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PORTSMOUTH, N.H., Feb. 20 
—Former President Richard M. 
Nixon's departure on a visit to 
China today has forced to the 
surface an awkward issue that 
President Ford had been hoping 
to avoid in his close and pos-
sibly crucial contest with 
Ronald Reagan in the New 
Hampshire Republican primary. 

Mr. Ford 'boarded his Air 
Force jet this afternoon to re-
turn to Washington after his 
final campaign trip to New 
Hampshire. 

And about three hours earlier, 
Mr. Nixon had boarded a Chi-
nese plane in Los Angeles on 
a visit that, as White >House 
and Ford campaign aides had 
feared, has revived lingering 
questions, and xesentments 
about Mr. Faid'S pardOn.0 its 
predecessor 18 months ago. 

But the more likely expecta-
tion, widely shared and gen-
erally resented among 
Ford's •campaign workers, was  
that Mr. Nixon's new visit to 
Peking would do more ha 
than good 'to the Ford can 
dacy at a time when it co 
ill afford a ,setback. They' 
served that the inclusion i 
former President's party o 
journalists all abut guarante 
that the Peking visit would, 
beamed back to New H 
shire televisient viewers in 
three days before the prima 
vote. 

The re-emergence of t 
"Nixon connection" was illu 
trated. 	wlien Mr. F 

swep 	'cps ' 
in thelKee 

cps 

If so, the young man asked, 
;),ihy was it that 18 months 
tearlier Mr. Ford had not treated 
!Mr. Nixon "as any other Amer-
ican and have him face crim-
inal charges in the same way 
as any other American would, 

; instead of pardoning him?" 
In the hush that followed the 

question, Mr. Ford repeated his 
contention that the only way 

t to erase the Watergate "prob-
lem" from the nation's focus 
and concentrate on economic 
and diplomatic issues was to 
grant the pardon. 

And, with a trace of asperity, 
Mr. Ford said: 

As far as penalty is con-
cerned, the former President 
obviously resigned in disgrace. 
That is a pretty severe penalty. 
One out of 37 Presidents had 
that happen to him." 

If the remark was meant 
to indicate both his irritation 
over the China trip and a desire 
to dissociate himself from his 
predecessor, it was far from 
clear that Mr. Ford had suc-
ceeded. 

Three subsequent questioners 
among the 19 in the high:school 
gym asked Mr. Ford if the 
visit did not portend a "deteri-

'Oration" of relations between 
4ashington and Peking? 
.171w are going, to continue 
te' be good," he replied); what 
happened to our friends in Tai-
wan? ("We are going to stick 
by them"); and why Mr. Ford 
had pardoned Mr. Nixon after 
suggesting to Congress he 
would not ("I thought it was 
right at the time and for good 
reasons—period.") 

Mr. Nixon's journey posed 
foreign ploicy implications, not 
least among them the fact that, 
at a time when Mr. Ford is de- 
fending his policy of detente 
against Mr. Reagan's criticism, 
he is taking an arm's-length 
attitude toward Mr. Nixon, who 
may return from China with the 
most authoritative reading of 
the leadership struggle there. 

Western foreign policy spe-
cialists have concluded that the 
Chinese wanted to use the 
fourth anniversary of Mr. Nix-
on's first visit to China in 1972 
to emphasize Peking's desire to 
prod Washington to move 
ahead with normalization of re-
lations and to ease its ties 

- with Taiwan. 
The timing of the Chinese in-

vitation—and Mr. Nixon's will-
ingness to give the visit full 
press publicity—is presumed an 
embarrassment not only to 
President Ford but also to the 
Soviet leadership as it moves 

„into the 25th Communist Party 
Congress on Tuesday. 

Moscow has been coreful to  

by American private citizens. 

give no public hint that the 
Soviet Party leader, Leonid I. 
Brezhnev, may find it awkward 
to have Mr. Nixon, his former 
partner in détente, visiting the 
Soviet arch-rivals in China at 
the very time that Mr. Brezh-
nev is receiving renewed en-
dorsement of Soviet détente 
policy from the assembled hier-
archy of Soviet communism. 

Privately, American diplo-
mats in Moscow have reported, 
the Russians seem more 
puzzled than disturbed by the 
Nixon 'visit because they reason 
that Mr. Nixon is not em-
powered to handle any negotia-
tions. American press criticism 
of the trip, these diplomats 
said, has struck some sophisti-
cated Russians as an unex-
pected bonus because they 
hope it may cause Americans 
to question Chinese motives. 

Political Fallout 
Of more immediate concern 

to Mr. Ford and his aides, 
however, was the domestic po-
litical fallout of the Nixon trip., 

The ultimate irony, suggested 
one member of Mr. Ford's party 
here, would be if Mr. Nixon, 
having been the one to make 
Mr. Ford the President, proved 
in the New Hampshire voting 
to be the one who unmade 
Mr. Ford's candidacy for a full 
term. 

Although no one here de-
scribed the Nixon journey as 

major campaign element, 
several:;  Ford associates said 
that it was a nettlesome 
enough issue that, given the 
forecasts of a close contest, 
would contribute to tipping the 
balance to Mr. Reagan in New 
Hampshire. 

Various newspapers in the 
state have reproduced editorial 
cartoons that drew attention 
to the trip and to its possible 
effect on Mr. Ford in one car-
toon, a caricature of Mr. Nixon 
stepped on Mr. Ford's toe while 
carrying a suitcase bearing the 
words, "To China." 

The Manchester Union leader, 
the state's largest daily news-
paper and a staunch supporter 
of Mr. Reagan, has carried 
three editorials on the Nixon 
trip since it was announced 
by Peking two weeks ago. One 
editorial described it as a 
"miserable way" for Mr. Nixon 
to repay Mr. Ford for the 
pardon. 

One Ford operative here con-
ceded today that it was dif-1 
ficult to ignore the fact that 
"Nixon's trip revives memories 
of the pardon, and that's a 
problem."  

The aide said it was a no-
win issue because, while some 
voters might resent the pardon, 
others, viewed as conservatives, 
still seemed to believe Mr. 
Nixon "got a raw deal" from 
Watergate. 

nazi= ,frorn residents  "Maybe," said one Ford as-
sociate wistfully, "New Hemp- – A young man rose to in re' shire Republicans will sympa- Mr. Ford that he had charac thize with the President be- 
cause Nixon jobbed him.' 	Continued on Page 11, Column 


