
U
.S

. A
ides D

ispu
te N

ixon
 on

 W
iretappin

g of B
ritish

 N
ew

sm
an

 
B

y JO
H

N
 M

. C
R

E
N

D
SO

N
 

S
p

e
cia

l to
 T

h
e

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk T

im
e

s 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, M

arch 10—
 

Jn
stice D

ep
artm

en
t an

d
 o

th
er 

know
ledgeable G

overnm
ent of-

ficials disputed today an asser-
tion by form

er P
resident R

ich-
ard

 M
. N

ix
o
n
 th

at th
e F

ed
eral 

B
u

reau
 o

f In
v

estig
atio

n
 h

ad
 

w
iretap

p
e an

 u
n
n
am

ed
 B

ritish
 

n
e
w

sp
a
p

e
rm

a
n

 fo
r se

v
e
ra

l 
y
ears b

efo
re M

r. N
ix

o
n
 to

o
k
 

office in January 1969. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 d

e
c
la

re
d
 in

 a
 

sw
o
rn

 d
ep

o
sitio

n
 m

ad
e p

u
b
lic 

to
d
ay

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 to
ld

, 
w

ith
in

 d
ay

s o
f tak

in
g

 o
ffice, 

th
at th

e F
.B

.I. h
ad

 su
b
jected

 
the correspondent to electronic 
su

rv
eillan

ce d
u

rin
g

 th
e A

d
m

i-
nistration of P

resident Johnson, 
and possibly before that. 

"I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
e
th

e
r it 

w
ent clear back to the K

ennedy 
A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 o

r th
e E

isen
-

h
o
w

er A
d
m

in
istratio

n
," M

r 
N

ix
o
n
 said

, b
u
t h

e recalled
 J. 

E
d

g
ar H

o
o

v
er:s assertio

n
 in

 a 
su

b
seq

u
en

t co
n
v
ersatio

n
 th

at 
the F

.B
.I. had been "surveilling 

h
im

 [th
e n

ew
sm

an
] fo

r y
ear 

because our inform
ation is that 

h
e is p

o
ssib

ly
 an

 in
tellig

en
ce 

agent for the B
ritish." 

In
 th

e d
ep

o
sitio

n
, tak

en
 last 

Ja
n

. is a
t M

r. N
ix

o
n

's S
a
n

 
C

Iem
ente, C

alif., residence and 
filed

 in
 F

ed
eral co

u
rt h

ere to
-

d
ay

, th
e fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t re-
c
a
lle

d
 th

a
t, d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 first 

w
eek

 o
f h

is first in
 th

e W
h

ite 
H

o
u

se h
e h

ad
 receiv

ed
 a m

e-
m

o
ran

d
u
m

 fro
m

 th
e F

.R
tarm

! 
D

irecto
r, rep

o
rtin

g
 th

e h
isto

ry
 

of the surveillance. 
T

h
at, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 said

, w
as 

the "first indication I had" that 
th

e w
iretap

p
in

g
 o

f rep
o
rters 

h
ad

 b
een

 u
n

d
ertak

en
 b

y
 th

e 
F

.B
.I. at th

e d
irectio

n
 o

f h
is 

p
re

d
e
c
e
sso

rs in
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse. 
T

l*
. fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t m
ad

e 

his rem
arks in connection w

ith 
h
is ex

p
lan

atio
n
 u

n
d
er o

ath
, 

c
a
lle

d
 fo

r b
y

 la
w

y
e
rs fo

r a
 

p
laitiff in

 a civ
il law

su
it, o

f 
h
is ap

p
ro

v
al o

f w
iretap

s o
n
 

the hom
e telephones of 13 offi-

cials of his A
dm

inistration and 
fo

u
r n

ew
sm

en
 b

etw
een

 1
9
6
9
 

and 1971. 
E

v
id

en
ce g

iv
en

 last y
ear b

y
 

th
e F

.B
,I. to

 th
e S

en
ate S

elect 
C

o
m

m
ittee ' o

n
 In

tellig
en

ce, 
h

o
w

ev
er, m

in
tio

n
ed

 n
o

 su
ch

 
w

iretaps instituted by the B
ure-

au during to the Johnson A
dm

i-
nistration. 

T
h

at ev
id

en
ce, m

ad
e p

u
b

lic 
by the com

m
ittee in D

ecem
ber, 

sh
o
w

ed
 th

at tw
o
 n

ew
sm

en
, 

b
th

 em
p
lo

y
ed

 b
y
 A

m
erican

 
new

s-gathering organizations, 
h
ad

 b
een

 w
iretap

p
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
b
u
reau

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e P
resid

en
cy

 
of John F

. K
ennedy. 

It also show
ed that the F

.B
.I. 

had given M
r. Johnson inform

a- 

tio
n

 fro
m

 its files o
n

 sev
en

 
rep

o
rters, b

u
t in

d
icated

 th
at 

n
o
n
e o

f th
at in

fo
rm

atio
n
 h

ad
 

b
een

 th
e p

ro
d

u
ct o

f telep
h

o
n

e 
w

iretap
s o

r o
th

er electro
n

ic 
su

rv
eillan

ce d
irected

 at th
e 

new
sm

en. 
Som

e P
uzzled by C

om
m

ent 
Justice D

epartm
ent and C

on-
g
ressio

n
al aid

es w
ere p

u
zzled

 
today by M

r. N
ixon's assertion, 

fo
r w

h
ich

 th
ey

 said
 th

ey
 w

ere 
u
n
a
b
le

 to
 fin

d
 a

n
y
 b

a
sis in

 
fact. 

O
ne Justice official said that 

th
e
 F

.B
.I. h

a
d
 ig

v
e
n
 to

 th
e
 

S
en

ate co
m

m
ittee all o

f its 
records relating to its investiga-
tio

n
 o

f n
e
w

sm
e
n

 o
v

e
r th

e
 

y
ears, an

d
 th

at n
o
n
e o

f th
at 

m
aterial had involved the w

ire-
tapping of any reporters, A

m
er-

ican or foreign, during the A
d-

m
inistration of M

r. Johnson. 
A

sk
ed

 w
h
eth

er th
e S

en
ate 

com
m

ittee m
ight have received 

such inform
ation and then not 

m
ad

e it p
u

b
lic in

 D
ecem

b
er 

w
ith

 th
e o

th
er d

isclo
su

res, a 
sp

o
k

esm
an

 th
ere rep

lied
 th

at 
the panel and "not investigated 
th

e w
iretap

p
in

g
 o

f fo
reig

n
ers 

in connection w
ith foreign in-

tellig
en

ce p
u
rp

o
ses" b

y
 th

e 
F.B

.I. 
T

here w
ere som

e published 
rep

o
rts to

d
ay

 th
at th

e B
ritish

 
n

ew
sm

en
 referred

 to
 b

y
 M

r. 
N

ixon m
ight have been H

enry 
B

randon, the W
ashington-based 

co
rresp

o
n
d
en

t o
f T

h
e S

u
n
d
ay

 
T

im
es o

f L
o
n
d
o
n
, w

h
o
 w

as 
am

ong the four new
sm

en w
ire-

tapped by the F
.B

.I. during the 
N

ixon A
dm

inistration's efforts 
to find and halt leaks of sensi-
tiv

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e p

ress. 
B

randon D
enies A

gentty 
B

u
t M

r. B
ran

d
o

n
 d

en
ied

 in
 

a telep
h
o
n
e in

terv
iew

 th
at h

e 
h

a
d

 e
v

e
r a

c
te

d
 a

s a
n

 a
g

e
n

t 
of the B

ritish intelligence ser- 
• v

ic
e
 o

r a
n

y
 o

th
e
r, a

n
d

 sa
id

 
h
e h

ad
 n

ev
er h

ad
 an

y
 in

d
ica-

tio
n
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 u

n
d
er 

su
rv

eillan
ce b

y
 th

e F
.B

.I. o
r 

an
y
o
n
e else u

n
til h

e learn
ed

 
o
f th

e w
iretap

 o
rd

ered
 p

laced
 

on him
 by M

r. N
ixon in 1969. 

O
ne reliable Justice D

epart-
m

en
t o

fficial su
p
p
o
rted

 M
r. 

B
randons' recollection, saying 

that no record of any electronic 
surveillance of the C

zech-born 
rep

o
rter h

ad
 b

een
 sen

t to
 th

e 
S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee alo
n
g
 w

ith
 

sim
ilar m

aterials relatin
g
 to

 
other new

sm
en. 

O
ne official speculated today 

th
at M

r. H
o
o
v
er's rep

o
rt to

 
M

r. N
ixon, if such a docum

ent 
h
ad

 ex
isted

, m
ig

h
t h

av
e co

n
-

cern
ed

 th
e o

v
erh

earin
g

 o
f M

r. 
B

ran
d

o
n

 o
r so

m
eo

n
e else b

y
 

th
e F

.B
.I. o

n
 an

 ex
istin

g
 w

ire-
tap the bureau had installedon 
a fo

reig
n
 em

p
b
b
assy

 h
ere, o

r 
on som

e other target. 
B

u
t th

e o
fficial p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t that large num

bers of innocent 
in

d
iv

id
u

als are o
v

erh
eard

- o
n

 
su

ch
 w

iretap
s each

 y
ear, ,an

d
 

noted that such an occurrence 
w

ould not fit M
r. N

ixon's asser-
tion in the deposition that M

r. 
H

o
o

v
er h

ad
 "in

d
icated

 th
ey

 
used electronic surveillance" to 
m

onitor the new
sm

an's activi-
ties. 

T
he N

ixon depositon, taken 
by law

yers for M
orton H

. H
al-

perin, a form
er N

ational S
ecuri-

ty
 C

o
u

n
cil aid

e w
h

o
 w

as o
n

e 
of the 13 N

ixon A
dm

inistrative 
aides subjected to the w

iretap-
p
in

g
, co

n
tain

ed
 a n

u
m

b
er o

f 
sim

ilar an
o
m

alies an
d
 ev

en
 a 

few
 assertio

n
s b

y
 th

e fo
rm

er 
P

resid
en

t th
at d

iv
er9

ed
 fro

m
 

previously established facts. 
A

t o
n
e p

o
in

t, fo
r ex

am
p
le, 

M
r. N

ixon declared that under 
h
is A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 th

e F
.B

.I. 
h
ad

 n
ev

er b
een

 u
sed

 to
 co

n
-

duct political investigations. H
e 

did not m
ention, how

ever, the 
directive from

 the N
ixon W

hite 
H

ouse to the F
.B

.I. in 1971 to 
in

v
estig

ate D
an

iel S
ch

o
rr, a 

correspondent for C
B

S
 N

ew
s 

w
hose reporting had been criti-

cal o
f so

m
e o

f M
r. N

ix
o

n
's 

policies. 
R

efers to Johnson A
ctivities 

W
hen the S

chorr investiga-
tio

n
 su

b
se

q
u

e
n

tly
 c

a
m

e
 to

 
light, the N

ixon A
dm

inistration 
responded that it had been or- 
d

ered
 b

ecau
se th

e n
ew

sm
an

 
h

ad
 b

een
 u

n
d

er co
n

sid
eratio

n
 

fo
r an

 im
p

o
rtan

t G
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
post. 

M
r. N

ixon also m
ade refer-

en
ce to

 "P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
's 

surveillance and possibly w
ire-

tapping of candidates for R
re-

ident or V
ice P

resident during 
the 1968 P

residential election, 
and he asked his interrogators 
w

hether they considered such 
an action to have been illegal. 

D
ouglas G

lass 

H
enry B

randon in a photo m
ade in 1961 
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