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T
he 

F
ed

eral liectio
n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

p
rep

ared
 to

d
ay

 to
 g

iv
e its ap

-
p
ro

v
al to

 th
e estab

lish
m

en
t o

f 
co

rp
o
rate p

o
litical actio

n
 co

m
-

m
itte

e
s th

a
t m

a
k
e
 c

o
n
trib

u
-

tio
n
's to

 can
d
id

ates fav
o
rab

le 
to business. 

D
uring a tw

o-hour discussion 
of an advisory opinion request-
e
d
 b

y
 th

 S
u
n
 O

il C
o
m

p
a
n
y
, 

the com
m

ission m
ade clear that 

it fa
v
o
re

d
 a

u
th

o
riz

in
g
 su

c
h
 

com
m

ittees, w
ith the only ques-

tions involving the groups from
 

w
hich they m

ay solicit volunta-
ry contributions. 

A
 rroposed ruling drafted by 

th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's leg

al staff 
w

ould have lim
ited these politi-

cal com
m

ittees to seeking cam
-

paign contributio from
 the cor- 

p
o

ratlo
n

's sto
ck

h
o

ld
ers, u

sin
g

 
co

rp
o

rate fu
n

d
s to

 fin
an

ce th
e 

e
ffo

rt b
u
t n

o
t a

s p
a
rt o

f th
e
 

political cam
paign treasury col-

lected. 
B

ut T
hom

as B
. C

urtis, chair-
m

an
 o

f th
e co

m
m

issio
n
, an

d
 

tw
o other m

em
bers argued that 

a co
rp

o
rate co

m
m

ittee sh
o
u
ld

 
be ab

le to
 so

licity
 fu

n
d
s fro

m
 

,em
p
lo

y
es o

f th
e co

rp
o
ratio

n
 

as w
ell as shareholders, as long 

as no coercion w
as involved. , 

T
est C

ase S
een

 • 
R

egarding the S
un O

il request 
fo

r. a
 ru

lin
g
 a

s a
 te

st c
a
se

, 
m

an
y
 co

rp
o
ratio

n
s h

av
e b

een
 

clo
sely

 w
atch

in
g
 fo

r th
e co

m
-

m
issio

n
's reactio

n
, an

d
 th

eir 
ag

en
ts p

ro
d

u
ced

 an
 u

n
u

su
al 

stan
d
in

g
-ro

o
m

-o
n
ly

 cro
w

d
 at 

today's m
eeting. 

U
n
d
er ex

istin
g
 p

ractice, a 
co

rp
o
ratio

n
 sets u

p
 a co

m
m

it- 

tee, financing' all its expenses, 
an

d
 th

e co
m

m
ittee u

rg
es em

-
ployes—

often concentrating on 
better-paid corporate officers—
to

 co
n
trib

u
te to

 its p
o
litical 

fund. 
C

o
rp

o
rate o

fficials th
en

 d
e-

cid
e, in

 th
e co

u
rse o

f th
e cam

-
paign, w

hich candidates should 
receiv

e co
n
trib

u
tio

n
s fro

m
 th

e 
fu

n
d
. T

h
o
se w

h
o
 co

n
trib

u
te 

h
av

e n
o
 v

o
ice in

 th
is ch

o
ice; 

th
ey

 assu
m

e th
at th

e m
o

n
ey

 
w

ill go to candidates w
ho favor 

the corporation's political posi-
tion. 

T
h

ere is a seco
n

d
 k

in
d

 o
f 

p
lan

 u
n
d
er w

h
ich

 em
p
lo

y
es 

m
ake earm

arked contributions 
to a corporate-run fund, w

hich 
sim

p
ly

 p
asses th

em
 o

n
 to

 th
e 

d
esig

n
ated

 p
arty

 o
r can

d
id

ate. 
T

o
d

ay
's d

eb
ate in

d
icated

 th
at 

it m
ig

h
t b

e illeg
al to

 fin
an

ce, 

M
r. C

u
rtis o

p
p

o
sed

 an
y

 p
lan

 
th

at w
o

u
ld

 p
erm

it_
 co

rp
o

rate 
co

m
m

ittees to
 so

licit fu
n

d
s 

from
 the general public. 

T
he com

m
ission, is expected 

to
 ad

o
p

t a rev
ised

 v
ersio

n
 o

f 
the opinion approving the S

un 
O

il plan, w
ith som

e m
odifica-

tio
n
s, later th

is m
o
n
th

. U
lti-

m
ately

, it w
ill d

raft m
o

re d
e-

tailed
 reg

u
latio

n
s, su

b
ject. t 

su
ch

 a sy
stem

 w
ith

 co
rp

o
rate "co

n
d
u
it" p

o
litical co

m
m

ittees. 
funds. 

Joining M
r. C

urtis in favoring 
solicitation of em

ployes by cor-
p

o
rate p

o
litical co

m
m

ittees 
w

ere Joan D
. A

ikens and N
eil 

S
taeb

ler th
e v

ice ch
airm

an
. 

T
hus, at least h

alf o
f th

e six
-

m
em

ber bipartisan agency sup-
ports that position. 

M
iss A

ik
en

s also
 arg

u
ed

 in
 

favor of using corporate funds 
for the operating expenses of C

ongressional,approval, 


