Ttip, Initiated byPekit,
Set for Feb. 21 and’

Termed ‘Private’ g

NYT"E?’SW Associated Pres? 5 E

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif., Feb.
6—Former Pr951dent Rlchard
M. Nixon will visit China with
his wife, Pat, beginning Feb. 21.
A gpokesman said that the: wvisit
had' been initiated by the Ghi-
nese Government and Woula be!

“strictly private.”

The former President will pay
for. any costs and China is ex-
pected to send a plane for the
Nixons, the spokesman said.’

Mr. Nixon, once known as a
strong anti- Co:mmumst has been
well regarded by the Chinese
since his visit to Peking four
years ago, which represented
a breakthrough in relations bé-
tween the United States and
Chlpa Relations had been al-
most nonexistent since the
Cqmmumst regime took full
control over the mainlandgin
1949. 24

“Daughter Visited Peking "

-

The Chinese invitation came||%
a month after Julie and David|
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LTwo stories;

"White House 131 scounts Visit,
te Time," by

Will Be at a Del 1(,‘
Philip Shabecoff. ]

was ag&éd upon by-Chinese ef-
ficials, the spokesman said; in-

Brennan, a retired marine- who’ cluding assurance that a medi-

and Carl Howell, an

The announcement of the tnp

was made first by the official |
Chinese agency, Hsinhua. (It
was confirmed by a spokesman
here after Mr. Nixon had spo-

ken by ‘telephone with Pres-
ident Ford and Secretary sof

State Henry A. Kissinger.

on’a and Mr. Ford had spoken

about the China trip for 16 mi-
nutes. Mr. Nessen said the Pres-
ident had asked Mr; Nixon “to
convey his best wishes to the
Chinese leaders.”. He said Mr.

or

Nixon would have no official
diplomatic role on the trip,
and was travehng strictly “aS*
a private citizen.”

The spokesman for Mr. Nxxom

said that Chinese had invited
the ‘former President in the
fall ‘Of 1974 and had repeated|
the ‘invitation since then, but

that Mr. Nixon had declined be-
cause of his health. Mr. Nixon
was hospitalized after leaving

|the White House in August
{1974 with what was described
- hoped 8

Eisenhower, the Nixons’ daugh-|

is his chief of staff in San Cle- - ‘cal team would be with Mr.
_ | mente,
0y aide. .

Nixon at all times and that a
pply of blood of his type
Would be available.

"Hsinhua said that the Chmese
authormes and Mr. Nigon
“both comsider a revisit to Chi-
na” at this time “appropnai’fe‘ At

The brief Chinese annourice-
ment did not say how long . ‘the
Nixons would be in China  Rut
it . seemed likely that ey
wgmld have a meeting with -
Mag . and Chiang Ching, Mr.
Mao’s wife, among others.

Mr. Nixon's seven-day visit
in February 1972 was followed
by a Chinese-United States
communiqué, signed by Mr.
Nixon and the late Premler
Chou En-lai and issued in
Shanghai, which spelled out
terms under which the two
countries would seek to broad-:
en,cultural, trade andd dlplo-
matic relations.

No communiqué was hssu,ed

lafter President Ford’s wvisit to

China last December, and this
was viewed in some quarters
as' an indication that relations

terﬁand son-m-la.w, made a 12-
day“visit to China where they

were warmly welcomed by the| -

Communist Party Chairman,
Mw Tse-tung. The 82-year-old
Mr 'Mao told Mrs. Eisenhower

tha“t he would welcome another

vxsmt by her father.

The statement from Mr. Nix-|
ondsi:home here said that the|

foi*h‘ier President expected to
take his normal Secret Servicel

detail, as well as Col. John B ‘
1 Continued on Page 7, Coluniﬁs '

between the two countries ‘were |
not as warm as the Chmese! »had
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