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Former White House aides 
H. R.q(Bob) Haldeman and 
John D. Ehrlichman and for-
mer Attorney General John 
N. Mitchell were all sen-
tenced tR of least 21/2 years 
in f rA prison yksterday 
for co ering up lip'Water- 
gqtp andal.' it‘'' 

ifri, q- ri T 
U.S.' District Judge John 

J. Sirica imposed identical 
prisoli terms of 21/2 to 8 
years on each of the three 
men in a terse, dispassion-
ate pronouncement ar'the 
U.S. courthouse. 

The fourth defendant con-
victed in the coverup con-
spiracy, former assistaneat-
torney general Robert C. 
Mardian, was given a prison 
term of ten months to three 
year s.' 

All four men were then re-
leased without bond for what 
is expected to be a drawn-
out round of appeals that 
could -take more than a year 
to resolve. 

"It could have been bet-
ter, it could have been worse 
. . . a hell of a lot worse," 
Mitch#11 told newsmen on 
his way out of the court-
house. "They could have 
told rife to spend the rest of 
my life with Martha Mitch-
ell." The Mitchells are sepa-
rated. 

Their faces grim, the oth-
er defendants hurried amity 
without comment. H ail d e-
man's lawyer, John J. Wil-
son, described the penalty 
as 'f fir more than Richard 
Nixon will ever suffer,", 

". . . 	Whatever ..-` 13 o b 
Halde 	Itfili,kopfdid Rich- 
ard 	o n, Wilson told the 
judge just before sentencing. 

Once the foraneetolaresi-
dentbet 10-s, 
confidants, Haldem , hr 
lichman and Mitchell wete 
convicted January 1 of con-
spiracy, obstruction of jus-
tice and charges of lying 
under oath in various fo- 
rums. 	 1 

Each was sentenced tote 
term, of 20 months to fiVe 
years for conspiracy and ob-
struction of justice and, then 
to an additilnaLtere•sof ten 
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months to three years 
the perjury counts. . fi 

"It is the intention 'of this 
cout that the defendant 
serve not less than 30 
months nor more than eight 
yea ," Judge Sirica into 
as ch of the, three key 
fen nts was summoned 
for him. 

rdian, a campaign a  Ea  e 
under Mitchell at the Co 
mittee for the Re-Electio f 
the president when the a 
tergate bugging and bre 
in was discovered in 1 
was4  convicted of conspir. y 

Ehrlichman was also 
tented last year to a 0- 
month to five-year terrri 'n 
charges stemming fromo  
W te Hous e,sponsored 
bred-in at the offic 	of 

Ellsberg's psy a-
tri but Sirica ordered Yes- 
ter 	's sentences for Ehr- 
lich an to run concurrently 
with the earlier one. 

As a result, any time 
served for his conviction in 
the Ellsberg case, which 
Ehrlichman is also appeal-
ing, 4'4ivould count as time 
served for his role in the 
Watelgate coverup as wal. 

tti 
The prison terms Sirica 

g a ie Haldeman, Ehilich-
man and' Mitchell were the 
stiff ii in the Watergate 
case' and related .scandals 
since the original burglary 
trial when G. Gordon Liddy 
was sentenced to a 'mini-
mum of 62/3 yearand a 
maximum Of 20 ',years in  

prison. Watergate burglar 
Howard Hunt got 30 • m hs to eight years; just 

as Yesterday's defendants 
dia 

Yesterday's, hour-long- ses-
sion' before Sirica began on 
a bizarre note. The judge in-
vited the four defendants 
and their lawyers to make 
any4 final pleas for leniency, 
but' then Sirica forgot him-
self for a moment and start-
ed reading out his decision. 

"I'm sorry," the judge 
said, checking himself after 
a few words and leaning 
back in his high- topped 
chair to listen to the final 
statements. 

Ehrlichman's lwayer, Ira 
N. Lowe, making his ffrst 
courtroom appearance in 
the case, made the longest 
preiptation, capping itAvith 
a strprise suggitatipg that 
the former White use aide 

be "sentenced" not to pris-
on, but to public service 
work among the Pueblo In-
dians in New Mexico. 

Lowe said the 49-year-old 
Ehrlichman plans to spend 
the coming months of free-
dom, on appeal among the 
Indians anyway "so that he 
ma on his own perfl w his 
pe ce." 	tql 

tchell's chief defense 
lawyer, William G. Hundley, 
sho k his head and gri-
maced a s Lowe kept 
processing the novel sugges-
tion, declaring at one 'point 
that it wouldn't cost "the 
taipayers a peso." 

h e 	courtroom was 
packed. 

Approximately 80 speCta-
tors waited all night outaide 
the courthouse in hopeS of 
getting a seat. 

Federal marshals report-
edly told them they *mild 
all get into the courtroOM'on 
a rotating basis, but Silica 
decided to permit no one to 
enter or leave once the hear-
inghad started. 

The four defendants and 
their lawyers lined uDifiefore 
the judge in a draWn-out 
semicircle as the session got I 

gate, 
undert, "ay. Mitchell a p-
pWed even more pale than 
hMid during the trial. Hun-
clley said he and Mitchell 
would have no statement be-
yond what they had already 
submitted t o the court 
through probation officials. 

"I-  would just as soon not 
prolong the difficulties and 
move on," the Mitchell law. 
yer declared .  

Haldeman's chief counsel, 
John Wilson, had more to 
say, although frankly em-
phasizing that he didn't 
think any of his words woule 
change 	s;tgan_d.1  He 

like. 41 Jpther 
se 	mg' :judge, , 	il. ,,. 1—a 
d 	egstonsiderectill. <the 
points that might be made 

already.' decided  what 
se nces to inipose. 	4  

"I have always felt:that 
the- opportunity of thiq,mo-
m90t was a meaningless 
one;" Wilson said. 

Btit even so, he declared, 
helipped •that the court had 
considered "that whatever 
Bo 'll aldeman did, he did 
no ` 

 
t7  for himself but for the 

Prip ,ent o f the United 
States; that the virtue. of 
lo salty is not to be forgotten 
Wr lh evaluating all the at-
tattling circumstances; and 
that he was caught up in a 
political maelstroin that en-
gulfed a lot of other good 

le." 

ill President when; the 
coverup indictment was, re-
turned last March 1,—Mr. 
Mann was" named an unin-
dited coconspirator in the 
ea*. But the pardon he got 
froth President Ford after 
his resignation precludes his 
prosecution for any federal 
cri es he may have corn- 
m ed in office. 	,.. 

Wilson reminded the judge 
that his power was "not dis-
similar from that of a Par-
do '" He said he hoped airi-
ca ad been mindful "that 
wha ever B o b Haldeman 
did, ;t so did Richard Nixon; 
thatgixon had been freed of 
juditioal punishment, yet Bob 
Hayman has had to endure 
agonxt and punishment by 
the trial and conviction." 

T h e 73-year-old defense 
lawyer said he recognized 
that,Mr. Nixon, too, has suf-
fered in being toppled from 
the highest office in the 
land,: 
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Robert C. Mardian (above) 
was an assistant to John N. 
Mitchell (right), who was 

U.S. attorney general 
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John D. Ehrlichman (left) and 
H. R. Haldeman (above) were 
close aides to President Nixon 


