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C
onnally D

ines W
ith F

ord as B
oth R

epublican F
actions W

oo H
im

 
B

y JA
M

E
S M

. N
A

U
G

H
T

O
N

 
Special to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, A

pril 1 
John B

. C
onnally w

as far back 
in the group w

hen 16 m
em

bers 
of P

resident F
ord's F

oreign In-
tellig

en
ce - A

d
v
iso

ry
 B

o
ard

 
em

erged from
 the W

hite H
ouse 

today to take:the oath of office 
in

 a R
o
se G

ard
en

 cerem
o
n
y
. 

B
u

t w
ith

 th
e tim

in
g

 o
f th

e 
instinctive politician, M

r. C
on-

n
ally

 lo
p
ed

 th
ro

u
g
h
 to

 g
et to

 
the bead of the pack of dignita-
ries. B

y the tim
e television and 

still photographers began oper- 

king he had positioned him
self 

in
 th

e m
o
st o

p
p
o
rtu

n
e sp

o
t, 

clo
sest to

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d
 

eo
 C

h
ern

e, ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e 

advisory board. 
M

r. C
onnally's political tim

-
ing is a m

atter of considerable 
in

terest to
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 

to
 R

o
n
ald

 R
eag

an
, M

r. F
o
rd

's 
riv

al fo
r th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
res-

idential nom
ination. 

A
n

 en
d

o
rsem

en
t o

f eith
er 

candidate by the form
er S

ecre-
tary

 o
f th

e T
reasu

ry
 co

u
ld

, 
in

 th
e ju

d
g
m

en
t o

f th
e F

o
rd

 
and. R

eagan cam
ps, determ

ine 
the outcom

e of the M
ay 1 pri- 

m
ary in T

exas, w
here a volatile 

R
epublican electorate can doom

 
M

r. R
e
a
g
a
n
's c

h
a
lle

n
g
e
 o

r, 
w

eaken M
r. F

ord's candidacy, 
T

hus, exactly one year after 
h

e
 w

e
n

t o
n

 tria
l in

 F
e
d

e
ra

l 
D

istrict C
o
u
rt h

ere o
n
 b

rib
ery

 
charges of w

hich he w
as found 

n
o
t g

u
ilty

, M
r. C

o
n
n
ally

 w
as 

b
ack

 at th
e fo

cal p
o

in
t o

f N
a-

tional R
epublican politics. 

M
r. F

ord w
ould w

ooed him
 

to
n

ig
h

t at a p
riv

ate d
in

n
er in

 
the W

hite H
ouse. M

r. R
eagan 

reportedly telephoned M
r. C

on-
nally ro m

ake one. M
r. C

onnal-
ly, characteristically, kept both 
sides guessing. 

_ O
pposing C

alls N
oted 

"I don't honestly know
 w

hat 
he'll do," one w

ell-placed F
ord 

cam
p

aig
n

 m
em

b
er said

 to
d

ay
 

o
f 'M

r, C
o
n
n
ally

. "F
irst a so

--  
called

 'clo
sest p

erso
n

al frien
d

 
of John C

onnally' w
ill call and 

tell m
e h

e's g
o
in

g
 to

 en
d
o
rse 

us, then another 'closest friend' 
w

ill call and tell m
e he w

on't."' 
Jo

h
n
 P

. S
ears, th

e R
eag

an
 

cam
paign m

anager, told repor-
ters y

esterd
ay

 th
at h

e k
n
ew

 
o

f n
o

 o
n

e w
h

o
 co

u
ld

 p
red

r. 
C

o
n
n
ally

's actio
n
s. "C

o
n

n
ally

 
is a-  p

lay
er," M

r. S
ears said

, 
"h

e
's a

 p
la

y
e
r a

t a
ll tim

e
s." 

"I w
ould not be surprised," 

M
r. S

ears ad
d
ed

, "if b
efo

re 
the T

exas prim
ary he endorsed 

so
m

eb
o
d
y
. B

u
t I. 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

predict w
ho it w

ould be." 
M

r. C
o
n

n
ally

 h
as b

een
 co

y
, 

p
u
b

licly
 as w

ell as p
riv

ately
. 

H
e told one interview

er recent-
ly

 th
a
t it c

o
u
ld

 "d
o
 h

a
rm

" 
to

 h
is e

ffo
rt to

 e
n
la

rg
e
 th

e
 

R
epublican C

ongressional m
in-

o
rity

 if h
e
 w

e
re

 to
 in

v
o

lv
e
 

h
im

se
lf in

 th
e
 fig

h
t fo

r th
e
 

P
residentila nom

ination. A
t the 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se th

at statem
en

t 
w

a
s re

g
a
rd

e
d
 a

s a
 p

lu
s fo

r 
M

r. R
eagan. 

B
u

t M
r. C

o
n

n
ally

 also
 h

as 
said

 h
e ex

p
ects M

r. F
o
rd

 to
 

w
in

 th
e p

arty
's n

o
m

in
atio

n
, a  

rem
ark the R

eagan cam
p consi-

d
ers m

o
d
estly

 h
elp

fu
l to

 th
e 

P
resident. 
T

e
x
a
s lo

o
m

s a
s a

 c
ru

c
ia

l 
p
rim

ary
, M

r. S
ears said

, so
 

it w
ould be better for M

r. C
on-

n
a
lly

 to
 u

se
 h

is "in
flu

e
n
c
e
 

w
hile he can, rather than dissi-

p
ate it b

y
 n

o
t u

sin
g
 it at all." 

S
om

e F
ord aides have begun 

dropping M
r. C

onnally's nam
e 

as a potential V
ice-P

residential 
n
o
m

in
ee, esp

ecially
 if Jim

m
y
 

C
arter, fo

rm
er G

o
v
ern

o
r o

f 
G

eo
rg

ia, w
in

s th
e D

em
o
cratic 

P
resid

en
tial n

o
m

in
atio

n
, an

d
 

M
r. F

ord needs som
eone such 

as M
r. C

o
n
n
ally

 to
 ap

p
eal to

 
the S

outh in N
ovem

ber. 
"W

e need C
onnally—

w
e need 

h
im

 n
atio

n
ally

," S
tu

art S
p

en
-, 

cer, M
r. F

o
rd

's d
ep

u
ty

 cam
-

paign chairm
an, said.oday. 

• A
n
o
th

er F
o
rd

 in
tim

ate said
 

th
at th

e P
resid

en
t h

ad
 b

een
 

urged to suggest that M
r. C

on-
n
ally

 co
u
ld

 ev
en

 b
eco

m
e a d

e 
facto

 p
artn

er o
f R

o
g

ers C
. B

. 
M

o
rto

n
, M

r. F
o
rd

's cam
p
aig

n
: 

chairm
an, in designing and di-

recting the P
resident's candida-

cy. "F
o
rd

 an
d
 C

o
n
n
ally

 n
eed

, 
each other," the aide said. "T

he 
best chance for the R

epublicans 
to have an A

dm
inistration next 

y
ear is w

ith
 G

erald
 F

o
rd

, n
o
t 

R
onald R

eagan. C
onnally w

ants 
to

 rem
ain

 a p
u

b
lic p

erso
n

..." 
T

h
e
 a

id
e
 le

t th
e
 se

n
te

n
c
e
 

trail off. T
he unspoken im

plica-
tio

n
 seem

ed
 clear—

th
at M

r. 
C

o
n
n
ally

's p
ro

sp
ects fo

r a re--
tu

rn
 to

 n
atio

n
al p

ro
m

in
en

ce 
m

ay lie w
ith the P

resident w
ho 

reinstated him
 today to m

em
 -- 

b
ersh

ip
 o

n
 th

e F
o
reig

n
 In

tel-
ligence A

dvisory B
oard: 


