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Kissinger Says He Had Secretaries Secretly Listen 
to Phone Calls and Make Summaries 

'3' t 
Kissinger' 	 y 	SitiOn said. "While hisi  au-, 
1969 until September 1970. The thorization was general in terms 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and not limited to specific in-1  
placed a wiretap on his home dividuals, my understanding 
telephone on the orders of the was that he then directed SLIT-I 
White House on May 9, 1969, veillance of Morton Halperin 

and certain others." 
Present at Meeting " 

The meeting, testimony, bias 
brought out, took olace itit.the 
Oval Office on April 25,1969a It 
was attended by Mr. Kissinger, 
the President, J. Edgar Hoqv 
then director of the F.B.I. an. 
John N. Mitchell, the Attorney 
General. 

Mr. Mitchell has given a 
deposition in the same case in 
which he said he could not 

in April`' 1969, President Nixon'recall that Mr. Nixon 
authorized an electronic sur- dered specific wiretaps 
veillance to be conducted," the individuals. He said tha 

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK 
Special toYhe New York Mei 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12—
Henry A. KisSinger assigned his 
secretaries to listen surrepti-
tiously to telephone calls to 
and from his White House of-
fice and make summaries of the 
conversations when he was 
President Nixon's adviser for 
national security affairs, ac-
cording to a deposition filed 
today in Federal court here. 

A 46-page deposition filed by 
Mr. Kissinger, who is now Sec-
retary of State, in answer to 
questions, from Morton H. Hal-
perin, listed 11 conversations, 
including direct quotes, that 
Mr. Kissinger had found i his 
files :bawd Qn, sunirnariestpre-
pared by, his. Secretaries. 

Forrner White HouSe officialS  

I nd nd aides cortfiried it Mr. 
1 Kissinger did not warn callers 
that a secretary was on the 

.telephone line. One former mem-
ber of the National Security 
Council staff said that Mr. Kis-
singer had also had his secre-
tary eavesdrop on and record 
his conversations with President 
!Nixon.. He said that he did not 
believe Mr. Nixon had been told 
that a secretary was listening in. 

Suit on •Wiretaps 
The disclosure came among 

a series of answers to ques-
tions posed in ,a:  lawsuit by Mr. 
Halperin involving 17 electronic 
wiretaps placed on White House 
aides, Government employees 
end newsmeni betww 14)(19 and 

ev f. 
14 .itialperiri -served on Mr.  

s staff from earl 

and continued the tap until Feb-
ruary. 1971, more than five 
months after Mr. Halperin had 
left the Government. 

In this latest deposition, filed 
in United States District Court 
here, Mr. Kissinger said for the 
first time that he believed -Mr. 
Nixon had directed that elec-
tronic surveillanace be placed 
on Mr. Halperin specifically as 
well as authorizing a general 
program. 

"At the Oval Office meeting 

believed that Mr. Kissinger had 
been responsible for preparing 
a list of names of persons tc 
be tapped. 

This crucial point, whether 

/was
fact the wiretap program 

/ was pressed by Mr. Kissinger 
orb Mr. Nixon and the Fi1., 
m 	e settled later this week. 
Mr. alperin and his lawyers 
are scheduled to take a deposi-
,tion from President Nixon at 
San Clemente, Calif., on Thurs-
day. 

It wiat in trying to recon-
struct' As discussions of leaks 
of information that Mr. Kis-
singer disclosed his practice of 
having secretaries eavesdrop on 
certain of his conversatioAsi„,„ 

"Business telephone chTft 
from my White House office 
were usually monitored by my 

uersotokagretaries, who:  AN) 
prepared brief summaries of 
those conversations," his state-
ment said. "The summaries are 
not complete, and may not, in 
some cases, accurately reflect 
the substance of the conversa-
tions covered." 

The quotes conversations from 
Feb. 3, 1969, to May 7, 1969, 
in which he and unnamed 
parties (the names were with-
held since the talks were used 
as examples) discussed leaks. 

The 11 conversations he 
mentioned are presumably only 
a small part of the summaries 
of conversations in his files. 
Several sources said that Mr. 
Kissinger had continued this 
practice throughout his White 
House service and that there  

hundreds" of 
summaries. 	7 

Having secretaries eavesdrop 
on telephone calls is not un-
heard of in Washington. Testi- 
mony before the Senate Water-
gate Committee, for instance, 
disclosed that in addition to )14 
President Nixon's taping sys-'.?,,1 
tem, two former Presidential "% 
aides, H. R. Hoideman and John. 4'4 
W. Dean 3d, surreptitious1, 
tape-recorded calls over their- • 
office telephones. 	 .3  

The assigning of an assisf-"A 
ant to listen and draw up a ra  
summary is regarded by most 
experts on privacy as the same 
as recording the call. In some Y.PA, 
tebes, but not Washington 

aC., the law requires the pe 
.o.n recording the call to wa 

the other party. 


