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WASHINGTON, Dec, 17—A
Federal judge today ordered
Armand Hammer, chairman of
the Occidenta]l Petroleum Cor-
poration, to submit to ques-
tioning by the Securities and
‘Exchange Commission concern-
ing possible payments by Oc-
cidental to foreign government
officials.
District” Court Judge John
H. Pratt issued the order de-
spite the assertion of Dr. Ham-
mer’s lawyer, Arthur Groman,
that the 77-year-old executive
suffered from a heart condition
that might make the question-
ing fatal. :

Judge Pratt asserted there
was “an inconsistency between
.|the diagnosis and the man’s
-lactual mode of living.™
i| “He can't be assick as the
doctors say he is and maintain
this schedule,” the Judge said.
.| “It’s just contrary to fact.”
At the same time, Judge
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Pratt ordered Occidental to de-

‘{ver 'to “the S'E.C. no later

han Dec. 31" documents the
agency has: subpoenaed. That
Yate was chosen because Mr.
Groman said the company was
particularly fearful of ‘““Jeaks”
of the materia] before a Vene:
zuelan commission investigta-
ing alleged bribs by Qccidental
‘0 Venezuelan officials finishes
ts work., -

According to papers filed by

documents called for by the
subpoena relate to information
which Hammer and Occidental

falsification of Occidental cor-
porate records and 'disburse-
ments of millions. of dollars
of Occidental funds to foreign
governmental officials in con-
nection with the acquisition
of foreign business.”

The papers contend that Dr.
Hammer’s testimony is necessa-
ry because ‘it is the - belief.
of the [S.E.C.}) slaff that Ham-
mer is the only person to have
knowledge - of  Occidental’s
operations.”

“Since he took part. in almost
all of .Occidental’s negotiations

may. have, regarding possible

the S.EC., ‘“the tes_timcmyIWith foreign governments,” the
_|sought from Hammer and the

1

papers continue, “he and he
alone has the firsthand knowl-

{edge of what if anything was

paid to governmental officials
te obtain business for Occiden-
tal.” . ’ '

~ Mr. Groman, of the Los An-
geles firm of Mitchell, Silber-
berg & Knupp, argued that de-
spite the fact that Dr. Hammer
visited the Soviet Union only
six -months ago- and that he
was still chief executive of Qc-
cidental, his health prevented
his interrogation by the S.E.C.

~ ‘A Sick, Old Man®

Mi‘. Groman described. Dr.
Hammer as “a sick, old man.”,
He said that the executive

“lives four blocks from the

office, goes in late, goes home | commission is entitled 't0'ta-k-e!
for lunch and ‘takes a nap”|Dr. Hammer's deposition.”
in the afternoon. | The judge pointed to the

The lawyer said that  the difference between the agen-|
Venezuelan investigating com-|Cy’s being able to question Dr.

mission had agreed to aclceptgi“zammer in_t%de‘rson' atr_'ld‘l}aviltlg'

3 e e -g:t0 pose written questions. “It’s
B ilfsalgnlfeesrtfogr‘tﬁéiﬁgs"fﬁgi;very difficult to frame ‘interro-
he could not- believe “the Se-'g%tg{{?sh tosaicdovs'lln‘hé?: a}";att‘zl"
curities.and Exchange COmmis"man 'foll?)w;u : uestions. " o
sion is less humane than the ™aRY P g :
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Venezuelan commission. \ being able to respond ‘to writ-
“We'll assume Dr. Hammeriion “questions, “Dr.. Hammer

standing by him with respect

to every word he writes.”

- With regard to the subpoe-
naed . documents, ‘Mr. Groman
said that the crucial censidera-
tion was ot having to  turn
them- over before Dec.- 31 be-
cause:of the Venezuelan inves-

tigation.

‘Thé lawyer said in an inter-
view later that the Venezuelans

Also, Judge Pratt noted, in'had undertaken' their investiga-
tion and- were “withholding $42
million of Occidental’s money”|to- The Times by a Government

appeared in The New York
Times. |
The article reported that the
|former general manager of Oc-
cidental’s Veenzuelan subsidi-
ary had charged in a suit that
Dr. Hammer caused the compa-|
ny to pay more than $3 million'
in bribes and campaign contrj-
butions to'Venezuelan- officials
and political candidates. - :
~'Mr. ‘Groman asserted‘-that]
the story -had been ‘leaked|
1
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has serious heart disease,” |yl have the advice of counsel
Judge Pratt said after hstenmg' : ;

‘because of a news article that investigator.” .

to. Mr. Gromian argue for aj

short while. “Like all of us, |
he is going to die some day. |
Every breath he takes is one '
breath less. It may happen

to him a little sooner. The



