
SFC1660 	
n
 2 9 197 

C
a

m
p

a
ig

n
 
fu

n
d

 G
rou

p
s A

re B
oom

in
g 

N
ew

 Y
ork 

W
hat began as a slow

 but steady 
stream

 o
f co

rp
o
rate "p

o
litical actio

n
 

com
m

ittees" —
 form

ed last year follow
-

ing a landm
ark ruling by the F

ederal 
E

lection C
om

m
ission —

 is turning into a 
torrent. 

A
m

erican business and professional 
groups, already sitting on top of a $9-
m

illion political w
ar chest, are rushing 

to form
 new

 com
m

ittees to raise addi-
tional m

illions of dollars for this year's 
presidential and congressional candi-
dates. 

A
t least 100 new

 corporate com
m

it-
tees w

ere registered w
ith the election 

com
m

ission in the first ten w
eeks of 

1976, virtually equaling the num
ber of 

such com
m

ittees established during all 
of 1975. 

In one record-breaking w
eek this 

m
onth, 17 new

 corporate plans w
ere 

filed. T
he sponsors included G

eneral 
T

elephone C
o. of the S

outhw
est, Idaho 

B
ank &

 T
rust C

o., H
eublein Inc., B

endix 

C
orp., K

oppers C
o., Inc., and A

nheuser-
B

usch, Inc. 

L
ast N

ovem
ber, the F

ederal E
lec-

tion C
om

m
ission decided that operating 

expenses of new
 political action pro-

gram
s can be financed from

 corpora-
tion treasuries. 

W
hile the m

oney already accum
u-

lated is considered substantial, som
e 

ex
p

erts say
 th

e flo
w

 o
f cash

 is ju
st 

beginning. 

"It's a m
in

d
 b

o
g
g
ier," said

 F
red

 
W

ertheim
er, vice president of C

om
m

on 
C

ause, w
hich considers itself a citizens' 

lobby. "W
e're facing potential corpora-

tion explosion in the cam
paign financ-

in
g

 w
o

rld
. W

e d
o

n
't k

n
o

w
 w

h
en

 it's 
going to com

e, but w
ith the com

m
ittees 

that have been created just in the past 
year, it's surely com

ing." 

D
espite uncertainties that arose last 

M
o
n
d
ay

 w
h

en
 th

e F
ed

eral E
lectio

n
 

C
om

m
ission lost m

ost of its authority —
  

at least tem
porarily —

 in the afterm
ath 

of a S
uprem

e C
ourt decision, corpora-

tions m
ay still legally operate political 

action com
m

ittees. 

S
om

e of their activities —
 such as 

so
licitin

g
 co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s fro

m
 h

o
u
rly

 
em

ployees and establishing m
ore than 

one com
m

ittee per com
pany —

 could 
ultim

ately be outlaw
ed by C

ongress. 
T

he contributions to a single candidate 
allow

able at present are m
ultiplied by 

the num
ber of com

m
ittees a business 

sets up. 

H
ow

ever, m
any com

panies have 
already voluntarily confined their solici-
tations to the executive suite and have 
established only a single com

m
ittee, so 

that they w
ill not be adversely affected 

ev
en

 if C
o
n
g
ress d

ecid
es to

 im
p
o
se 

stiffer restrictions in the w
eeks ahead. 

M
eantim

e, , m
oney is still being 

g
ath

ered
 an

d
 th

e creatio
n
 o

f n
ew

 
com

m
ittees, w

hich began to accelerate 
last year, continues. 

T
ypical of the surge in com

m
ittee 

form
ation in 1975, according to C

om
-

m
o
n
 C

au
se, w

as th
e reg

istratio
n
 o

f 
co

m
m

ittees b
y
 1

7
 o

f th
e n

atio
n
's o

il 
com

panies, including A
tlantic R

ichfield 
C

o., the C
ities Service C

o., Standard O
il 

C
o. (C

alifornia), Standard O
il C

o. (O
hio), 

Sun O
il C

o. and T
exaco, Inc. B

efore the 
1974 elections, only one oil com

pany, 
U

nion O
il of C

alifornia, had registered a 
political com

m
ittee. 

T
he big m

oney, how
ever, w

as being 
am

assed by industry associations. T
he 

N
ational A

ssociation of M
anufacturers, 

for exam
ple, collected $192,000. T

he 
A

ssociation of G
eneral C

ontractors had 
$91,000; the banking profession $85,000; 
L

ife underw
riters $122,000; autom

obile 
an

d
 tru

ck
 d

ealers $
1

4
2

,0
0

0
, an

d
 th

e 
nation's realtors $316,000. 

T
he nation's labor unions have also 

been busy collecting m
oney from

 their 
m

em
bers. A

s 1976 began, labor reported 
$6,6 m

illion gathered for political pur- 
poses. 	
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