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N
o
v
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A
s %

c
a
rto

o
n
ist H

e
rb
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e
k
 h

a
s so

 
graph tally suggested, H

enry R
uth Jr., the 

last W
aterg

ate sp
eC

ial p
ro

secu
to

r, w
ill 

n
ev

er b
e co

n
fu

sed
 w

ith
 B

ab
e R

u
th

, th
e 

S
ultan of S

w
at, for the latter hit 60 hom

e 
runs in one season, w

hile his nam
esake hit 

none at all in a w
hole year at bat. 

E
q
u
ally

 d
isap

p
o
in

tin
g
 h

as b
een

 th
e 

indifferent reaction of officialdom
 to the 

anticlim
actic w

ind-up report of the special 
p
ro

secu
to

r, w
h
ich

 p
ro

v
id

es n
eith

er fo
r 

further action nor further enlightenm
ent. 

T
h

ere is n
o

t ev
en

 an
y

 reactio
n

 fro
m

 
A

ttiii•n
e
y
 G

e
n
e
ra

l E
d
w

a
rd

 L
e
v
i o

r 
m

eih
b

ers o
f th

e S
en

ate Ju
d

iciary
 C

o
m

-
m

ittee, despite all their earlier expressed 
concern over the danger of the W

atergate 
investigation petering out. 

W
hen L

evi w
as up for confirm

ation he 
told' the S

enate, "I think the problem
 that 

bothers m
e is that it m

ay very w
ell be that 

the S
pecial prosecutor m

ay at som
e point 

g
et rath

er tired
 o

f co
n
tin

u
in

g
 h

is en
-

deavors, and it is conceivable that som
e 

A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral m
ig

h
t feel it is v

ery
 

im
portant that he continue, or that he have 

a successor, even though he did not think 
so

." 
L

ev
i w

en
t o

n
 to

 say
 h

e h
ad

 "w
o
rried

 
ab

o
u
t" th

is. S
en

. P
h
ilip

 H
art (D

-M
ich

.) 
voiced his fear that the special prosecutor 
m

ight "w
alk out any tim

e he w
ants, an-

nouncing he , is finished." L
evi said, "I 

th
in

k
 it's v

ery
 im

p
o
rtan

t th
at h

e n
o
t d

o
 

that." S
en. H

art replied, "It is com
forting 

to know
 that you w

ill seek to persuade him
 

to keep going or then com
e to us and ask us 

for advice and counsel." 
L

evi apparently did neither: nor is there 
any evidence that H

art or other interested  

senators have asked the A
ttorney,  ,G

eneral 
for an explanation. L

evi m
erely nam

ed a 
m

inor Justice D
epartm

ent official to carry 
out the routine of closing up the special 
prosecutor's office. 

T
here is not room

 in a single colum
n to 

review
 all the loose ends left untied, but a 

look at the futile inquiry into the relations 
b

etw
een

 th
e N

ix
o

n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

 an
d

 
H

o
w

ard
 H

u
g
h
es is en

o
u
g
h
 to

 in
sp

ire 
w

onder about the efficacy of the special 
prosecutor's office dow

n the hom
e stretch. 

T
h
e
re

 sh
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

 c
o
m

-
prehensive report on the H

ughes case if for 
n

o
 o

th
er reaso

n
 th

an
 th

e b
illio

n
aire's 

questionable connections (prior to L
evi) 

w
ith the Justice D

epartm
ent (to w

hich the 
special prosecutor is attached), the C

IA
 

an
d
 o

th
er b

ran
ch

es o
f th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
w

hich have been notoriously involved w
ith 

H
ughes. 

T
h

e ' relatio
n

s b
etw

een
 th

is arro
g

an
t 

m
an

, w
h
o
 b

eliev
es m

o
n
ey

 w
ill, b

u
y
 

anything, and R
ichard N

ixon go back a 
long w

ay. In 1957, just after N
ixon w

as re-
elected V

ice P
resident, H

ughes m
ade a 

co
v
ert $

2
0
5
,0

0
0
 "lo

an
" to

 th
e V

ice 
P

resident's brother, .D
onald, to

-save his 
fa

il in
g
 C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 re
sta

u
ra

n
t. T

h
e
 

"collateral" w
as a $13,000 lot. 

In 1969 or 1970, tw
o m

anila envelopes 
containing $50,000 each in $100 bills w

ere 
delivered to N

ixon's crony, C
harles (B

ebe) 
R

ebozo, by a H
ugheS agent. T

he $100,000 in 
cash has been variously, described as a 
belated 1968 cam

paign. contribution, an 
a
d
v
a
n
c
e
 o

ffe
rin

g
 fo

r th
e
 1

9
7
0
  

co
n
g
ressio

n
al electio

n
 an

d
 as an

 ev
en

 
m

ore advance contribution tow
ard N

ixon's 
1972 run for re-election. 

A
ctu

ally
, it d

id
n

't g
o

 fo
r an

y
 o

f th
ese 

p
u
rp

o
ses. In

stead
, th

e cash
 en

d
ed

 u
p
, 

R
ebozo sw

ears, in his safety deposit box. 
L

ater, B
ebe returned $100,000 to a H

ughes 
atto

rn
ey

 in
 1

9
7

3
, b

u
t o

n
ly

 after fed
eral 

investigators discovered the transaction 
and began grilling R

ebozo about it. 
M

eanw
hile, back at the N

ixon ranch, the 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral, th

en
 Jo

h
n

 M
itch

ell, 
overruled his ow

n antitrust division and 
gave H

ughes carte blanche to buy up m
ore 

g
am

b
lin

g
 casin

o
s in

 L
as V

eg
as. N

ix
o
n
 

him
self approved, over strong opposition, 

H
ughes' acquisition of A

ir W
est. T

here is 
still the m

ysterious and extravagant C
IA

-
H

u
g
h
es co

llab
o
ratio

n
 o

n
 th

e G
lo

m
ar 

E
xplorer project, and then there is that $2  

billion in defense contracts that H
ughes 

enjoys. 
H

ughes is now
 under indictm

ent, and 
has been for a year, on stock m

anipulation 
c
h
a
rg

e
s. T

h
e
 Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t, 

, how
ever, has show

n no enthusiasm
 for 

prosecuting him
. T

he only reason it finally 
charged him

 w
as that a grand jury refused 

to indict three associates of H
ughes unless 

the evasive industrialist w
as included in 

the true bill. 
O

nly under this and other pressures did 
the Justice D

epartm
ent reverse itself and 

allow
 the jury to nam

e H
ughes, but m

any 
still doubt the billionaire-N

ixon supporter 
w

ill ever be brought to trial. A
s one federal 

judge has said, trying to apply the judicial 
process to H

ughes "is like tw
isting w

ith a 
ghost." 
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