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American corporations
vesterday were given new
guidelines on operating
voluntary political campaign

funds—a decision that is -

expected to spark a sharp
increase in legal polxtlcal
fund-raising by
businesses.

Until this. year, only a few
operated:

corporations
political funds similar to those

of organized labor. Because of '

recent amendments to federal
campaign laws, which
eliminated some uncertamty
ab()%}#g}e legality of such

fundgges the  number  of
registe g;l corporate political
fundsihg mcreabedsharph

Y est‘ rday s decision by the
\Federa .Election Commission
ina casg involving Sun 0il Co.
was being watched closely by
other (.Qmpames for gu1dance
on thegextent to which cor-
nds may be used in

may b&so cited.

The. Lommlssxon approved -

both the use of company
money 101‘ adm1m<trak1ve
cxpcnsgs of, fund - operations

solicit st d

pay eauct
planwunder which .u oCo

mnkgrs may desxgnateo‘
dona to specific can-7
didat ampalgn comw

mlttees

was 4- m avor of

w ith q&m

Txeman voting . against. The
maJorltv concluded

on what category of persons
could, be solicited for volun-

tary Lonlrlbutlons and found °

the deduction plan to be a_
pub{}f service” arrangement.
not Ow”

dozens ‘of other largdc

porations éye expected top ish. .|

forward wwith
operationsipr 0
strong legal cog E

Iarge:‘

ising process and §
;not employees; |

The. q;e onwboth pmposal&.

arris- and Robert O'"

that
Congresshad set nohmltatlon |

“behalf of any spemfm |
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millions of dollarsi
organized labor

avenue for donan ns is
. created at a time when big
i firms are under federal
I scrutiny for illegal donhtxons
m earlier years.

Sunoco  will maxntam
Sunpac funds .in separate
ccounts and no corporate
money may be used foractual
contributions.

Attomey General Ri i
g -/ Thornburgh, both of ocos

| ideas appear to repreSent an
* activity by which the cor-
/.poration ‘‘encourages its
i employew to participate in
| politics in general, including
} making personal con-
. _tributions...

.At the same time, he told the
commission, Sunoco must not
- suggest identities of can-
dldates for personal donations

n r»’apply pressure to induce
. participation in the program. 1
'ganized labor had op-
d the use of corporate
a1 oney to administer such
funds or to solicit money from
workers
;. The National Association of -
“Mgnufacturers has forecast a
‘‘quiet revolution” for .U.S.

gj olitics in the wake of the

ection commission degision.

" New amendments to’cam-
| ign laws, which took effect
last Jan. 1, give specific
pg;mlssxon to government
~contractors to set up such
. funds—a question that had
" caused many of these com-
pames to hold back from
settmg up otherwise lega]
. campaign funds.

As of yesterday, accordmg
to a U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce spokeswomar, more
i than 100 American banks,

nanmal institutions and °
10 _firms had

new funds
reglstered this year are those
of U.S. Steel Corp., Lockheed
Alrcraft Corp., Pan American

World. Alrways and the
A aconda Co. k)




