By William Greider
Washington: Post Staff Writer

" Two years ago, Watergate
was a raging fire in Wash-
ington and the . corridors
were noisy. with alarms at
the abuse of presidential
power.

cold ashes and quiet and
Comgress has moved on to
other things.

‘But yesterday several of
the old “firemen” got to-
gether in a Senate hearing
room to discuss what still
might be done:in the way
of; reforms to prevent an-
,oﬁ‘ler epic scandal from hap-

. Péning in the future. They
disagreed amiably among
themselves on what ought
to; be enacted and were not
terrrbly optimistic that any-

. thing at all will be done.

‘There seems *o be a

) lethargy which follows reve-
latlons to the public?
lamented Samuel Dash, the
law professor who was chief
counsel for those televised
hearings of the Senate Wa-

tergate committee back in-

1973.
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Now, Watergate is

Vspoke'sb' 'f’orréfuily aga 1$1,“"

JUL

the abuses of a Republican

President, remarked that
two years: have: ed, the
abuses have heen well.
known to Congress, but

none of the reform propos-
als have heen enacted.

“That’s the great trage-
dy,” Welckenggqxd, “and. I've
got to confess to ;you that
it's got me going up ‘the
wall.”

Sen. Howard H. Baker Jr.,
who was vice chairman of
the Senate Watergate com-

mittee, agreed that reforms -

are still, needed to prevent
another Watergate but, as
time passes, Baker feels bet-
ter and better about how
the Congress and the coun-
try dealt with the crisis.

“The country’s a Iot better
off than I thought it W’Ajs,”
Baker said. “The system’s’'a
Tot stronger than . I éver
gave it credit for.”.

This time Baker and ash
were appearing as ‘witndsses
rather than interrogators,
testifying at a hearing of
the Senate Government Op-
erations Committee, chalired
by Sen. Abraham A. Ribi-
coff (D-Conm,)é to* &;{yon&ﬁdex
Tegislation,
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3.0 1975

q lll S tudies-Bar to Fuiure
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the bill cover a range of is-
sues ‘from finaneial diselo-

. sure by Presidents to solicit-

ing campaign contributions
by federal executives, But
the central issue is whether
Congress should create a
“public
ney” empewered to investi
.gate crimes by high gover-
‘nemnt officials and to act as
pecial nrosecutor if the Jus-

attor- -

. Dpartment,

¢ Watergate

tice Department fials to
move on the cases.

Baker insisted that a per-.

manent special prosecutor
would threaten the constitu-
tional pewer of the exegu-
tive hbranch though she
agrees that, as things sgand
now, “the federal gawemn-
ment  was and remains
peorly equipped fox! investi-
ga:tmg rand  prosecuting
crimes allegedly committed
by  highranking exe@utwe
branch:eéficials.”

Baker’s solution wowi.d be
to ereate a new assistant at-
torney general’s atfice
within the Justice Depart-
ment to investigate crimes
by the government itself, If

rieo

the atterney gneeral tired to
dguelch them or cover up,"

the, assistant would ‘be. re
quired te report the case to
Congress.

“Ultimately we have to

trust people in public office,

to. do the right themg,”

‘Baker said.

The next witness, Dash,

argued. that the Watergate |

affair taught a different les-
sen. “Our system in this
country was bhuilt on dis-
trust of powerful leaders;”
he said. What’s needed is an
mstltutmnal a*ran“emwent

where gsomeone makes: sure

that the law enforcers a.z:e
obeym.g the laws them
selves. .

“T dow’t want to namen'my
names,” Dash said, “but,we
have seenr some of the best
‘career men in the Justice
some of the
men with the best reputa-
tions for integrity, bend be-
cause of the power that was
over them.”

Dash’s idea of a “puhhc
attorney” would itself be
subject to controls agaarft
abuses of power. The attor-
ney would be appointed for
fiveiyears by the Supreme
Court and could act as pres-
ecutor only after a federal
court had decided that the
Justice Department
dodging the case.

“Very frankly,” Dash said,
“there.is really no way we
can depend on the Justice
D\epartment to enforce the
law" in certain kinds ~of
¢ases.” o
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Sen. Baker, left, and Watergate committee counsel Samuel Dash at Senate hearings on past-Watergate reforms.




