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Senator Alan Cranston said yesterday he%ﬂl
propose leglslatlon to make sure no Presment can'ta

consulting with other national leaders.

e
" The one exception to that policy, Cranston said, i

would be to give the President power to act if the !
United States were being subjected to a nuclear attack
and an immediate response was necessary. }

Cranston said he had become deeply concerned
about the problem when' two congressmen told him
President Nixon had brought up the nuclear thr,eat
while he was attempting to persuade theny ! to
discontinue impeachment proceedings.

The.California Democrat quoted the two unnam’ed
congressmen as reporting Mr. Nixon had said, “At any
moment T could go into the next room, push a button
and ;%mutes later 60 million people would be dead.”

After that, Cranston said, he warned then-
Secretary of Defense James R. Schlesinger he was
concerned about “the need for keeping a berserk
President from plun;  us into a Hal v

“'i'he problem was'§

o

g

contmued when Schlesmger 1ssued an order f1ve da ”s

e

“Now is a good time to- come to grips with the
problem when the situation“is calm,” Cranston said.

" “T received a briefing from the Pentagon that
dssured me somewhat, but I am not convinced the
ontrols are foolproof.”

Cranston said he was especially concerned about
the dangers involved in any decision to use tactlcabe
nuclear weapons for “limited” warfare. -

T
hink once you start using tactlcal nuclear
pons the odds are very high that thero will be
iescalation into total nuclear war,” Cranston said.

The senator said he had not yet completed his
‘reséarch but expected to propose some decision-
maKing process “that would involve Congress w1thout

going into full-scale nuclear debate.”
Fbddos
%mﬂ “Obviously a full-scale debate by Congress aﬂﬁ“ﬁme

~.of crisis would not be possible,” Cranston said.

b e Mr. Nixon’s S The senator discussed his plan in an mterv1e'\'zv enaa?
0g that:no unusual m itary” command s brief visit to San Franeisco. : ‘
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