, Ixon O
ap Report%’
'To H aldema”n

—

5

By Timdthy S. Robinsoﬁ;

- Washington Post Staff Writer.i
Former President Richard
'|M.  Nixon personally ordered
‘| that informa_’gion from; a
| “national seeurity” wiretap be
sent.to his‘tep political ad-
| viser H. R. (Bob) Haldeman af-
ter the FBI reported that the
:|tap showed only poltical dis-
‘|cussions, documents released
.|yesterday show. 3
Nixon also’ordered the year-
.| 0ld tap continued on the home
.|telephone of former White
House staffer Morton Halpe-
rin. Nixon took the action, the
‘|documents show, ii,zpmediately
after the FBI report i
-|cluded i [ o
Halpéfin no longer y orked for
the gavernment. .

the FBI report contained no
indication that any- national
security matters. were dis-
cussed by Halperin during ‘the
period of the wiretap. ke

In ‘ordering that the fruits

to Haldeman, Nixon 'specifi-
cially: ordered that they no
longer be sent to his national
|security adviser, Henry' Kis-
singer. Halperin had been a
member of Kissinger’s staff on
the National Security Couneil.

'made public yesterday as part

|do not specifically explain
why the former President
shifted the Halperin wirétap
reports from Kissinger * to
Haldeman, or why he ordered
that the tap be continued.

" See WIRETAP, A7, Col. 4

According to the'documents, |

of the eavesdropping be sent

The/documents, which were |

of a suit brought by Halperin, |

'IRETAP, From A1

However, they do provide
new information on the inti-
‘| matesway in which Nixon con-
-{cerned himself with the wire-
taps.

Halperin was one of 17 gov-
ernment officials and news-
men placed under surveillance
by the Nixon administration
in an attempt to block sus-
-l pected “leaks” to the new me-
‘|dia of classified information.
The _tap remained on Halpe-
-|rin’s telephone for 21 months
-| "ud Produced no evidence of
-|such ’ leaks, according to
‘| court records.

The former chief executive
‘|has said the wiretaps and
other surveillance on the gov-
ernment officials and news-
men were a legitimate exer-
cise of his national security
powers. Halperin’s attorneys
claim the taps were an abuse
of presidential powers and
were used for partisan politi-
cal purposes.

1 The ‘new documentsiwere
filed by Halperin’s attorneys

.

tempting to block ihé.t'depos-
ition, and a hearing is sched-{
uled later this month before

US.  District Judge' John
Lewis Smith Jr. on ‘whether
Nixon must answer questions |
under oath about the wiretaps.
" According to the documents,
Nixon met with then-FBI Di.
rector J. Edgar Hoover and
Haldeman on May 12, 1970, to
discuss the continuation of the
wiretap. The meeting was two
weeks after Nixon had an-
nounced the invasion of Cam-
bodia, and at the height of an-

tiwar protest in the U.S. "

A memorandum dra;ggfﬂ up
by the FBI for Hoover in prep-
aration for that meeting spe-

cifically referred to the Cam-
bodian invasion and said the
Halperin tap had produced
“considerable information” on
antiwar activities.

“We 'learned" “through these

sotirees (the tgﬁ %2 that Halpe-

rin, who was serving

"only one copy" to
aldeman.




