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‘EX-AIDE DISPUTES
“GURNEY TESTIMONY|

- _:‘i"Gr:oot Says Senator Knew of
.. ~Schemes in June of '72

. Special to The New York Times
. ».TAMPA, Fla., June 9—A one-
«-fime top aide to former Senator
Edward J. Gurney testified to-
day that Mr. Gurney was aware
as; early as June of 1972 of
- secret fund raising being con-
.. ~ducted on his behalf,

%> The testimony by James L.
~Groot, who was administrtive
assisnt o Mr. Gurney when
~he.Flor'inJa Republican' was in

-office, contradicted Mr. Gur-

ne;;_’sda%:lertim;]sd under oath to

2. Federal gra jury on Ma
13, 1974, 8 e v
- =Mr. Groot, 32 years old, too
-the witness stand for the prose-
cution against Mr, Gurney, one
-'of the Republican members .of
the Senate Watergate commi-
‘tee, and three other defendants
‘at a_16-week-old trial in Feder-
al District Court,

Mr. Groot had been a defen-
dant since the trial began on
Feb. 24, but'last week he plead-|
ed guilty to a felony charge
of ‘conspiracy and agered to
“testify for the prosecution. He
will be sentenced after the trial !
ends. ‘

' Mr. Groot said that in mid-
June, 1972, Mr. Gurney met
.in Orlando with Larry E. Wil-
liams to be briefed about a
fund-raising operation Mr, Wil-
liams had been conducting for
the Senator.

' The funds were to be used
in Mr. Gurney’s planned re-
election campaign in 1974, al-
though Mr. Gurney ended up
not running again, Mr. Groot
said. :

_ Mr. Groot testified that when |,
Mr. Gurney returned to Wash-
ington from Orlando, they had
a lengthy dinner meeting dur-
ing which the Senator said that
Mr. Williams had told him he
had raised about $100,000.

"vember of 1971 he and Mr.

Hired Williams .

Mr. Groot said that Mr. Gur-
mey had hired Mr. Williams
as a fund raiser during abrief
telephone discussion in January
ax 1971. : '

Mr. Groot testified that Mr.

Gurney had told him that he
had learned that funds had
been collected by Mr. Williams
from Florida builders doing
business with the Federal Hous-
ing Administration in exchange
for favored treatment with fe-
derally subsidized projects.
. “We discussed that Larry
didn’t really have bad inten-
tions, he had just gotten out
of hand,”Mr. Groottestified.

Mr. Groot quoted Mr. Gurney
as having said that he had
asked Mr. Williams if he had
“delivered” the promised fa-
vorsto campaign contributors.

< “He said that Larry told him
he delivered whatever he had
taken money for,” the witness
said.

Mr. Groot said that Mr. Gur-
ney’s main concern at that
point had been to get the funds
raised so far away from George
F. Anderson, a banker from
Winter Park, who was keeping
them and was ‘having ar-
guments with Mr. Williams
about their disposal,

Gurney Denied Charge

A transcript of Mr. Gurney’s
testimony to a Federal grand
jury in Jacksonville last year,
read to the jury earlier at the
trial, showed that Mr. Gurney
lenied then that Mr. Williams
had told him he had raised
money ‘from F.H.A. builders.
The seven felony charges
against Mr. Gurney include four
of making false statements to
the grand jury. i

In other testimony, Mr. Groot
corroborated Mr, Williams’s
testimony earlier at the trial
that' in 1971 Mr. Gurney dis-
cussed Mr. Williams’s activities
with John N. Mitchell, then
<he United States Attorney Ge-
neral. Mr. Mitchell “did - not
aftach great significance” %o
them, the witness said.

Mr. Groot said that in No-

Gurney discussed a statement
that Mr. Williams had given
to two agents of the Federal
Bureau of ' Investigation. Mr.
Williams had telecopied the
statement from Orlando to Mr.
Gurney’s Senate office in
Washington, Mr. Groot said.
He and Mr. Gurney then went)
over the statement, Mr, Groot
testified. o




