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IXON TESTIRIS

KISSINGER PICKED
WIRETAP TARGETS

CMARTTI1976
Says He Ordered the Action
but That His Adviser Gave
F.B.l. the Names

DEPOSITION ‘IN LAWSUIT

Sworn Statements by the

'By NICHOLAS M, HORROCK

"' Special to The New York Times

‘WASHINGTON, March 10—
Richard M. Nixon said in sworny
testimony made public foday
that he ordered a program of
telephone wiretaps in 1969 to
locate news leaks, but that it °

iwas Henry A. Kissinger, hig .
national security adviser, who
supplied the Federal Bureau of /'

Investigation with the names
of the original targets. of the

program.

The former President’s testi-
mony appeared to conflict with

Excerpts from the testimony
are on pages 26 and 27.

sworn statements by Mr. Kis-
sifigér, who is now Secretary of
State, in two main areas.

‘One- is the question of wha

men who were first wiretappecd

question of Mr. Kissinger’s role
in terminating the wiretaps.
Mr. Nixon’s statements are
contained in- a, 169-page depo-
sition that was taken at his
San- Clemente heme last Janu-
ary in a damage suit filed by
Morton H. Halperin, one of the
17 persons whose home phones
" " AN
Other Disclosures
In answering the questions,
Mr. Nixon provided long dis~
tati n the policy and

of his acts in the
matter: ' The deposi-
. result, has some of
the tone of a memoir.

. Nixon made' the follow-
-ranging assertions:
QFormer President Lyndon

B. Johnson “had almost 'an '

|obsession” about news- leaks
and warned Mr. Nixon not to
use;%ﬁphe National Security Coun-
cil; because that would increase
thegidanger of secrets getting
out. Mr. Johnson, he said,. told
him; ;that he had great con-
fidence in J. Edgar Hoover,
then' Director of the F.B.L
“Wé{c};out Mr. Hoover, he 'said
he simply couldn’t run the for:
leign ‘policy of this country

of ‘his Presidency,” Mr. Nixon

supplied the names of the four -

by'the F.B.L; the second is the

were tapped by the FBL (.

said.

QMr. Nixon asserted that this
was the first indication he hac{
ever had that wiretapping b}ﬁ
the"F.B.I, had been undertaken
ingnational security cases.
| “gMr. Nixon charged that a
n%ws leak resulted in a pub-
lished report that the United
z’;?ées was secretly bombing

Shtinued an Page 35, Colunn 4]

Continued From Page 1, Col, 8 |believe the director also rec-

» o T ommen i rveil.
Cambodia, and that the repor () O?eg . physical surveil
was directly responsible for e = o
the deaths of thousands of t was my u_-nderstandmg,‘
Americans because it requried|Mr- K15§=1nger said, -“that Presi-
the discontinuance of a policy|dent Nixon directed the sur-

that saved American lives.”  |veillance of ‘the persons then
QThe former President said|suggested by Director Hoover.”
that as a result of the report—| Mr. Kissinger did not name

published by The New York|the others in the April 25, 1969,
Times on May 9, 1969 — he|list because of a legal agree-
stopped the bombing. However, ment in the case. They are re-
the Pentagon and the State De-|ported to be Helmut Sonnefeldt
partment acknowledged in 1973 |and Daniel Davison, at the time
that the bombing had actually |White House aide, Lieut. Gen.
continued until May 1970. Robert Pursley, on detached
QHe said that news leaks|duty from the Pentagon, and
could have destroyed his secret | Henry Brandon, the Washing-
efforts to reopen United States|ton correspondent of The Sun-
‘|relations with China and dis-|day Times of London,

{closed that he discussed this| Mr. Nixon testified: “I have
’plan in 1967 with President|no recollection of Morton Hel-
i|Charles de Gaulle of France, |perin’s name coming up. I do
and early in his Administration not want to sound as I am
with Ayub Khan of Pakistan; | being derogatory of Dr. Hal-
|Willy Brandt, then Chancellor |perin, who is very distinguished
of West Germany, and Nico}ae in his academic background.
Ceausescu, the  Rumanian|. .. I do not recall Dr. Kissinger
|leader. - . mentioning Mr. Haleprin, or Dr.
GHe said that he did not|Halperin being with him.”
destroy the White House tapes| Mr. Nixon said that he re-
of his Watergate conversations called the issue of the names
because they were evidence. “I Comi,n_g un in may, around the
felt evidence was evidence, and | time of the news leak of the
even though they had not been|hombing. and not in late April
‘Isubpoenaed, so be it,” he said. |4t a-White House meeting,

| They were not destroyed.| pe testified that he had a

x

;/ They could have been.” conversation with Mr. Kissinger
Decision Making on the leak issue at the time
The thrust of the 614 hours|Of the May 9 article in The

Times.
“I of course, did not select
thed names myself,” Mr. Nixon
in ordering an -|said, “because I did not know
gfgc glsli ;ﬁeoa,dirétag: d carry [them]. T told Dr. Kissinger that
Four days before the deposi-|he should inform Mr. Hoover of
tion session, Mr. Kissinger’s/any names that he. considered
answers to a series of “inter-|to be prime suspects. o
rogatories” in the same case| ‘“By ‘prime suspects,’ again if
were made public. He described |we may use the A.C.L.U. [Amer-
a meeting that he attended in|ican Civil Liberties Unon] term,
the Oval Office of the White|I did not say that i na condem-
House that he believed was|natory fashion, prime suspects
|held on April 25, 1969fand in-|or prime targets by reason of
ivolving President Nixon, John|the fact that they might have
N. Mitchell, then the Attorney|had access o reason of the fact
General, and Mr. Hoover. that they had previous records
“Director Hoover identified|about being loose in their talk.
four persons as security risks| “It was his [Mr. Kissinger’s]
and suggested that these four|responsibility not to control the
be put under surveillance in-|program, but solely to furnish
‘|itially. Three of these—Morton |the information to Mr. Hoover.”
Halperin, (A) and (B)—were in-| In another area of apparent
dividuals who had been previ-|conflict, Mr. Kissinger testified
ously identified as representing|before the Senate Foreign Re-
potential ‘security problems,”|lations Committee in July 1973
Mr. Kissinger’s sworn answers|that he “had no knowledge of
said. when an individual tap was
“The fourth was C, whom|terminated, and I was not in-
tHoover claimed had connec-|volved in terminationdecisions.”
tions with foreign intelligence|He said that at that time he had
services and had been tapped|received reports on only eight
in previous Administrations. Ilof the 17 individuals and had

0* questioning of Mr. Nixon for
the deposition on Jan. 15
concerned the decision-making

during the last difficult months -

no way to “make a judgment|the time, or from Mr. Hoover,” |morale at the White Housg: He
regarding termination.” he said. said that he never personally
Mr, Nixon, however, testi-| Mr. Nixon said that he pre-|read any of the wiretap: re-
fied that a tap would be ter-|sumed Mr. Hoover would have|ports, but he acknowled
minated when it was deemed |given ‘“great weight” to Mr. that he had told his coungel,
no lenger mece§sary. ‘“That|Kissinger's recommendation in|John W. Dean 3d, in a tape
could come either from a rec-|the matter. recorded conversation several
ommendation from me or Dr.| Mr. Nixon said that he or-|years later that the wireta
Kissinger, after consulting with|dered the tapping program to|program had produced ‘fcnzfp,"
me, that if we weren’t getting|be kept top secret in Govern-|and had not been valuable in
the information that was worthiment so as not to destroy thelstopping leaks. ~~‘jf )




f "Kissinger |has said| in testimony
... that he attended a session at the
White House with Hixon, Mitchell and
Hoover April 25, 1969, when Hoover
suggested the tap program be started
and specifically mentioned Halperin
a5 a subject for surveillance.

"There is no documentation of such
a meeting, although the Nixon white
House was noted for its detailed
record keeping."

WAP 19 Jan 76, Timothy S.
Robinson




