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W
atergaters' P

lea on
 N

ixon
 A

P
 W

irep
h

o
to

 

W
ashington 

L
aw

yers for the four convict-
ed

 W
aterg

ate co
n
sp

irato
rs said

 
y
esterd

ay
 th

eir clien
ts sh

o
u
ld

 
have a new

 trial so that R
ichard 

N
ix

o
n
 —

 "th
e
 p

ro
d
u
c
e
r, th

e
 

d
irecto

r an
d
 th

e m
ain

 ch
aracter 

in this trial" —
 could testify. 

O
ne year and five days after 

the close associates of the form
er 

P
resident w

ere convicted of con-
spiracy, their law

yers argued for 
a n

ew
 trial in

 th
e U

.S
. C

o
u
rt o

f 
A

ppeals for the D
istrict of C

olum
-

bia. T
he decision on the plea for a 

n
ew

 trial w
as n

o
t ex

p
ected

 fo
r 

sev
eral m

o
n
th

s an
d
 th

e d
efen

se 
law

yers said if they failed at this 
lev

el, th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 ap
p
eal to

 th
e 

S
uprem

e C
ourt. 

Jo
h
n
 J. W

ilso
n
, law

y
er fo

r 
fo

rm
er N

ix
o
n
 aid

e H
.R

. H
ald

e-
m

an
, said

 th
e W

aterg
ate case 

becam
e a "crim

e of passion." H
e 

said "the A
m

erican people w
ere 

b
ro

u
g
h
t to

 a
 w

h
ite

 h
e
a
t" b

y
 

publicity surrounding the coverup 
investigation by the m

edia, C
on-

g
ress an

d
 th

e sp
ecial W

aterg
ate 

prosecutor's office. 
Jo

h
n
 D

, E
h
rlich

m
an

's atto
r-

n
ey

, W
illiam

 S
. F

rates, to
ld

 th
e 

six-judge appellate bench that M
r. 

N
ixon's testim

ony w
as indispensa-

ble to a fair trial. 
"H

ere is th
e p

ro
d
u
cer, th

e 
d
irecto

r an
d
 th

e m
ain

 ch
aracter 

o
f w

h
at th

is trial is all ab
o
u
t -

th
e P

resid
en

t," F
rates said

. H
e 

said M
r. N

ixon's testim
ony "w

as 
th

e h
eart o

f o
u
r case, an

d
 

to  

d
ep

riv
e Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 o
f h

is 
right to have N

ixon's testim
ony, I 

subm
it, is a gross violation of M

r. 
E

h
rlich

m
an

's 	
co

n
stitu

tio
n
al 

rights." 

E
hrlichm

an, H
aldem

an, for-
m

er A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral Jo
h
n
 N

. 
M

itch
ell an

d
 h

is fo
rm

er d
ep

u
ty

 
R

o
b
e
rt C

. M
a
rd

ia
n
 w

e
re

 a
ll 

co
n
v
icted

 o
f -co

n
sp

irin
g
 to

 o
b
-

stru
ct ju

stice in
 th

e W
aterg

ate 
co

v
er-u

p
. A

ll ex
cep

t M
ard

ian
 

w
ere also convicted of perjury. 

M
ardian w

as sentenced to 10 
m

onths to 3 years in prison. T
he 

others w
ere given 21/2 to 8 year 

term
s. N

one has served a day in 
prison. 

O
f th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts, o

n
ly

  

M
ardian w

as 
in

 c
o
u
rt fo

r th
e
 

appellate argum
ents. 

P
eter K

reindler, representing 
th

e sp
ecia

l p
ro

secu
to

r's 
office, 

said th
e ev

id
en

ce in
 12,450 pages 

o
f d

istrict co
u

rt tria
l 

transcript 
rev

ea
led

 "
a
 

m
assive conspiracy 

by the P
resident (N

ixon) and his 
close aides to obstruct justice . 
th

e p
roof of th

eir gu
ilt is over-

w
helm

ing." 
K

rien
d

ler said
 M

r. 
N

ixon's 
probable testim

ony w
as available 

from
 others, and the W

hite H
ouse 

tapes w
ere insurm

ountable proof 
of conspiracy. 

"M
r. N

ixon can't help them
," 

K
reindler said. 

"
Is h

e 
going to 

co
m

e in
to

 th
is co

u
rt an

d
 say

 'I 
deceived you, I lied to you'?" 

Ig
n

ite
d

 P
re

s
', 


