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W
X

Post 

A
rm

a
n

d
 

h isses- C
ou

rt D
ate 

A
sso

cia
te

d
 P

re
ss 

M
illio

n
aire o

ilm
an

 A
rm

an
d
 

H
a
m

m
e
r y

e
s
te

rd
a
y
 w

a
s
 

re
p
o
rte

d
 h

o
sp

ita
liz

e
d
 w

ith
 

ch
est p

ain
s an

d
 failed

 to
 ap

-
p
e
a
r in

 c
o
u
rt to

 re
in

sta
te

 
g
u
ilty

 p
leas to

 fed
eral cam

-
paign law

 violations. 

U
.S. 

D
istrict C

o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e 

G
e
o
rg

e
 L

. H
a
rt J

r. im
-

m
e
d
ia

te
ly

 o
rd

e
re

d
 a

n
 in

- 
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t 	

m
e
d
ic

a
l 

ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f H
am

m
er b

y
 

tw
o
 h

eart sp
ecialists. 

A
tto

rn
ey

 L
o
u
is N

izer to
ld

 
H

a
rt th

a
t H

a
n
m

e
r, 7

7
, w

a
s 

h
o
sp

italized
 in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles 

T
u
e
s
d
a
y
 n

ig
h
t a

fte
r e

x
- 

• 
p
erien

ciag
 shortness cebreath 

and chest pains. 
T

h
e situ

atio
n
 tem

p
o
rarily

 
d
e
la

y
e
d
 a

 re
s
o
lu

tio
n
 o

f 
H

a
m

m
e
r's ta

n
g
le

d
 le

g
a
l 

difficulties. 
A

 second H
am

m
er attorney, 

A
rth

u
r G

ro
m

a
n
, sa

id
 th

e
 

in
d
u
stria

list's p
h
y
sic

ia
n
 

reported that H
am

m
er w

ould -
.. b

e h
o
sp

italized
 fo

r at least 
tw

o
 w

e
e
k
s. T

h
e
 p

h
y
sic

ia
n
 

could give no indication w
hen 

H
a
m

m
e
r m

ig
h
t b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 

trav
el to

 W
ashington to plead 

G
ropan added. 

tH
a
m

m
e
r's 

la
w

y
e
rs 

p
rev

io
u
sly

 h
av

e claim
ed

 th
at 

th
e 	

ex
ten

d
ed

 	
leg

al 
p
ro

ceed
in

g
s co

u
ld

 ag
g
rav

ate 
h
is h

eart co
n
d
itio

n
 an

d
 k

ill 

3
1
-lam

m
er, ch

ief ex
ecu

tiv
e 

o
fficer 

of 
th

e
 O

c
c
id

e
n
ta

l 
P

etroleum
_.C

o., pleaded guilty 
O

c
t. 1

, 
-1

9
7
5
; to

 th
re

e
 

m
is

d
e
m

e
a
n
o
r c

h
a
rg

e
s
 

4
 

stem
m

in
g
 fro

m
 	

illeg
al 

lleg
al 

$54,000 contribution to the 1972 
re

-e
le

c
tio

n
 c

a
m

p
a
ig

n
 o

f 
P

resident N
ixon. 

T
h
e p

lea w
as w

ith
d
raw

n
 b

y
 

U
.S

. D
istric

t C
o
u
rt C

h
ie

f 
Ju

d
g
e W

illiam
 B

. Jo
n
es after 

H
am

m
er w

ro
te a letter to

 a 
L

os A
ngeles probation officer. 

In
 th

e letter, H
am

m
er b

ack
ed

 
aw

ay from
 the guilty plea and 

b
la

m
e
d
 th

e
 ille

g
a
l c

o
n
-

trib
u
tio

n
 o

n
 fo

rm
er M

o
n
tan

a 
G

o
v
. T

im
 B

ab
co

ck
, a fo

rm
er 

ex
ecu

tiv
e v

ice p
resid

en
t in

 
O

c
c
id

e
n
ta

l's W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 

O
ffice. 
Jo

n
es 	

o
rd

ered
 	

th
e 

W
aterg

ate sp
ecial p

ro
secu

to
r 

to take H
am

m
er to trial. 

T
he. U

.S
. C

ourt of A
ppeals, 

how
ever, sent the case back to 

Jo
n
es, w

h
o
 rem

o
v
ed

 h
im

self 
and assigned it to H

art. 
H

art earlier h
ad

 sen
ten

ced
 

B
ab

ack
 to

 fo
u
r m

o
n
th

s im
-

prisonm
ent for essentially the  

s
a
m

e
 o

ffe
n
s
e
 to

 
w

hich 
H

am
m

er w
as sch

ed
u
led

 to
 

plead guilty. 
N

izer cited
 th

is to
d
ay

 in
 

req
u
estin

g
 	

th
at 	

H
art 

d
isq

u
alify

 h
im

self fro
m

 ac-
cep

tin
g
 a g

u
ilty

 p
lea o

r sen
-

ten
cin

g
 H

am
m

er. T
h
e at-

torney quoted H
art as saying 

th
a
t H

a
m

m
e
r w

a
s
 th

e
 

"m
a
ste

rm
in

d
" b

e
h
in

d
 th

e
 

illegal N
ixon contributions. 

H
art rejected

 th
e 'A

p
p
eal, 

say
in

g
, "M

r. N
izer, it is m

y
 

opinion that you are engaged 
in judge-shopping." 

N
izer also

 req
u
ested

 
th

at 
th

e case b
e tran

sferred
 to

 L
o
s 

A
n
g
eles, in

 p
art b

ecau
se o

f 

H
am

m
er's m

edical condition. 
H

art said he w
ould aw

ait the 
o
u
tco

m
e o

f th
e in

d
ep

en
d
en

t 
m

ed
ical ex

am
in

atio
n
 b

efo
re 

reaching any decision. 
H

am
m

er faces a m
axim

um
 

p
en

alty
 o

f th
ree y

ears' im
-

prisonm
ent and a $3,000 fine. 
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