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Recipients of

4 Million

From Gulf Unidentified

By Walter Pincus

‘Washington Post Staf{ Writer

Recipitnts of almost $4
million in cash handed out
by Gult Oil Corp. vice presi-
dent Claude C. Wild, Jr.,
from a $5.4 million cam-
paign slush {und remain
unidentified despite two
several federal agencits and
vears of investigation by
two law firms specially
hired by Gulf, itself.

Dozens of national, state
and local officials and cam-
paign organizations have al-
ready been named in court
records as getting Gulf cash,
betwten 1961 and 1973, but
the total amount they are
said to have received is less
than one-third the money

Gulf’s own records show '

Wild was given for distribu-
tion.

In 1973, for example, Gulf
records show Wild received
and passed out $170,000 in
cash until July of that year,
when the program wds
halted. Only one $5000 con-
tribution, to tre campaign
of Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-
Hawaii) has betn identified.

The remaining $165,000 in
1973 contributions are of
particular interest to Water-
gate special. prosecutor
Charles Ruff. A 1974 amend-
ment to the campaign fund
laws, reduces the statute of
limitations for bringing an
indictment for use of illegal
corporate campaign funds to
three years from five.

Thus Ruff has only three
months left to track down
Gulf money that went to
House or Senate candidates
if he wants to prostcute con-
gressional offenders.

Wild is the key to any
criminal case since, accord-
ing to cne federal investiga-
tor, “there ane no rtcords”
of the cash transactions
which almost always were
“one on one situations”
where corroboration is nec-
@ssary.

A shrewd, long-time lobby
ist, Wild has been playing
cat-and-mouse with federal,
congressional and corporate
investigators, attempting to
keep himself out of jail
while at the same time pro-
tecting the names of politi-
cians and aides who took
the possibly-illegal cash he
distributed.

While Wild has betn ma-
neuvering to protect him-
self, open competition has
developed in the inquiry bt-
tween Special Prosecutor

Ruff and the Securitits and
Exchange Commission over
the former Gulf official’s
testimony.

The SEC, according to of-

ficials, has wanted to give

Wild immunity so that ht
could relate in full what he
did with the entire $5.4 mil-
lion fund without facing fur-
ther prosecution. The SEC
interest, according to one of-
ficial, “is to get a public ai-
iounting.”

" The Watergate prosecutor
howevtr, has a special situa-
tion with Wild.

In October, 1973, Wild and
Gulf made a voluntary dis-
closure to the Watergate
special prosecutor of $125.-
000 in illegal contributions
to the 1972 presidential cam-
paigns of Richard Nixon,
Sen. Henry Jackson (D-
Wash.) and Rep. Wilbur
Mills (D-Ark.).

In November, 1973, the

prosecutor accepted a guilty ,

plea from Wild and Gulf on.
a relatively minor charge ar-
ising out of those 1972 con-
tributions.

However, as pant of that
agreement, Wild was sup-
posed to make a full disclo-
sure to the prosecutor of all
contributions to fedtral
elections made between 1968
and 1972.

Wild came forward with
records from a previously
unpublicized Gulf Good
Government Fund which
raised money from Gulf ex-
ecutives, and sent checks to
political candidates for the
Hoose and Senate. That
fund, like other voluntary
contributing groups, was le-
gal.

Wild did not disclose that
he also made contributions
from his then-secret illegal
cash fund. And the prosecu-
tor, overwhelmed at the
time with other corporate
cases, did not fully investi-
gate Gulf.

It was only after the SEC
entered the case that the
prosecutor’s office discov-
ered Wild had not told all.

In September, 1975, Wild's
former assistants at the
Gulf Washington  office
went before the grand jury
for the first time and told
how they delivered enve-
lopes with cash to various
members of the House and

Last January, Wild
peared before the
jury with limited immunity
and, according to informed
sources, mnamed  several
members of Congress

C:enators to whom he had
given cash in 1973. Some, re-
portedly had teficits from

the 1972 election, and, oth-
ers like Inouye, were getting
ready to run in 1974.

At some key points, how-

ever, Wild’s “recollection
got fuzzy,” one informed
source said. Wild again

failed to account for all the
funds he had been given,

Last month, the prosecu-
tor indicted Wild on a new
charge of making illegal cor-
porate fund contributions to
Inouye’s campaign in 1973
and the election of Sen. Sam
Nunn(D-Ga.) in’ September,
1972,

Wild’s lawyer had several
months earlier agreed to
waive the three-year limita-
tion on the $2,500 Ninn con-
tribution in an effort to
prove his client would tell
grand jury.
all when put before the
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