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By JOHN M. CREWDSON

Sgeclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March 11—
Statements, released today by

part in his res-

ignation 4.

The conversation, on June 23,
1972, six days after the Water-
gate break:

Mr. Nixon

on that eventually
linked the burglary to Mr. Nix-
or’s. campaign  committee.
When the tape was made public
two' years: later, it became
known as the “smoking gun”
evidence that forecd the Presi-
dent to resign.

What has ¢entinued to puzzle
investigators i thowever, are
some ofy M ixon’s cryptic

comments on that tape about
Richard Helms, who headed the
Central Intelligence Agency at
the time, and’ about the agen-
cy’s attempted Bay of Pigs in-
vasion of Cuba in 1961.

In a series.of written ques-
tions submitted to him last
January by the Senate Select
Committee .on. Intelligence, Mr.
Nixon was asked what he had
meant when he told H. R.
Haldeman, his chief of staff,
‘hat the Nixon Administration
had “protected Helms from one
hell of a lot of things.”

One Point Not Clear

In giving!instructions to Mr.
Haldeman in:the June 23 con-
versation: to;secure Mr. Helms’s
cooperatiomzin the Watergate
cover-up, the President told his
aide to remihd the C.LA. chief
that a vigorous investigation of
the break-in might “blow the
whole Bay. of Pigs thing, which
we think ‘would be very un-
fortunate—beth for C.LA. and
for the country, at this time,
.and for -American foreign
policy.” il

Although #it was publicly
known at the time that several
of the men arrested the previ-
ous week inside the Democratic
offices had -participated in the
Cuban invasion, what has never
been clear is;the cause of Mr.
Nixon’s concern that “if it gets
out that this is all involved, the
Cuba thingyit would be a fias-
co” and “weuld make the C.I.A.

look bad.”:
In his;answer to the Senate
committeg’s question, made

public -by, +his lawyers today,
Mr. Nixon said that his state-
ment .$0;1 Mr. jHaldeman about
having .pretected.” Mr.#-Helms
had concerned:the forthcoming

sconversation that,
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publication, by a former C.LA.
employee, of a book “which
would, for the first time, reveal
a greatal of classified informa-
tion about the C.I.A.”

Mr. Nixon wrote to the Sen-

ate committee that he d dis- r e g ad
requestrand*finally told Mr. Eh-

cussed that matter with ' Mr.
Helms in early 1972—he did
not name the former employee
in question—and that he had
assured the director of his full
take—legal—tiom—*“to- prevent
support if the C.I.A. chose to

in, disclosed that|take legal action “to prevent
d tried to blocklthese disclosures.”

“It was in light of this in-

cident,” WrH0dNixon recalled,]

that he made to Mr. Haldeman
the statement that the White

House had “ptotectéd’{Helms
from one hell of a lot of
things,” -

Some Senate committee® in-
vestigators have privately spe-
culated that Mr. Nf&aﬁx‘lﬁ refer-
ences to the Baywof«Pigs inva-
sion on the June ‘%3 tape might
have concerned the one major
aspect of that operation that
was not then publicly known—
the C.I.A. plot, since disclosed
by the intelligence panel, to as-
sassinate Pgirhe” Minister Fidel
Castro of &uba‘coincident with
the invasion. .

Eight Pfots o Castro

Altogether, the C.IA. con-
ceived eight  unsuccessful
schemes against Mr. Castro’s
life between the April g}?ﬁl, in-
vasion and early 1965, although
some of them were néver set
In motion. 4k

According to the intelligence
committee, Presidents Kennedy
and Johnson, under whose Ad-
minlstrations they occurred,
were advised of most of the
plots after they had failed. But
no evidence has been developed
that Mr. Nixon was made privy
to that information after taking
offlce in January 1969.

none of the 77 questions put
to Mr. Nixon by the Senate
committee dealt directly with
his knowledge or lack of know-
ledge of the Mr. Cas assassina-
tion plots against Mr. Castro.

But other evidence available
to the intelligence panel has led
some staff members there to
speculate that Mr. Nixon had
an opportunity to learn of the
assassination attempts more
than a year before the Water-
gate break-in.

For example, John D. .Eh-
rlichman, who was Mr. Nixon’s
chief domestic aide, told the
Senate Watergate committee in
1973 that Mr. Nixon had at one
point askedshimetorsecure frpm
Mr. Helms a-copy of a 1967
report by the C.LA. inspector

general on the agency’s in-
volvement in the Bay of Pigs
invasion. - :
According to reliable versions
of Mr. Ehrlichman’s testimony,
Wi 101;;”3??5}‘1& given in public
'sstofl; Mri* Helms dodged the

b

d

irlichman that he would have

eman  reported,
Watergaté‘%t’?ér .
to the Bay of Pigs, and it tracks

of June 23, Mr. Haldeman re-‘l
turned to,the President’s.
to, report o1
with Mr. Hel

office

his  conversation|

S

‘He told the'director; Mr; Hal-
, that  the|

“tracks back

to speak directly with Mr. Nix-
on about the matter.

According to a report on the
assassination plots made public
by the Senate intelligence com-
mittee last November, *the-1967
C.I.A. report was produced at|!
the request of President John-
son after Drew Pearson, the

volvement in this,”

‘back toysome, other leads run

yeople’ who had no in-
e and ﬂ%t i3
Mr. Helms had “kind of got the
picture.” 5

“He said, ‘We'll. be very hap-
py to be Helpful” “ Mr. HalGe- i
man recalled on the tape.

syncated columnist,.first re-
ported the invvement of V V
AmerVdiV Government in plots
against Mr. Castro’s life.
According to the committee’s
report, Mr. Johnson was subse-
quently briefed on, the. plots
that occurred in'the Adminis-
tration of President Kennedy,
but not on thosg in his own.
Mr. Ehrlichman .. told the
Watergate committee = that,
while he had no knowledge of
the matters discussed between
Mr. Nixon and Mr. Helms, the
report on the Bay of Pigs affair
that the C.IL.A. subsequently
gave him was not complete.
The question that.‘has con-
fronted Senate investigators,
and that remains unanswered,
is;whether the material deleted
from that report, and“discussed
privately between Mr. Nixon
and Mr. Helms, concerned the
assassination attempts.

A Good Relationship

According to Fred D. Thomp-
son, who served as chief minor-
ity counsel to the Senate
Watergate committee, Mr. Eh-
rlichman asserted that; except
for that single instance; the re-
lationship between Mr. Helms
and the White House had ben
a good one.

That assertion takes on added
significance in view of Mr:Hal-
dman’s response, on the June
23 tape, to Mr. Nixon's com-
ment that Mr. Helms had been

“protected” by the White
House. ‘
That’s  what  Ehrlichman

says,” Mr, Haldeman is heard
to say on the tape.

Mr. Haldeman has insisted
that he has never known  what
lay behind Mr. Nixon’s instruc-
tions to remind Mr. Helms, in
securing his cooperation, that
a full-scale investigation .could
“open the whole Bay of Pigs
thing up again.” Mr. Ehrlich-
man has declined to discuss his
knowledge of'the matter.

! But whatever Mr. Nixon in-
tended, Mr. Helms apparently
understood. Later in the day'
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Richard Helms meeting with President Nixon at the White House in 1973




