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Federal District Judge John 7. 
Firica, who gained nationa' r-- 
cognition for his dogged pursui‘ 
of the truth in Wlterrr-te, suf-
fered a massive heart attack 
today. His condition is critical. 

But hospital spokesmen who 
disclosed that diagnosis said 
that within a few hours Judge 
Sirica was awake and able to 
breathe unaided. 	' 

"All thing& considered, he is 
doing as well as one can hope 
for so soon after a ma&sive 
heart attack with cardiac ar-
rest," said Dr. Joel Gorfinkel, 
associate director of the George 
Washington University Hospi-
tal's coronary care unit. 

The judge, a month shy of 
his 72d birthday, pitched over 
a lectern while delivering a 
speech on lawyers' obligation 
to professional ethics. His au-
dience was 270 alumni of 
George Washington University 
Law School, including many 
fellow ,udges. 

A military doctor was sum-
moned from another part of the  

and he administered mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation. 

The hosoital said that an 
electrical shock was adminis-
tered to Judge Sirica while he 
was in the emergency room, 
and that "the shock caused his 
heart to resume effective pump-
ing action." 

A statement in early evening 
said that Judge Sirica "appears 
to have suffered no neurologil 
cal damage as far as his doctors 
can tell. His blood pressure is 
normal and does not require 
the support of medication. His 
condition remains critical." 

The first 24 to 48 hours after 
a heart attack are deemed the 
most crucial. 

Judge Bruce Mencher of the 
District of Columbia Superior 
Court, who was in the au-
dience, said: "His face was 
flushed and he just keeled (Afer 
straight into the rostrum." 


