T
h
e C

o
m

p
an

y
." 

E
hrlichm

an describes M
onck-

to
n

's n
eed

, "at all co
sts," to

 
"av

o
id

 th
e cy

cle o
f fatig

u
e -

sleeplessness alcohol that could 
carry him

 into certain disaster." 

E
hrlichm

an's fictional pres-
ident has a need for pills as w

ell 
as alcohol. A

 passage from
 the 

book recounts how
 M

onckton 
"tired easily." It goes on: "Ironi-
cally

, w
h
en

 h
e b

ecam
e v

ery
 

fatigued he found it im
possible 

to
 sleep

 w
ith

o
u
t p

ills, an
d
 at 

th
o

se tim
es a n

o
rm

al d
o

sag
e 

w
as not enough. S

leeping pills 
alw

ays m
ade hiM

 feel dull the 
next day and, w

hen he w
oke up, 

coffee alone w
ouldn't pick him

 
up. S

o he had to have a drink or 
tw

o to get things started. U
nfor-

tunately, he becam
e intoxicated 

quickly, leading him
 to becom

e 
hoarse, bitter, and belligerent." 

In a catalogue announcing 
th

e b
o
o
k
, w

h
ich

 is to
 b

e p
u
b
-

lished next m
onth, S

im
on and 

S
chuster described it as a "dar-

in
g
 an

d
 h

ead
lin

e-m
ak

in
g
 'ro

-
m

an' cleff" - a fictional book in 
w

h
ich

 real p
eo

p
le are th

in
ly

 
d
isg

u
ised

. E
h
rlich

m
an

 co
u
ld

 
n
o
t b

e reach
ed

 fo
r co

m
m

en
t. 

B
ut a S

im
on and S

chuster offi-
cial said that "it's the first tim

e 
anyone at the very heart" of the 
N

ixon adm
inistration has w

rit-
ten

 ab
o
u
t it. "it h

as th
e real -

in it," he said. 

T
he story carries M

onckton 
from

 his elevation to the burgla-
ry of a D

em
ocratic headquar-

ters. E
h
rlich

m
an

 h
as m

ain
-

tain
ed

 th
at th

e p
lo

t is fictio
n
, 

w
hich leaves the reader to draw

 
h

is o
r h

er o
w

n
 co

n
clu

sio
n

s 
about M

onckton and others in  

the book. A
m

ong those passing 
u
n
d
er fictio

n
al n

am
es, in

 th
e 

view
 of N

ew
 Y

ork m
agazine, 

are H
en

ry
 K

issin
g
er, H

. R
. 

H
aldem

an, E
hrlichm

an him
self, 

J. E
dgar H

oover, John F
. K

en-
nedy, L

yndon B
. Johnson, H

u-
b

ert H
u

m
p

h
rey

, E
. H

o
w

ard
 

H
u
n
t an

d
 fo

rm
er V

ice P
resi-

dent S
piro A

gnew
, w

ho is pub-
lish

in
g
 h

is o
w

n
 n

o
v
e
l th

is 
m

o
n
th

, "T
h
e C

an
field

 D
eci-

sion," draw
ing heavily on his 

W
hite H

ouse experiences. 

In
 th

e n
o
v
el, M

o
n
ck

to
n
 

rails ag
ain

st h
ip

p
ies, th

e b
u
-

reaucracy, H
arvard liberals and 

G
eo

rg
eto

w
n
 co

ck
tail p

arties, 
and com

plains about everything 
from

 the w
ay the salad is served 

at a state dinner to the lack of 
arran

g
em

en
ts fo

r telev
isio

n
 

co
v

erag
e fo

r a p
lan

n
ed

 w
alk

 
across the street. 

"F
ran

k
, can

't w
e fill th

e 
street w

ith
 o

u
t p

eo
p
le, ch

eer-
ing?" he asks an aide. "M

ove the 
hippies a block aw

ay and fill in 
the block w

ith our kids; get a 
c
o
u
p
le

 o
f lo

u
d
 b

a
n
d
s . . 

D
row

n out those faggots." 

E
hrlichm

an, w
ho w

as M
r. 

N
ixon's assistant for dom

estic 
affairs, is now

 living in S
anta 

F
e, N

.M
. H

is co
n

v
ictio

n
 o

n
 

W
aterg

ate-related
 ch

arg
es is 

cu
rren

tly
 u

n
d
er ap

p
eal. P

ara-
m

o
u
n
t h

as b
o
u
g
h
t th

e m
o
v
ie 

rights for "T
he C

om
pany," but 

has not yet cast any of the parts. 


