\

_WiPost  MAR 3 1976 MAR 3 1976
Nixon to Give State

qﬁ. LY

Written Report on China Trip

By Edward Walsh
Washinzton Post Staff Writer
Former
~iil provide a written report
to the State Department on
his recent trip to Ching,
White House press secretary

Ron Nessen said yesterday.
Nessen made the an-
nouncement in answer to a

‘question and then spent

most of the rest of his news
briefing dodging other ques-
tions about the Nixon re-
port. :

He said the White House
was informed of Nixon’s in-
tentions by a telephone call
from San Clemente, Calif.,
where Nixon lives. But Nes-
sen said he did not know
whether the former Presi-
dent placed the call and he
would not say who accepted
the call at the White House,
except to describe the per-
son as ‘“a functionary.”

One White House source
may have been Bill Gulley,
a retired Air Force master
sergeant who works in the
White House military aide’s

‘office. Early in the Ford ad-

ministration, according to
another source, Gulley was
named the White House liai-

President Nixon'

son for former presidents

and their families.

Nixon spent more than a

week in China, returning at
the end of February, and
had several lengthy meet-
ings with Hua Kuo-feng,
China’s new acting premier.
Despite that unique oppor-
tunity for an American, Nes-
sen has said the administra-
tion would leave it up to
Nixon to decide whether he
had anything “significant”
to report.

Nessen’s refusal to discuss
any details of the call from
San Clemente—a position
decided on by President

- Ford’s senior advisers at a

meeting yesterday morning
-—was typical of the manner
in which the White House
has handled questions about
Nixon’s trip which has been
a political embrassassment
to the President.

" Mr. Ford and his aides
have said repeatedly that
Nixon was “a private citi-
zen” on a private journey,
that the administration
nlayed no part in arranging
the trip and that there were
no plans for' the President,
Secretary of Stte Henry A.
Kissinger or other top ad-

ministration officials to dis-
cuss it with Nixon.

In short, Mr. Ford and his
advisers have attempted to

put as much distance as pos-
sible between htemselves
and the former President.

Nixon’s trip to China coin-

" cided with the Feb. 24 New

Hampshire presidential pri-
mary and there was fear
among Ford campaign strat-
egists that it would remind
voters of Mr. Ford’s 1974
pardon of Nixon, damaging
the President in the elec-
tion. )

The night of the New
Hampshire primary, when
the early returns showed
Mr. Ford trailing Ronald
Reagan, seveal Ford cam-
paign aides and White
House officials said that if
Reagan won, Nixon would
be to blame. When' the final
results showed a narrow vie-
tory for Mr. Ford, presiden-
tial aides quickly began to
downplay any impact the
Nixon trip had on the eec-
tion.

The President himself, af-
ter some indecision, seems
to have decided that the trip
hurt him in New Hampshire,




