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White House Denies Ford Lacked
tements on Nixon Pardon

CandorinSta

.

?\'ised of the “alarming” state
‘of Mr. Nixon’s health, was re-

: liably said to have persuaded
i, VASHINGTON, Dec. 18—The ! p.ocident Ford to grant an im-

iWhite House denied today aj| : .
‘published report that Pres‘iden:t*m?edlate paldon.'
‘ { _ The report said that a long-

;Ford had not acted in accor-| . ; :
;dance with his public state- time friend of Mr. Nixon had

/ments when he pardoned for- identified General Haig as the
imer President Richard M. Nix-,Pérson “primarily responsible”
fon, “The President has dealt fOr the surprise pardon, which
‘with candor and truthfulnessthe President announced on
lat all times on this matter.” Sept. 8, 1974, General Haig,

The White House statement, 3ccording to The Times ac-

By PHILIP SHABECOFF

Special to The New York Times

|
|

fmade by the deputy press sec- count, had warned Mr. Ford
iretary, William I  Greener,
jwas in response to questions
rabout an article in the Wash-
/ington Post today. The Post
isaid that the President had
!pardoned Mr. Nixon after lis-
jtening to pleas from former
‘Nixon aides, including Gen.
Alexander M. Haig Jr.

According to The Post, Ge-
neral Haig, then serving as
chief of staff for Mr. Ford,
as he had for President Nixon,
made ‘“‘urgent” requests to Mr.
Ford to pardon the former Pres-
ident.

The Post article, written by
Bob Woodward and Carl Bern-
stein, who bhroke many of the
major stories of the Watergate
scandal, went on to report that,
according to reliable sources,
President Ford assured General
Haig that Mr. Nixon would
he pardoned. :

This assurance was given,
according to The Post, on Aug.
28, 1974, 10 days before the
pardon was announced.

The New York Times, in a
dispatch filed on Sept. 16, 1974,
from San Clemente, Calif., Mr.
:Nixon's home, reported that

General Haig, having been ad-|

3|White House staff chief, Rich-
Stard B. Cheney, called General |

that unless a pardon were
quickly  forthcoming, there
might be what he called “a
possible personal and national
tragedy.”

The article published in the
Post today said that the infor-
mation obtained by the repor-
ters appeared to contradict tes-
timony by President Ford be-
fore a House Judiciary subcom-
mittee on Oct. 17, 1974. Mr.
Ford then said, “At no time
after I became President on
Aug. 9, 1974, was the subject
of a pardon for Richard M.
Nixon raised by the former
President or anyone represent-
ing him.” )

He also testified, “Nobody
made any recommendation to
me for the pardon of the former
President.”

Today, Mr. Greener said, “The
President stands on that testi-
mony, The President’s testimo-
ny remains valid, true and
truthful.”

Mr. Greener said he spoke

|North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
|zation forces in Brussels, today
ito ask him about The Post
article. General Haig reportedly
confirmed the President’s ac-
count.

The day after the article ap-
peared in The Times in 1974,
The Post carried an article say-
ing that The Times report was
“quickly and strongly denied”
by the White House. The Post
quoted General Haig as calling!
The Times article
untrue.”

More Allegations

The report by The Post today
gave essentially the same ac-
count of General Haig's role
as had the original report in
The Times. However, it con-
tained additional allegations
about former Nixon aides’ play-
ing a role in the pardon deci-
sion.

It said that Leonard Garment,
a former legal counsel to Pres-
ident Nixon, wrote an “impas-
sioned” three-page memoran-
dum on Aug. 28 urging a par-
don and implying that Mr. Nix-
on might take his life uniless
a pardon were forthcoming.

The Post also reported that
a former Nixon speech writer,
Raymond XK. Price Jr., had
drafted a pardon statement for
President Ford to read but that
the statement had not been
used.

Today, Mr. Greener said that
{Mr. Ford had discussed the
Iquestion of a pardon with his

|

“totally,

|

|

to the President about the ar-|own staff in preparation for his
ticle today and that Mr. Ford{news conference of Aug. 28,
said that The Post account was|1974, because the matter was
not tu true, that General Haigjlikely to be raised by reporters,
had not recommended a pardon| But Mr. Greener added,
and that he had not assured,“There was no impassioned
the general or any other for-meriplea by General Haig or any
Nixon aide that a pardon would|other member of the staff to
be granted. the President to pardon Presi-

Mr. Greener reported that the /dent Nixon.”

He also said that Mr. Ford
had never seen the memo pre-

‘IHaig, now commander of thel!pared by Mr. Garment.




