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The Watergate Speci
cution Force said in its
reportmiade public yesterda it
defore the country is faced wit
%ﬁdtgi’-"i‘ scandal like Waterg:
‘Congress should decide
incumbent president is vuln
to criminal indictment.

.“The worst time to amswer
such' questions' is when they
ise,” the report said. “Pg
best time is/the present while
Aiz;,emory of recent

“fres

the report said.. once it
became clear that former Presi-
dent Nixon took part’ in the .
Watergate coverup, one of the
toughest decisions faced by the *
prosecutor’s office was whether to
indict him along with his senior
aides. i
Former special prosecutor
Leon..Jaworski concluded in the
winter of 1974 ¢that a Nixon
indictment would be rejected by —
“the Suoreme Court, and would |
i prolong and interfere with the |

AP W

.
JCcver of thg 277-page repor
figure. . :

" “That’s” what «,J,&%‘ngybody is’

! House Judiciary Committee’s \Cfgﬁ:fgﬂ'about%ﬁ;ﬁ; e .;eécooﬁg
g.\‘ﬁqmlmpeggchment inquiry, the report think Tk gén‘t‘_.e‘ﬁldn; A NiYon,

! Sald. ;
Instead, the prosecutors.
their evidence to the comny
which later voted to recom
Mr. Nixon’s impeachment,
Watergate grand jury also na
Mr. Nixon as an unindicted:

conspirator.

Tucked between blue & .
board covers, the 277-page fi ey
report contained no surprises and’* - FromPage 1
few previously unknown  faets c count,  disc
about the scandals that led ito % eaalilyaggog:g” djsc
creation of the office 28 moriths =
- @go. Nor were there suggestions
for major. institutional reform¥™ ;¥
“T have tried to make it plain '
fi;'or ten months now that it would
net be an evidentiary repont;”
special prosecutor Henry Ruth
:fsg;d in an interview timed; to
‘oincide with the report’s release:
i Ruth, who resigns today to
hggd the Urban Institute,, - a
private- research organization,

is going to pop up again. Some-
how the record is going to
disappear. It's really up to people
to analyze the record that's
already there and make up their!
minds for themselves.”

.. The report,: a largely histori-
" Back Page Col. 1 ‘
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ned | |

: prosecu- -
tor, Archibald Cox, ordered his
staff to begin seriously consider-
_ing Mr. Nixon’s possible criminal
¢ involvement in Watergate.

After Cox was fired in the so- |

- called Saturday night massacre .;4
~on Oct. 20, 1973, Mr. Nixon turned |

over seven White House tapes, .
-one of which showed the Presi-
. dent agreed in March, 1973, that -

* the original Watergate defendants -

sald he thinks the demands for should receive huge money pay-
additionai evidence of wrongdoing ments. ‘
Stem. from fears that Mr. Nixon By January, 1974, Cox’s suc-

will re%merg‘ as a major public

cessoryiaw rsm"wrdered a study

of whether th
mitted

nstitution per-
“indictment - of an
incumbent president.

Some task force lawyers
believed that no one, including a
president, is above the law. Not to
indict Mr. Nixon “would be all the
more severe because - the Presi-
dent was the very man in whom
the Constitution reposes the final
obligation to ensure that the law
is obeyed and enforced <and
because his action e(z;pptearedl to

e been desi 0 place
g?r‘x;self and otllglle]r individuals

" beyond the reach of the law,” they
-argued, according to the report.

But Jaworski concluded that

| the House impeachment inquiry

should take precedence over any

1inal prosecution of Mr. Nixon
while he remained in the White
House. o -

After Mr. Nixon resigned,
Jaworski decided against includ-

wan

ve coverup
rial began' Oct.

have to wait
year to allow
pretrial public

After the Nixon pardon was
announced, Jaworski studied pos-
sible ‘Z?;']égal challenges to the
pardon, but concluded that Presi-
dent Ford had the authority to bar
prosecution of Mr. Nixo

crime committed wh the
White House. ;
Ruth, who was s “in as

special prosecutor on Oct. 2,
1974, is to be replaced by Charles
Ruff, a former Justice Depart-
. lawyer and law professor at
getown University. Ruff will
orn in tomorrow. '

- Ruff will handle the job part-
time. The handful of lawyers still
assigned to the special prosecu-
tor’s office are investigating three
or four illegal campaign contribu-
tions. They include allegations
that former New Hampshire Rep-
resentative Louis Wyman prom-
ised an ambassadorship in ex-
change for a cam aign contribu-
tion, and re

.appeals .~frdm
argued in the

‘There are :
various cases g
US."-Court o

appraiser: Ralph, G: Newman on

charges that he helped obtain an

illeggl“tax break for Mr. Nixon.

- Ruth had argued that. aH
aining work be handled by the

Department, but Attorney

Edward Levi insisted

General

convictions were not typigal of the
American judicial. :system.

that (a#sniall'special prosecutor’s .?W\.’r.«ﬁ,&; politieal, contributions . -

staff remain in being. : ‘ Tom k %n\air@;Hon irHnghes ' .

S through = Nixon’s:, rclose: friend,
‘Besides spelling out how Mr. Charles Rebozo. Ghaa

Nixon’s possible indictment was
handled, the report also detailed a
number of investigations which
turned up insufficient evidence for
grand jury indictments, including
8%-minute  gap

‘and

= Teportisaid:)
allegations about the delivery of :

A total of 123 persons were
questioned over 14 months. in the
Rebozo case and thousands  of

pages of documents sty

The report said Watergate

jied, the

noted that “the sections of federal
prisons in which convicted Water-
gate defendants served thejr -
terms all lacked the small,
inhuman spaces in which most
American criminals reside,
locked into their ‘idleness for 17
hours each day.”



