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Rabbi Baruch Korff, just
51gned as head of the fund
%(’0 pay former President Nix-
w@ns legal debts, says Nixon
sadmitted to him “his compl-
dcity in the cover-up of the
Watergate affair.
3 Even so, Korff says, he
iM\(oes not believe the former
JJ{;I esident should have been
Febrought to justice” for that
u(Somphaty because in his
"mew Presidents are not ac-
v«qountable to the same laws
S private citizens.
.-“Some are more equal
han others,” Korff said in
n interview. He -cited re-
ent reports of various clan-

gence Agency and National
ecurity Agengy that, he
id, “are under the control
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of only one man, the Presi-
dent of the United States of
America.”.

Compared to the carrying
out of illegal activities by
the CIA under presidential
direction, Korff said,
“Watergate is somewhat in-
consequential,” and he
added: “If you want an an-
gel as President, we would
not be the country we are.”

The retired clergyman
from Rehoboth, Mass., made
his statement that Nixon
had acknowledged complic-
ity in the Watergate cover-
up in the course of a long
response when asked
whether he still believed the
former President to be inno-
cent of wrongdoing, Korf
replied:

“I can only say, wnat Rich-
ard Nixon has said to me re-
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“The Washington Post
“Some are more equal than others.”

- oW

peatedly, that he genuinely
believed at one stage that
national security was in-
volved in the cover-up, and
at another stage he could
not throw his subordinates
to the wolves, and at an-
other stage he made very
clear to me he was fed ‘self-
serving versions,’ was the
way he put it, by one of the
others. And to this day, he
told me, he does not know
the full story of Watergate.
“Now, as to his complicity
in the cover-up, he made it

. very clear that it was ex-

actly that, whether it was to
shieled a subordinate or to
protect national security.

“Now, shouldn’t a Presi-
dent be brought. to justice
for complicity in a cover-up?
And I would say mno. And
you would ask how one law
can apply to him and an-
other law to you. Aren’t we
all equal under the
Constitution? And again I
would say no, startling as it
would appear. Some are
more equal than others.

“You speak of the CIA
and the NASA as far-out,
cloak-and-dagger agencies
trained to lie, corrupt, assas-
sinate. They are not. They
are under the control of
only one man, the President
of the United States . .. It
is precisely what is being re-
vealed now . . .

“So what I have learned
(in two years of defending

Nixon) is that we are a na-

tion of ,schizophrenics. We
do not want to face reality.
We treat Watergate as if it
were some kind of aberra-
ion from outer space be-
cause we don’t like Richard
Nixon. But we shouldn’t go
by our likes and dislikes of
a particular person. Richard
Nixon was one link in the
chain of the presidency and
you can’t extricate one link
and judge it independent of
the others.”

Korff’s report that Nixon
admitted “his complicity in
the cover-up” appeared to
go beyond what the former
President has said himself.
On last Aug. 5, in releasing
the June 23, 1972, White
House tape. transcript indi-
cating he knew of and dis-
cussed the cover-up six days
after the Watergate break-
in, Nixon had said only that
he had committed “a serious
act of omission” in not re-
porting what he had learned
of the cover-up at that time.

Korff said in' the inter-
view in his suite at the May-
flower Hotel that his resig-
nation as head of the Presi-
dent Nixon Justice Fund in-
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dicated ‘not the slightest”
flagging in his support of
the former President. He
said he had talked by phone
with Nixon the day after the
resignation last Saturday
and will probably go to San
Clemente to visit him for a
few days next month.

Korff said said he is step-
ping aside, while remaining
on the board of the Nixon
fund, because $190,000 of the
goal of $400,444 to fight the
constitutional issue of own-
ership of presidental papers
and tapes has been raised,
and pledges made for the
rest. With payment of the
pledges, he said, “I will have
dlscharged my  commit-
ment.”

The retired rabbi said he
is also quitting as head of
the U.S. Citizens Congress,
an organization of nearly
12,000 paid members he

_formed after the Nixon res-

ignation to counter what he
called media bias, because
“I do not feel a movement
of such dimensions should
be identified with one man.”

Concerning his own rela-
tions with the press, Kortf
said that with few excep-
tions he had not been fairly
covered. He disclosed that
interviews with him in his
Washington office by Sally
Quinn of The Washington
Post, Daniel Schorr of CBS
News and others had been
taped without their knowl-
edge—and without his. A
system had been installed
by the Citizens’ Congress af-
ter it had received threats,
he said, but about a week af-
ter the Quinn interview, the
system and tapes were sto-
len.

Korff said he now wants
“to speak out as an individ-
ual. I have quite a few invi-
tations from campuses. I !
have an obligation to speak
out without being tied to one
organization. Also, I can’t do
both. 'm physically tired,
I'm mentally exhausted.” He
said he would continue to
turn over the proceeds of
speeches to the fund and
the Citizens’ Congress,
which would-continue to pay
his travel expenses.

He is giving no thought to
going back to the life of an
active clergyman, he said,
because “I feel this would
be a form of confinement, a
form of claustrophobia. I
think ithe world is my pul-
pit, without sounding egotis-
tic. In righting a wrong,
that’s my pulpit. In working
toward a strong America,
that is a function of the pul-
pit? ©




