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A Year Lﬂer, I¥’s Back to Normal—but Different

By Helen Dewar
Washington Post Staff Writer

A year to the day after he
joined his House Judiciary
Committee celleagues in the
historic impeachment de-
bate that led to the resigna-
tion of President Nixon, the
thought of Rep. Paul S. Sar-
banes (D-Md.) were 6,300
miles away.

The Baltimore Democrat,

was once agaim om center
stage in the House, this time
as a leader of the small
band of pro-Greece lawmak-
ers whoe fought an wulti-
mately successful battle to
block resumption of arms to
Turkey.

Meanwhile, another Judi-
ciary Committee member,
Rep. M. Caldwell Butler (R.
Va.) was: greeting a reporter
whoe had come to his office
for an interview. “Robert E.
Lee, I presume?” asked the
Roanoke Republican, face-
tiously suggesting that the
subject of the interview was
about. his.recent role in re-
storing the Confederate gen-
eral’s citizenship pesthu-
‘mously. '

Litfleknown  men of
vastly diffevent backgrounds:
and political outleoks, the
liberal Maryland Demoevat
and  comnservative Virginia
Republican found their
paths intertwined briefly for
the political drama of the
century—erossing a year
ago this week when they
Joined im suppert. of the first

of the Commiftee’s artieles:

Now, like their colleagues,
’cﬁeyhawe returned to the
normal routine of congres-
sional business; They' agree,
although in different ways,
that last year’s trauma left
an imprint that lingers on
after the forced resignation
of a President and tran-
scends their own memories
of instant fame and painful
decisions, .

Both say Congress in sev-
eral ways has shown a
greater sensitivity to poten-
tial  executive:branch ex.

cesses. Sarbanes adds that’

Congress has been forced by
events events to comcentrate
on other problems and he
questions whether laws can

‘prevent abuses without per-
sistent vigilance.

Seemingly more so than
Sarbanes, Butler believes
that the trauma of impeach-
ment led to fundamental
changes in Congress, to an
expansion of the role it sees
for itself in the federal sys-
tem.

“Definitely, . Congress ~is
feeling its pesition as an
equal partmer in the sys-
em,” said Butler. “It's feel-
ing its eats, but it hasw't got-
ten enough of a sense of di-
rectionn as to be perfectly
clear where it’s going.”

As an example, Butler
cited congressional efforts
at oversight of the executive
branch, principally the ongo-
ing probes: into| alleged ex-

"cesses by governmental in-'

telligence agencies.

“I dow’t think we were
even conscious: of the situa-
tion twoe years ago,” he said.

Butler alse mentioned
congressional vetoes of pres-
idential actions in the mili-
tary field, the most recent
of which was the effort by
Sarbanes and others (which

Butler did not support) to [

from resuming some arms |
aid to Turkey because of
that country’s use of U.S.
supplies in invading Cyprus,
The executive branch un-
der President Ford has
changed toe, he said, eiting
in particular a mare cooper-
ative attitude on the part of
the Justice Department
since Edward H. Levi be-
came Attorney Gewmeral.
Butler’s point on execu-

block the administration 1

tive branch cooperatiom was |

supported by Committee !
Chairman Peter W. Rodino
D-N.J.), who said, in an in-
terview, “We've found they
are coming forth now and

‘doing so because they know

Congress insists-on it.”
Added Redino:“Congress
called the most powerful
man to aecount and they
know it will certainly de- (
mand the same of others.” !
Sarbanes was less inclined |
to generalize about changes |
in congressional and execu- [
tive  responsiveness than |
Butler. He warned Iinstead
that Watergate and its after-

math show that only persist-—+

ent vigilance will prevent
recurrence of abuses.

Sarbanes saw positive.
signs of congressional re-
sponse in the congressional
investigation of intelligence
activities, = noting that,
“What Watergate did is to
make Congress and the
country realize that flat as-
sertions from government
were simply not enough.”

In addition, he said, re-
form of campaign financing
grew in part out of Nixon
campaign abuses that con-
tributed to the impeachment
mememtum. Cengress’
cent assertion of its powers
over beth war powers amd
budget-making, while not re-
sulting direetly from the im-

peachment effort, had their |
roots in the Nixon adminis- |

tration’s conduct of govern-
ment, he added.
Impeachment. itself

tended to be overtaken by |
events, especially the na- ;

tion’s economic and energy
difficulties, said Sarbanes.

At the same time, Sar-
banes said, the Ford admin-

istration did mot wanmt to |

re--

“eurrent -

rake overthe coals left by

its predecessor by pressing
for Watergaterelated re-
forms. “It’s a past that the
administration
wants' to leave behind” he
said. ' ‘ B

As-to whether Congress
‘cam really protect the nation
against -a recurence, Sar-

- bames; was doubtful.
1o “If. cam- always reoceur,”
‘e saidi “T dom't think any-

- one . should deceive. them-

*

vselves into thinking that

that kind of abuse of power
couldn’t reoccur or that
Jaws in - themselves eould
prevent it. After all, laws
were broken.”
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