Rep. Hays, Formerly Chief Foe,
Backs Federal Election Ageh?
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WASHINGTON; Fzb., 18 —
The leading Congressicnal critic
of the Federa] Election Com-
mission reversed ‘himself today
and proposed legislation to
continue the agency-in opera-
tion. oy

" The announcement by Repre-
sentative Wayne L. Hays, an
Ohio Democrat, the' chairman
of: the House Administration
Committee, appeared to im-
prove greatly.the. chances that
Congress would act -relatively
quickly: to reconstitute the
commission -afterlast month’s
Supreme’ Court ruling that de-
prived it of its authority.

Mr. Hays, who previously ad-
vocated abolishing the commis-
sion, told a. news conference
that President Ford had indi-
cated support: by ‘telephene to
jan joutline of Mr.. Hays’s pro-
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guage,” said a spokes a ‘
Common Cause, the self-styled|
&) citizens lobby that has; been|

. . ‘ . 2 /campaigning to preserve the
pos‘egl }egxslatxon except for one * lcommission.
provision.

gy S .| In its ruling Jan. 30jdthe
1 shik 1’1}]15 Is a packq g Supreme Court gave Congress
that will fly,” Mr. Hays said. ‘4 until March 1 to restructure
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Supporters of continuing th% the commission to make its six|

commission expressed surpri's‘e";“ members appointed by tHePres-
and plesure at Mr. Hays's pnerflie s “at present a majority of
Founesmient. “Ip's & \most stubg the commission is appointed by
fymg, St.zld Oln; ke}qu Ccllon%teS” |Congress, and because of this
Slonli.l Bk d wfto‘ .? ] ||the court said the agency
g;z nmg b0 Graié similenTe lacked the constitutional , au-|

“We are very pleased to

jto enforce the Federal elddtion,
{laws. A
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News Summary and Index, Page 38 40¢ |had found that “it is a better
" Isolution to retain the Federal
,|Election Commission with more
stringent guidelinés as to:its
business conduct.” ;
Other congressional souttes
said that momentum appeared

to be gaining within the House ||

to continue the commission.and
that Mr. Hays might ha\i%ﬂost
a fight on the House floog, to
abolish the agency. | agen

Mr. Hays said his staff was
still drafting the languages of
the bill, but he said its maio
provisions would include
following: j

The President would b AU~
thorized to appoint all six mem
bers of the commission, subject
to confirmation by the Senate,
and the agency would have pri-
mary jurisdiction over the reg-
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thority to exercise its powers|:

| it.

|and such funds would be limit- |

|Brademas of Indiana and Frank

'groups.

ulation of political campaigns.
Ylhe agency would be re-
quired to correct violations by

‘1@ process of conciliation; no

tivil ,or criminal proceeding

candidate if a concilitation

agreement had been reached.
QThe commission would be

'| prohibited from starting inves-

tigations based on anonymous:
complaints, and at least four
of the six commissioner would
have to authorize an investiga-,
tion or any legal action. ‘

QThe agency would be re-
quired to promulgate regula-
tions from its advisory opinions
within 30 days, and Congress
could continue to veto these
regulations.

9A political advertisment
would be required to state whe- |
ther it was authorized by a
candidate or to bear the name
of the person who financed

GCorporate political action
committees would be limited
to soliciti funds from manage-
ment employees or stockhol-

i

ders and not all employees,

ed to one committee for each|
corporation or subsidiary. :

Mr. Hays said the last provi-
sion, limiting corporate politi-
cal actio committees, was the!
one part of the legislation that
Mr. Ford disliked. Last Novem-
ber ‘the commission had author-
tized the Sun Oil Company to
icollect voluntary contribufions
ifrom its shareholders and em-
(ployees and to distribute the
!money among candidates as
it saw fit.

Congressional  sources said
/that Mr. Hays’s legislation en-
compassed almost all the provi-
,sions of a compromise bil] that
ihad been worked out in recent
tdays by Representative John

i Thompson Jr., of New Jersey,
both Democrats, and by repre-
sentatives of organized labor.
Labor lobbyists reportedly fa-
vored continuing the commis-
sion but were concerned about
the possible proliferation of
corporate political action




