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R
ich

ard N
ixon

 ? A
 year later a n

on
 person

 
B

y C
lark H

oyt 
K

night N
ew

s S
ervice 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 It is alm
ost as though, one 

y
ear after h

e left to
w

n
 in

 d
isg

race, R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 

had never been here at all. 

W
hen they m

ailed out announcem
ents this sum

-
m

er for "H
onor A

m
erica D

ay," there w
ere patriotic 

say
in

g
s o

n
 th

e b
ack

 p
ag

e fro
m

 fiv
e o

f th
e last six

 
presidents —

 T
rum

an, E
isenhow

er. K
ennedy, John-

son and F
ord. 

T
here w

as no m
ention O

f R
ichard N

ixon —
 37th • 

P
resident of the U

nited S
tates, architect of detente, 

traveler to P
eking and- M

oscow
, unindicted W

ater-
gate co-conspirator —

 by the H
onor A

m
erica organ-

izers, w
ho included such old N

ixon pals as W
illard 

M
arriott, B

ob H
ope and B

illy G
raham

. 

In
 th

e sm
all, o

rn
ate C

ap
ito

l o
ffice o

f S
tate 

R
epublican w

hip R
obert G

riffin, the candid photos of 
a sm

iling N
ixon in happier days have been rem

oved 
from

 the off-w
hite w

alls. T
hey have been replaced by 

pictures of politicians m
ore in fashion, such as Jerry 

F
ord. A

nd at D
uke U

niversity L
aw

 S
chool, tw

o spot-
lig

h
ts sp

lash
 o

n
 a b

are sp
ace o

n
 th

e p
an

eled
 w

all 
w

h
ere N

ix
o

n
's fo

rm
al p

o
rtrait o

n
ce h

u
n

g
 am

o
n

g
 

other portraits of honored, distinguished alum
ni. 

H
e has becom

e alm
ost a non-person in the style 

of the S
oviet U

nion. Ironically, R
ichard N

ixon, one-
tim

e anti-C
om

m
unist, kitchen debater w

ith N
ikita 

K
hrushchev, m

ay be m
ore highly regarded in R

ussia 
today than in his ow

n country. 

V
o
lu

m
e 1

8
 o

f th
e G

reat S
o
v
iet E

n
cy

clo
p
ed

ia 
cam

e out last w
inter w

ith a long, laudatory biogra-
phy of N

ixon, praising him
 for -relaxing E

ast-W
est 

tensions and ending the V
ietnam

 W
ar. It m

entioned 
o
n

ly
 in

 a sin
g

le cry
p
tic sen

ten
ce th

e W
aterg

ate 
scan

d
als th

at fin
ally

 d
ro

v
e N

ix
o

n
 to

 resig
n
 last 

A
ugust 9 and go into exile behind the w

alls of his S
an 

• C
lem

ente estate. 

N
ixon's fall-  w

as the m
ost spectacular. B

ut one 
y
ear later, th

e liv
es o

f d
o
zen

s o
f o

th
er W

aterg
ate 

figures, som
e of w

hom
 shared the pow

er of the W
hite 

H
ouse w

ith N
ixon, others w

ho never m
et the m

an, 
are still in disarray. 

F
orm

er presidential assistant John E
hrlichm

an 
is a b

eard
ed

, lo
n

ely
 w

an
d
erer in

 S
an

ta F
e, N

.M
., 

sep
arated

 fro
m

 h
is w

ife an
d

 fiv
e ch

ild
ren

. H
e is 

p
erfo

rm
in

g
, in

 h
is w

o
rd

s, "p
erso

n
al p

en
an

ce" b
y
 

assisting the P
ueblo Indians. 

F
o

rm
er A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral Jo

h
n
 M

itch
ell, lik

e 
E

hrlichm
an facing the prospect of prison if appeals 

fail, is badgered by m
ore than a dozen W

atergate-
related law

suits. H
e finds solace in the com

pany of a 
w

ealthy G
eorgetow

n w
idow

 w
ho runs tw

o of W
ash-

in
g
to

n
's m

o
st ex

clu
siv

e restau
ran

ts. H
e is said

 to
 

p
ay

 h
is estran

g
ed

 w
ife, M

arth
a, $

1
0
0
0
 a w

eek
 

support. 

B
ernard B

arker and E
ugenio M

artinez, tw
o of 

the C
uban-born burglars w

hose arrests inside D
em

o-
cratic national headquarters m

ore than three years 
ago started the beginning of the end for the N

ixon 
A

d
m

in
istratio

n
, are b

ack
 sellin

g
 real estate in

 
M

iam
i. T

h
ey

 are said
 to

 fear th
at so

m
e zealo

t, 
noting their felony convictions, w

ill try to have their 
real estate licenses revoked. 

N
ix

o
n
 h

as m
ad

e a g
o
o
d
 p

h
y
sical an

d
 m

en
tal 

recovery, according to friends, from
 the depression 

that gripped him
 after his resignation and from

 the 
phlebitis that alm

ost took his life last fall. 

T
h
e b

ro
o
d
in

g
 an

d
 co

m
p
u
lsiv

e late-n
ig

h
t tele-

p
h

o
n
e calls th

at o
n
ce led

 frien
d
s to

 w
o

rry
 ab

o
u

t 
N

ixon's survival have been replaced w
ith a new

 zest 
fo

r w
o

rk
 o

n
 h

is m
em

o
irs an

d
 a liv

ely
 in

terest in
 

cu
rren

t affairs o
f state, esp

ecially
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

  

developm
ents. 

"H
e is no longer m

orbidly looking at the past," 
say

s a fo
rm

er W
h
ite H

o
u
se aid

e. "T
h
e last tim

e I 
h
eard

 fro
m

 h
im

 h
e w

as activ
e an

d
 at w

o
rk

 o
n
 h

is 
book." 

A
n old pal w

ho paid a long afternoon visit to the 
form

er president not long ago recalled that N
ixon led 

the conversation over a broad range of subjects. A
t 

o
n

e p
o

in
t h

e d
iscu

ssed
 in

 su
rp

risin
g

 d
etail th

e 
in

flu
en

ce o
f a h

ig
h
-ech

elo
n
 A

rab
 o

fficial o
n
 h

is 
governm

ent's international policy. 

N
ixon's left leg, still subject to sw

elling from
 his 

phlebitis, w
as propped on a footstool. 

N
ixon is kept abreast of w

orld affairs in part by 
classified intelligence briefings sent about every 10 
days to the C

oast G
uard- station adjoining the 26-acre 

N
ixon com

pound. 

H
e w

as reported to have been upset at the fall of 
S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 an

d
 C

am
b
o
d
ia an

d
 to

 h
av

e to
ld

 
associates that, had he still been in office, he w

ould 
have tried to take steps to prevent the C

om
m

unist 
victories. 	

• 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 so
u
rces w

h
o
 h

av
e v

isited
 S

an
 

C
lem

ente lately, how
ever, N

ixon has m
ade a firm

 
d
ecisio

n
 n

o
t to

 sp
eak

 o
u
t o

n
 p

u
b
lic affairs u

n
til at 

least after the 1976 election. 

H
e apparently recognizes that the pardon grant-

ed
 h

im
 b

y
 h

is su
ccesso

r aro
u

sed
 stro

n
g

 p
o

litical 
p
assio

n
s. T

h
ey

 co
u
ld

 b
eg

in
 crack

lin
g
 ag

ain
 if h

e 
w

ere to surface any tim
e soon w

ith pronouncem
ents 

on issues. 

B
ut, says a friend, "I'd think w

e'd be hearing a 
lot m

ore from
 him

, particularly on foreign policy, in 
1977." 



UPDATE Page 24 Section 

BAREFOOT NIXON ON THE BEACH 

Greeting public with strained smile 


